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Dear members:

As October was Probus Month throughout Australia the meeting
was brief so we could celebrate the occasion with members and
guests.

We were entertained by a barbershop quartet known as ‘Mates
Rates’ who sang A Capella with some oldies and goodies. Bruce
Collins, of HeartFit, had us on our feet exercising to music, and
Dr Patrick Mahoney entertained us with a recitation of three of
Banjo Patterson’s poems with a common theme of ‘the shadier
side of horse racing’.

Thank you Patrick, for your part in our special day and an
especial thank you to Anne Gooley for organising the whole
event to celebrate Probus Month.

Our Annual Dinner at FOSH was, again, a great success with tasty
seafood enjoyed by a happy group of members. Thank you,
Marie Gillett, for organising this occasion. We will be in touch
soon with members who may have forgotten to settle their bar
bill as they exited the restaurant.

Our November meeting will be held on Remembrance Day,
November 11, and if you wish, you may choose to wear your
‘Poppy of Remembrance’ and any medals belonging to you or to

a relative. Robin MclLeod
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Club General Meeting

9.30am - 1st Tuesday of each month except
November.

Apologies and names of guests are
important to assist with planning.

Advise Club Secretary at email -
janblackford@optusnet.com.au

10-min Speaker for November:
Phillip Carney from Nash Theatre
Guest Speaker for November:

Mr Peter Dunn - see information to the
right of this column

Outings & Activities coming up:

Riverbend Bookshop, Friday, November
14 at 10.30am.

GOMA Under a Modern Sun - Art in
Queensland 1930s to 1950s. Friday,
November 21, 10.30am.

Christmas Lunch - Royal Queensland
Golf Club - Monday, December 15 at
11.30am

Interest Groups:

Walking group with John Wright
3rd Tuesday at time and location advised by
email.

Men’s Shed - 2nd Tuesday at Vito’s Coffee
Shop, Racecourse Village, Nudgee Rd,
Hendra at 10am.

Women'’s Coffee - 4th Tuesday at Vito’s
Coffee Shop, Racecourse Village, Nudgee
Rd, Hendra at 10am.

REMEMBRANCE DAY

Test WeForget

The date for our next Probus General Meeting is
November 11, which is also Remembrance Day.

This is an annual day of commemoration observed in many
Commonwealth nations to remember those who have
died or suffered in wars, conflicts, and peace operations. It
is the anniversary of the 1918 Armistice that ended World
War I.

Our GUEST SPEAKER for this meeting is Mr Peter Dunn
OAM.

Peter is a retired electrical engineer who worked in the
electricity industry in Queensland for 45 years.

He is the Webmaster of the popular “Australia @ War”
web site at www.ozatwar.com which contains everything
you could want to know about military activities in
Australia during WWII. Peter’s research has made him
realise that very few authors and historians have covered
much detail about events that occurred on the home front
during WWII. Peter has published seven E-books on WWII
in Australia.

He was awarded a Medal of the Order of Australia in
January 2020 “for service to community history”. Peter is
the Secretary of the Aviation Historical Society of Australia
(Qld) Inc. which meets monthly at Archerfield Airport.

Peter grew up in Townsville and played in the bunkers and
hangars left over from WWII. He went on to join the Air
Training Corps and then the RAAF Reserve at Garbutt
Airfield in Townsville in the mid to late 1960s. He
relocated to Brisbane in January 1970 to continue his
engineering degree at the QIT.

Please join us to hear Peter speak of providing this service
to Military History in Australia.

Hamilton Probus Club



mailto:johnblackford@optusnet.com.au
http://www.ozatwar.com

EDITION 272

NOVEMBER 2025

OUR CLUB MEMBER, DR PATRICK MAHONIEY, provided some wonderful
moments at our Probus Month Celebrations by reciting three of Paterson’s
poems with a common theme of ‘the shadier side of horse racing’. Considering
this month is Melbourne Cup month we felt it appropriate to repeat in its
entirety, one of those poems for the enjoyment of all.

An Idyll of Dandeloo

On western plains, where shade is not,
‘Neath summer skies of cloudless blue,
Where all is dry and all is hot,

There stands the town of Dandaloo —

A township where life’s total sum

Is sleep, diversified with rum.

It’s grass-grown streets with dust are deep,
‘Twere vain endeavour to express

The dreamless silence of its sleep,

Its wide, expansive drunkenness.

The yearly races mostly drew

A lively crowd to Dandaloo.

There came a sportsman from the east,
The eastern land where sportsmen blow,
And brought with him a speedy beast —
A speedy beast as horses go.

He came afar in hope to “do”

The little town of Dandaloo.

Now this was weak of him, | wot —

Exceeding weak, it seemed to me —
For we in Dandaloo were not

The Jugginses we seemed to be;

In face, we rather thought we knew
Our book by heart in Dandaloo.

We held a meeting at the bar,

And met the question fair and square —
“We've stumped the country near and far
To raise the cash for races here;

We’ve got a hundred pounds or two —
Not half so bad for Dandaloo.

“And now, it seems, we have to be
Cleaned out by this here Sydney bloke,
With his imported horse; and he

Will scoop the pool and leave us broke.
Shall we sit still, and make no fuss
While this chap climbs all over us?”

The races came to Dandaloo,

And all the cornstalks from the west,
On every kind of moke and screw,
Came forth in all their glory drest.
The stranger’s horse, as hard as nails,
Look’d fit to run for New South Wales.

He won the race by half a length —
Quite half a length is seemed to me —
But Dandaloo, with all its strength,
Roared out, “Dead heat!” most fervently;
And, after hesitation meet,

The judge’s verdict was “Dead heat!”

And many men there were could tell
What gave the verdict extra force:

The stewards, and the judge as well —
They all had backed the second horse.
For things like they they sometimes do
In larger towns than Dandaloo.

They ran it off; the stranger won,
Hands down, by near a hundred yards,
He smiled to think his troubles done;
But Dandaloo held all the cards.

They went to scale and — cruel fate! —
His jockey turned out underweight.

Perhaps they’d tampered with the scale!

| cannot tell. | only know

It weighted him out all right. | fail

To paint the Sydney sportsman’s woe.

He said the stewards were a crew

Of low-lived thieves in Dandaloo. (next page)
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(Continued)

He lifted up his voice, irate,

And swore till all the air was blue;
So then we rose to vindicate

The dignity of Dandaloo. Probus General Meeting
“Look here,” said we, ‘You must not poke
Such oaths at us poor country folk.”

PLEASE NOTE

Will be held on

We rode him softly on a rail,

We shied at him, in careless glee,
Some large tomatoes, rank and stale,
And eggs of great antiquity —

Their wild, unholy fragrance flew At 9.30am
About the town of Dandaloo.

Tuesday November 11

He left the town at break of day,

He led his racehorse through the streets, This allows for members to
And now he tells the tale, they say,

To every racing man he meets. attend Melbourne Cup

And Sydney sportsmen all eschew celebrations if they wish
The atmosphere of Dandaloo.

A.B. (Banjo) Paterson

THIS WAS THE WONDERFUL GATHERING OF
MEMBERS AND GUESTS WE WELCOMED T0
CELEBRATE PROBUS MONTH

With thanks to Kar-Tin Lee for this photograph

Hamilton Probus Club 4
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HAMILTON PROBUS CELEBRATION
OF PROBUS/SENIORS MONTH

Probus/Seniors Month is celebrated throughout Australia during October and this year our club decided to
honour this occasion by asking our members to bring a friend so they could learn more about Hamilton Probus,
where we meet each month and a little about the running of our meetings, the activities we enjoy and the guest
speakers who provide much thought provoking information. The highpoint was to entertain our members and
guests to make it a very special day. We are proud of our club and the ‘Fun, Friendship and Fellowship’ it offers
our members, so we agreed to hold the celebration as part of our General Meeting.

| am happy to report that due to so many members bringing friends (see photograph on previous page) and the
engaging entertainment, it was a delightful morning filled with singing, laughter, great entertainment and
ensuring our guests were made very welcome. Our message “Why be lonely when there’s a Probus Club?
Belonging brings joy”.

We were honoured to have Cr Julia Dixon attend and the article in the Village News also encouraged local people
to attend, including a member of Rotary Club of Hamilton, Stefan Bono, who is their Club Public Image Chair.

The General Meeting was opened by our President, Robin McLeod, who welcomed our guests and explained
about Probus Month. Guests were then able to witness the induction of a new member, Keith Norman.

After a brief general meeting our President Robin, shared an overview of activities and outings that took place
throughout the year, which showed the many happy times members shared together. Photos of some of those
events showed on the screen. Thank you Kar-Tin for organising this presentation. As Robin mentioned, the
photos on the screen provided a visual reference to the events and ‘the more outings we share the more we get
to know our fellow members’.

Now to the highlight of the morning The Entertainment. Our MC was Peter Llewellyn. The smooth running of an
event depends on the capability of the MC. Thank you, Peter.

Our enjoyment and fun commenced with the introduction of the Barbershop Quartet, known as Mates Rates
Capalaba, who thrilled us with beautiful harmony for 20 minutes with their sophisticated yet fun performance. It
was interesting to hear how the name, Barbershop Quarter originated many years ago. Members praised their
strong vocal performance and their ability to connect with the audience.

Continued next page
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(Continued from previous page)

Next was Bruce Collins - Heart Fit - who spoke about changing the way we age and prioritising our health and
fitness to live our ‘best life’. Good health and happiness do not happen accidentally, it is a Choice - a Lifestyle,
which gives you the best chance of ageing well. | believe that a performer who is willing to share the story of
their life enhances the interest of the audience, and it was so good to hear Bruce tell his story and to then
have us all up exercising to music.

Dr Patrick Mahoney, one of our members, followed with the entertainment and recited some Australian
poetry with the common theme ‘the shadier side of horse racing’ which is appropriate so close to the
Melbourne Cup. His ability to remember and recite the following poems was amazing: An Idyll of Dandeloo,
How the Favourite Beat us, and Mulligan’s Mare.

The final entertainment was Peter Llewellyn with his presentation of humour making us laugh which was a
great way to end a Probus/Seniors Month celebration. And then we had the rendition of ‘I Still Call Australia
Home” by Mates Rates to end the morning.

The Lucky Door Raffle was drawn and two lucky people walked away with the prizes.
We were then invited to enjoy a special morning tea.

Seventy five people attended and we are delighted that some guests have already asked for Application Forms
so they can join next year.

Anne Gooley

we are wot ageing
We are ripening to perfection

————ee——

Hamilton Probus Club 6
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MEMBERS ENJOY! NG OUR PROBUS MONTH
CELEBRATIONS — withthanksto Greg Megtlvery for photos

Right: The gorgeous girls who grace our hospitality
group: Laurie Richards, Julie Peake, Phyllis
Ommensen and Trisha Anderson

Julie Peake with guest, Pam Naylor, getting
into the celebration spirit.

Barry Henzell ready for the
entertainment

Rhondda Todd, Janice Blackford and Marie Gillett

Hamilton Probus Club 7
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Right: Two of our nonagenarians looking fit
and happy - Robin Edwards and Peter
Bekkers

President, Robin McLeod with Megan
duPlessis

Bette-Anne Swanson talking with party organiser,
Anne Gooley, and with John Ladbrook.

Greeting our many guests - John Peake and — ol cak P ith
John Wright Cutting the ceremonial cake - Anne Gooley wit

President Robin McLeod

Please note........Peter Bekkers lost his sunglasses at the October meeting. The glasses had a
cord attached. If you, or someone you know of, found the glasses could you please hand them
to either President Robin or Secretary Jan so they can be returned to their owner. Thank you.

Hamilton Probus Club 8
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RAISING A SMILE PAGE

Always make sure your
loved ones are buckled up.

n »Ih [mﬂ _f =
=N
"You put a round thing on a spinning plate with

a needle and then you play with buttons and
knobs ... only old people know how to do it!"

2

You play any \l sometimes

dangerous disagree with
sports?

O

The longer | live, the more
convinced | am that this planet
is used by other planets as a

lunatic asylum.

GEORGE BERNARD SHAW = x - :
"He's got a point. Nobody eats
a flamingo on Thanksgiving."

Hamilton Probus Club 9
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ASCOT RAILWAY STATION
ASCOT

Ascot Railway Station first opened as ‘Hendra Siding’ on September 3 1882. It was renamed
as ‘Racecourse’ and then renamed again as ‘Ascot’ in 1897.

Before the advent of the railway station, visitors to the nearby racecourse (built from 1863
onwards) arrived by horse and buggy or by crossing the river on a small steamer dubbed the
‘shuttlecock boat’. The building of the rail line had punters pouring through the station and
continued doing so in increasing numbers until the depression in1893.

As a quaintly suitable accessory for the nearby historical race grounds, Racecourse (later
Ascot) Railway Station was purpose built to bring in the crowds to the popular horse races.

Little else has changed at Ascot Station since then, including its semaphore signalling and
interlocked cabin - the only station left in Brisbane to have retained these antiquated systems
and one of only a handful in Queensland.

The line was electrified in 1988 but regular services to the station were suspended in 1993 as
part of the statewide rationalisation of the rail network with closure of under-utilised or
unprofitable rail lines. Trains continued to serve
Ascot when major race events were held.

Passenger services resumed on 27 January 1998,
but only as far as Doomben with bus connections
to the other abandoned stations.

The station was heritage-listed in 2004,
recognising its historical significance alongside
Eagle Farm Racecourse.

Ladies enjoying the races at Ascot Racetrack Oct 1941

Hamilton Probus Club 10
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-CELIBACY IS NOT HEREDITORY.

-BEAUTY IS ONLY SKIN DEEP, UGLY GOES TO THE BONE.

-NEVER ARGUE WITH A FOOL, PEOPLE MIGHT NOT KNOW THE DIFFERENCE.
-FRIENDS COME AND 60, BUT ENEMIES ACCUMULATE.

-THE OTHER QUEUE ALWAYS MOVES FASTER.

~ANYTHING YOU TRY T0 FIX WILL TAKE LONGER AND COST MORE THAN
YOU THOUGHT.

~THE CHANCE OF A SLICE OF BREAD FALLING BUTTER SIDE DOWN IS
DIRECTLY PROPORTIONAL T0 THE COST OF THE CARPET.

-NEVER SLEEP WITH ANYONE CRAZIER THAN YOURSELF.

-THE REPAIRMAN WILL NEVER HAVE SEEN A MODEL QUITE LIKE YOURS.
- SHORT CUT IS THE LONGEST DISTANCE BETWEEN TWO POINTS.
-ANYTHING 600D IN LIFE IS EITHER ILLEGAL, IMMORAL OR FATTENING.
~THE LIGHT AT THE END OF THE TUNNEL IS THE HEADLAMP OF AN
ONCOMING TRAIN.

~IN ORDER TO 6ET A LOAN, YOU MUST FIRST PROVE YOU DON'T NEED IT.
-MURPHY’S GOLDEN RULE: WHOEVER HAS THE GOLD MAKES THE RULES.

Edward Aloysius Murphy Jr. (January 11, 1918 — July 17, 1990) was an
American aerospace engineer who worked on safety-critical systems. He is
best known for his namesake “Murphy’s law”, which is said to be

“Anything that can go wrong will go wrong”.

T — L

Hamilton Probus Club
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MURPHY’S OTHER LAWS TO PONDER......... .

1. Light travels faster than sound. This is why some people appear bright until you hear
them speak.

2. Afineis a tax for doing wrong. A tax is a fine for doing well.
3. He who laughs last, thinks slowest.

4. Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.

5. Those who live by the sword get shot by those who don’t.

6. The 50-50-90 rule: Anytime you have a 50-50 chance of getting something right,
there’s a 90% probability you’ll get it wrong.

7. The things that come to those who wait, may be the things left by those who got there
first.

8. Flashlight: A case for holding dead batteries.
9. God gave you toes as a device for finding furniture in the dark.

10.When you go into court, you are putting yourself in the hands of twelve people who
weren’t smart enough to get out of jury duty.

00000000000000000000000000

“I know you're my family, but I don’t
find these visits comforting.”

We all know that mirrors don't lie.....
I'm just glad they don't laugh

Hamilton Probus Club 12
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Date  Member

[1] Rama Naidoo

[1] Susan Wright

[6] Robin Edwards
(8] Sonja Comerford
[10] David McEvoy

[14] Leith Fussell
[23] Douglas Fussell
[26] Peter Bekkers
[27] Glenda Winders
[29] Tricia Hanlon

——

Introducing new member Keith Norman.

Keith was born in 1946 and attended Wooloowin SS
and Windsor SS before going on to Brisbane Grammar.
He did Veterinary Science at University of Queensland,
married (Hamilton club member) Jacky in 1967 before
graduating in 1969.

Keith ran a Veterinary practice for ten years and then
retired into property development.

He and Jacky have four children, eight grandchildren
and one great-granddaughter.

They have travelled extensively over the years.

Keith’s main interests include Horse Racing, Squash, Golf (RQ member for 47 years) and Fishing
(commercial charters).

Please join me in welcoming Keith as our newest member to Hamilton Probus Club.

Hamilton Probus Club 13
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We have no WALKERS report for this month as our
Wallkemaster, John Wright, has been laid Low with
the Llurgy He held up well for the walk we did
along the riverfront from the Botanic Gardens,
along Mangrove Wallke and ultimately across to the
South Banlk before heading back to OLA
Goveriment House for coffee and cake... and

what can I soqj;? We had earned it!

Grebk well soon, John,

HAMILTON PRODBUS CLUD CHRISTMAS FARTY
MONDAY DECEMBER 15, 2025 at 11.50am

We will also be Celebrating Hamilton Probus Club’s

35 year armiversarg on that date.

Hamilton Probus Club 14
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MEETING ROSTERS

ROSTERS FOR NOVEMBER 2025

KITCHEN
Laurie Richards - Convenor - 0403 514 932
Susan Wright
SANDWICHES
Jacky Norman & Marie Gillett
FRONT DOOR
Tricia Hanlon & Anne Gooley
GREETERS
Phyllis Ommensen & Greg McGilvery
ROOM SETUP

Alastair Ward & Max Winders

C ;A@ >0
“Yag.
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