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President’s 
report

MAY 2025

Hello everyone, 

It was lovely to see so many members and guests on April Fool’s 
Day, but dear folks, we need more members.  Please ask friends 
and neighbours, and ask Anne Gooley for some Hamilton Probus 
leaflets for a letter drop. 

After the intriguing talk about birds, their habitat and calls, by Dr 
Jim Butler, a self-confessed Birder, it made me think, “What is 
the difference between a Birder and a Twitcher?” 

From Google I learnt that “a Birder is someone who seriously 
pursues the hobby of birdwatching, enjoying bird study, listing or 
other activities involving bird life”:  whereas “a Twitcher is a 
dedicated bird watcher who travels long distances to see rare or 
unusual birds often to add them to a life list.” 

A big thank you to the Activities Committee members who are 
endeavouring to give us all something to look forward to each 
month. This month the praise goes to Marie Gillett for organising 
the informative tour of Newstead House, seen after much 
restoration, and then lunch at The “Brekky Creek”. 

Robin

mailto:janblackford@optusnet.com.au
mailto:tricia.hanlon@outlook.com
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Club General Meeting 

9.30am - 1st Tuesday of each month 

Apologies and names of visitors are 
important to assist with planning. 

Advise Club Secretary at email - 
janblackford@optusnet.com.au 

——————————————————— 

10-min Speaker for May:  

Douglas Fussell presenting The Bushranger Raid 
by the Clarke Gang at Rosebrook Station in 
1866.  

Guest Speaker for May: 

Dr John Earwaker talking about Eucalyptus 
Forests 

———————————————————- 

Outings & Activities coming up: 

May 23:  Pizza in the Park and Bocce  

Monday, June 2:   PAQ Trivia Competition 

Wednesday to Friday, June 18/19/20:  
O’Reilly’s Rainforest Retreat, Lamington 
National Park 

———————————————————- 

Interest Groups: 

Bridge & Mahjong with Marea Reed              
2nd Wednesday 9am - Northern Suburbs 
Bridge Club, Gerler Rd, Hendra. 

Walking group with John Wright                    
3rd Tuesday at time and location advised by 
email. 

Men’s Shed group - 2nd Tuesday at Vito’s 
Coffee Shop, Racecourse Village, Nudgee 
Rd, Hendra at 10am.  

Women’s Coffee group - 4th Tuesday at 
Vito’s Coffee Shop, Racecourse Village, 
Nudgee Rd, Hendra at 10am. 

10 Minute Speaker - Jane Kerr 

THE HAMILTON PROBUS CLUB WEBSITE


 

Jane’s talk was to remind club members about the terrific 
resource the club has for members and for those who are 
interested in becoming members. 

The website address is: https://hamiltonprobus.com.au 	     
It is also easily accessed by typing into your browser: 
Hamilton Probus.  Another small tip to consider is to 
‘bookmark’ the site so access is at your fingertips! 

Once you reach the homepage, navigation is very intuitive 
and you will discover a wealth of information. 

✦       Information about the club 
✦      When and where meetings are held 
✦      The 2025 Committee members 
✦      A link to the history of the club 
✦      There are also links to key pages: 

•    2025 Newsletters 
•    2025 10 Minute Speakers 
•    2025 Guest Speakers 
•    2025 Activities 

  
The newsletters provide lots of club information and are well 
worth  reading. Having them on the site like this means that 
if you miss the emailed version, you can easily access a copy. 

The 10 minutes and Guest Speakers pages give you an idea of 
what topics will be covered at the upcoming meeting. 

The Activities page will keep you informed of upcoming 
events, the person to contact for that particular event and 
their contact details.	 (Continued next page) 

https://hamiltonprobus.com.au
mailto:johnblackford@optusnet.com.au
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(Continued from previous page) 

Further information regarding an Activity or Outing will provide costs, 
transport arrangements etc as necessary. 

Of you are considering introducing a friend to Hamilton Probus, as 
well as bringing them along for a meeting, direct them to the website 
as it will give them a comprehensive look at what the club is all about.  
Webmaster Jane 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

A SPOT FOR THE ARMCHAIR TRAVELLER

Greece’s monasteries in the sky……..


A “gargantuan” array of rock pillars that rise from the forests of Thessaly in northwest Greece, the 
Meteora is among the world’s most “extraordinary” geological formations, says Duncan Craig in 
National Geographic Traveller.  What makes the site truly astonishing, however, are the 24 medieval 
monasteries that are perched on top of these towers, some of which are almost 1,800ft (500 metres) 
tall. Today, six monasteries are still in use, and open to visitors.  The biggest and oldest is the Great 
Meteroron: it is reached via more than 300 steps hewn from the rock, and was once home to a similar 
number of monks. But perhaps the best known is Agia Triada, which featured as a villain’s “clifftop lair” 
in the 1981 Bond film For Your Eyes Only. There are lovely 14th century frescoes in its chapel, and its 
windows frame one of the most “compelling” vistas on Earth.
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GUEST SPEAKER - DR JIM BUTLER - SPEAKING OF BIRDS AROUND 
BRISBANE

Jim has had a passion for birdwatching since he was around 8 years old.  His parental home was close 
to the shores of Botany Bay in Sydney and there were parks and bush all around with a tremendous 
variety of birdlife. Growing up in an era where there was more freedom to roam, every spare moment 
when he was not in school, was spent in the bush, watching birds.  His interest in birds has been 
carried with him as he has travelled across other countries and he continues that interest writing 
articles about birds and their habitats for various magazines and newsletters.  He also conducts guided 
birding tours in the outback and recently led a group from Mt Isa to Adelaide seeking the Grey Falcon 
and Letter-winged Kites. 

Jim opened his talk with reference back to the 2023 ABC TV program “The Secret Lives of our Urban 
Birds: Brisbane”.  The birds featured in this program were the Osprey, the Brush Turkey and the Bush 
Stone-Curlew.  Most of us will have seen or heard of each of these birds. 

Although these were the birds chosen for the program, Jim went on to explain there are so many more 
birds in bushland close to us where we will recognise the call of birds but not necessarily know them 
on sight.  He played the call of the Powerful Owl which many of us will have heard at night.  This owl is 
Australia’s largest owl but is hard to spot because it hunts at night. It is an adept nocturnal hunter with 
its strong beak, piercingly sharp talons and bright eyes like night vision goggles. 

He mentioned the Channel-billed Cuckoo which flies in from PNG  to 
breed during the summer months.  It is another of the birds where you 
will recognise the call (and I’m sorry I can’t illustrate the calls for you) 
but not necessarily know the bird on sight.  It has a very distinctive bill 
with a channel in the upper mandible. This species is the largest brood 
parasite in the world and the largest cuckoo. As with other cuckoos, 
this species lays their eggs in another birds nest and allows that host to 
hatch the chicks and raise the offspring as their own.  Once the chick is 
fledged the Cuckoo parent will ‘call’ and that call recognition, together 

with plumage matching, allows the bird to recognise its own species.  So it is self-referencing.(Continued 

next page)

Osprey - Fish eating bird of 
prey

Australian Brush-Turkey Bush Stone-Curlew

Powerful Owl
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(Continued from previous page) 

Bill mentioned locations that are exceptional for bird-
watching if you have an interest.  One of his favourites 
is the Moggill Creek Catchment area.  There are an 
estimated 220 species and you can find bird lists, field 
guides, photos and articles at 
www.moggillcreek.org.au.

He spoke of the property of a friend who lives in the Upper Brookfield area.  This property with it’s 
wooded areas is home to a wide range of smaller birds  which survive because of the dense scrub that 
gives these small birds protection from the medium sized bullies and larger birds of prey.  The range of 
small birds from Grey Fantails, to Yellow Robins, White-naped Honeyeaters, White-browed Scrubwrens, 
Willy Wagtails, Fairy-wrens and Golden Whistlers makes it a joy to 
witness and observe. 

One of Jim’s favourites is the Rose-crowned Fruit-Dove. 

The Latham’s Snipe is also an interesting bird. It is a medium-sized, 
long-billed, migratory snipe which spends the non-breeding season 
mainly in eastern Australia.  It’s long bill makes feeding in muddy 
edges of freshwater wetlands the ideal smorgasbord.  The Snipe 
returns to Japan, a mere 7,000 km flight, to breed and raise it’s young. 

Bill shared with us his Maxim of Going Walking in the bush without binoculars is like Going Diving in 
the waters of the Great Barrier Reef without a Facemask. 

He encouraged us all to buy the best binoculars available so we can all enjoy the beauties of birdlife 
around us in the Australian bush. 

Rose-crowned Fruit Dove

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Life.* 
* Available for a limited time only.  Limit one (1) per person. Subject to 
change without notice. Provided “as is” and without any warranties.  Non-
transferable and is the sole responsibility of  the recipient.  May incur 
damages arising from use or misuse.  Additional parts sold separately.  Your 
mileage may vary.  Subject to all applicable fees and taxes.  Terms and 
conditions apply.  Other restrictions apply.
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INTRODUCING OUR 2025 COMMITTEE

We will feature more of our committee in the months to come

Peter Llewellyn - Vice President 

Married to Christina 46 years, three children, seven grandchildren. 
Born, education, university and marriage in Victoria.  Moved to 
Queensland 34 years ago.  Lawyer, VIC NSW & QLD.  

Interests are many:  golf, tennis, cycling, kayaking, yachting, crime 
novels, history, guitar, country music, bush walking, camping, horses (in 
particular the Quarter horse and cow horse), Golden Retriever & Jack 
Russell (cos I miss ‘em) and above all else FAMILY. 

And this is just a snapshot of Peter.  You’ll need to talk to him to find 
out more. 

Barbara Fitzell - Membership Officer  

Tasmanian born. I spent some of my childhood in England and my 
senior school years in Hobart. Trained as a nurse at Calvary Hospital. 
Returned to England and worked in London and Italy. Returned to 
Tasmania to spend Christmas 1964 with family and the intention of 
returning to Europe, however, I met John who had sailed in the Sydney 
to Hobart race, and we were married in 1965 and lived in Sydney, John’s 
hometown, then Melbourne and came to Brisbane in 1978. John and I 
raised 2 fantastic children, a daughter and a son. I now have five 
grown-up grandchildren and 3 great grandsons.  I am very blessed. The 
last 20 years of my career were spent at the Royal Brisbane Hospital.

Kar-Tin Lee - Records Officer 

I have lived in Australia for 50+ years. I am Malaysian Chinese from 
Penang. For many years I worked as an academic. After working 
overseas for a few years, I moved to Queensland to take up the role of 
Professor of Digital Learning & Head of School for Teacher Education & 
Leadership at QUT.  My Doctoral Degree is from The University of 
Melbourne. I am very fortunate that my job has provided many 
opportunities for me to lead numerous strategic technology related 
projects in Hong Kong, The Philippines, Malaysia, Thailand, China and 
India. 

I look forward to serving on the committee.
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LEAFY AND DOUGLAS FUSSELL


MARRIED 8 may 1965           
================


Celebrating 60 years of marriagE

PRE-WEDDING DIALOGUE — THIRD TIME LUCKY 

Early 1964	 	 “Will you marry me?”		 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 “No”	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 I thought that was an answer I could work on…… 

Mid 1964	 	 “Will you marry me?”		 	 	 	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 “We’re not talking about that”	 	 	 	 	       
	 	 	 At this stage I knew I had better do something about getting some funds 	
	 	 	 ready for an engagement ring — perhaps sell my new set of golf clubs… 

March 1965	 	 “Will you marry me?”		 	 	 	 	 	 	  
	 	 	 	 “Oh, alright then” 

Left:  Leafy and Douglas smiling down at 
their three little flower girls 

Nineteen of our members enjoyed a guided tour 
of Newstead House to view the recently 
completed refurbishment of the building.  The 
work has  been carefully undertaken to reflect 
the mid-1800s in furnishing and in colour 
selection and was a step back in time.  The 
house, as all know is in an extraordinary location 
with wonderful views of the river and 
surroundings.  The bathroom facilities provided 
great amusement and a degree of perplexity in 
regard to getting into and out of the hip baths. 

We followed up with lunch at the Rum Bar at 
Breakfast Creek Hotel which was enjoyed by all.

MEMBERS ENJOYING THEIR TOUR OF THE NEWLY REFURBISHED 
NEWSTEAD HOUSE — APRIL 10
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Education counts:	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
When I was young I decided I wanted to be a doctor so I took the entrance exam to go to 
medical school.  One of the questions asked to rearrange the letters PNEIS into the name of 
an important human body part which is most useful when erect. 

Those who answered ‘spine’ are doctors today. The rest of us are sending jokes via email.



EDITION 266 MAY 2025

 Hamilton Probus Club 9

Brittanica - History of Playing Cards
The international deck of cards we use today evolved in Europe from the original 52-card Mamluk 
deck used by Slave Soldiers in the Abbasid era around 1250 CE.  The original suits (or Suit Marks)  were 
Swords, Polo Sticks, goblets and coins and each contained ranks 1 to 10 and three court cards.  The 
court cards were King, Upper Viceroy and Lower Viceroy. 

As cards spread through Europe in the 15th century, the card makers of each area adapted the cards 
to their own designs, eventually giving rise to several series of national decks that are still used in their 
countries of origin.  The Spanish and Italians stayed with the original while the German and Swiss 
chose nature-oriented Suit Marks, illustrated in the table below.  The use of simple stencil designs 
reduced the cost of producing playing cards in France, and the French designs were slightly modified 
in England to produce the modern, or International Suit Marks that we recognise today and use for 
our card games. 

Playing cards with Suit Marks reflecting their country of origin are still common in many countries, 
particularly for use in certain traditional card games — but all international competitions use the 
international suit marks. 
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MAY BIRTHDAYS


Date Member

[02] Alf Cavallaro

[04] Libby Isles

[19] Roy Moore

[29] John Walsh
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MEMBERS ENJOYING OUR 
APRIL MEETING

Greeter, Robin Edwards welcoming Peter 
Nicholls to the meeting with Guest, Peter 
Sorensen, In the background.

Greg McGilvery with guest (and cousin) Phillip Cheras

President Robin McLeod & Secretary Janice 
Blackford getting their first meeting 

underway.

The editor does not usually share political views 
or comments in this newsletter but this one was 
irresistible.  Recently published in the British 
news magazine, it shows there is still some 
humour in the world.
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Walking Group – 15 April 2025 

Our April Walk was quite different from our 
previous walks. Taking the advice of Dr Jim 
Butler, our April General Meeting Guest 
Speaker, we met up for a 7.00 am start from the 
Red Shed at the Oxley Common trail head, to 
best hear and observe the birdlife when they are 
most active. Sadly, we were low in numbers for 
this walk, although we were well prepared with 
binoculars and an impressive phone camera 
amongst the walkers. With the sounds of birdlife 
and indications of perfect weather for walking, 
we set off for our nature walk with frequent 
stops, to listen to, watch and photograph, whilst 
attempting to identify the birdlife.      

 

Our walk was called the Pelican 
Island Walk, approximately 4 km in 
length. The first 1,500 metres of the 
walk was along a well-formed 
gravel path well shaded by scrub 
and trees. From here we turned left 
along a formed grass track, named 
Willy Wagtail Way, for a further 
500 metres through grasslands 
toward Pelican Island, and tree and 
mangrove lined lagoons.    

 

 

It is not possible to do justice to our experiences within this article and therefore I have kept the description 
to a minimum and have relied on some of our photographs and a link to a well-known article entitled 
Birding Oxley Common, Brisbane by Hugh Possingham and Mat Gilfedder dated October 2023.  

https://friendsofoxleycreekcommon.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/BirdingOxleyCommon-Oct2023.pdf 

Walking along Willy Wagtail Way 

Debris on the fence line indicating recent flood levels "THAT’S ALL FOLKS, I think it’s the end of the trail" 

And here's WILLY 
Willy Wagtail Way 
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Text reads – WILDLIFE HABITAT AND WATER FILTER 

Several natural drainage lines flow across the site providing high 
flow connection between Oxley Creek and Stable Swamp Creek. 
Many of these were created through farming activities. The small 
wetlands that occur on site are significant from a regional 
perspective since there are few remaining freshwater wetlands in the 
Brisbane urban environment. They provide resting areas for 
waterbirds during migration to other wetlands and provide 
permanent habitat for some individual species. Wetlands also assist 
in removing toxins from stormwater as it flows through the wetlands. 

Australian Magpie 

Little Black Cormorant 

Eastern Great Egret 

Purple Heron or White-faced Heron 

Australian Pelican 
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We made our return journey back to the Red Shed, with wet feet from 
the section of the walk through the grasslands and on to our last 
destination, Grace Café, 286 Oxley Road, Graceville. At Grace Cafe we 
were well looked after with very attentive service and a wonderful 
selection from the menu, and cake and pastry offerings, most of which 
are made in-house by the café. 

 

John 

 

On our return we were greeted by Grey 
Butcherbird singing 

Double-barred Finch 

Coral Tree 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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MEETING ROSTERS

ROSTERS FOR MAY 2025 

KITCHEN 

Laurie Richards - Convenor - 0403 514 932 

Susan Wright 

SANDWICHES 

Megan Du Plessis and Patty Burrows 

FRONT DOOR 

Tricia Hanlon and Anne Gooley 

GREETERS 

Margot Kirby and Phyllis Ommensen 

ROOM SETUP 

Alastair Ward and Max Winders 


