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President’s 
report

APRIL 2025

I hope all members have survived the deluge of 
Cyclone Alfred and are safe and dry now that it has 
passed. 

I look forward to working with the new committee to 
make the next 12 months most enjoyable for 
members and guests of Hamilton Probus Club. 

Don’t forget Club Subscriptions are due in April - 
$45.  You can pay at the April meeting using the Tyro 
machine or directly to the Club’s bank account at: 

	 Hamilton Probus Club Inc.	 	 	 	
	 BSB:   484799		 	 	 	 	
	 Account No.:   029832475 

If paying directly to the club’s bank account please 
include your ‘Surname’ and ‘Dues’ in the reference 
line to assist our Treasurer. 

Robin 

mailto:janblackford@optusnet.com.au
mailto:tricia.hanlon@outlook.com
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Club General Meeting 

9.30am - 1st Tuesday of each month 

Apologies and names of visitors are 
important to assist with planning. 

Advise Club Secretary at email - 
janblackford@optusnet.com.au 

——————————————————— 

10-min Speaker for April:   

Jane Kerr - Using our Club’s website 

Guest Speaker for April: 

Dr. Jim Butler, Assoc.Professor, author, 
enthusiastic birder, speaking of birds 
around Brisbane. 

———————————————————- 

Outings & Activities coming up: 

Thursday, April 10:  Private tour of 
Newstead House and lunch at Breakfast 
Creek Pub 

Friday, May 23  Pizza in the Park and Bocce 
at Kalinga Park 

Monday, June 2:   PAQ Trivia Competition 

———————————————————- 

Interest Groups: 

Bridge & Mahjong with Marea Reed              
2nd Wednesday 9am - Northern Suburbs 
Bridge Club, Gerler Rd, Hendra. 

Walking group with John Wright                    
3rd Tuesday at time and location advised by 
email. 

Men’s Shed group - 2nd Tuesday at Vito’s 
Coffee Shop, Racecourse Village, Nudgee 
Rd, Hendra at 10am.  

Women’s Coffee group - 4th Tuesday at 
Vito’s Coffee Shop, Racecourse Village, 
Nudgee Rd, Hendra at 10am. 

10-MINUTE SPEAKER - DR PATRICK MAHONEY 
============================================

Patrick shared with us his love of 
poetry in all its many forms and how 
he gets great enjoyment from learning, 
by heart, the poems that really capture 
his attention. 

He shared with us an offering from 
Andrew Barton ‘Banjo’ Paterson 
“Saltbush Bill on the Patriarchs’ and it was a joy to listen to 
Patrick recite the full length of the poem. 

We cannot begin to reflect Patrick’s emphasis on points but it 
is a very interesting poem to read so we have chosen to 
include the poem in full so you can draw your own pleasure 
from the reading - and, perhaps, even more pleasure from 
the reading of it right out loud. 

Saltbush Bill on the Patriarchs 

Come all you little rouseabouts and climb upon my knee;	         
Today, you see, is Christmas Day, and so it’s up to me	 	 	
To give you some instruction like — a kind of Christmas tale —	 	
So name your yarn, and off she goes. What, “Jonah and the Whale?  

Well, whales is sheep I’ve never shore; I’ve never been to sea,	 	
So all them great Leviathans, is mysteries to me;		 	 	
But there’s a tale the Bible tells I fully understand,	 	 	
About the time the Patriarchs were settling on the land. 

Those Patriarchs of olden time, when all is said and done,	 	
They lived the same as far-out men on many a Queensland run —	
A lot of roving, droving men who drifted to and fro,	 	 	
The same we did out Queensland way a score of years ago. 

Now Isaac was a squatter man, and Jacob was his son,	 	 	
And when the boy grew up, you see, he wearied of the run.	 	
You know the way that boys grow up —there’s some that stick at 
home;But any boy that’s worth his salt will roll his swag and roam. 

So Jacob caught the roving fit and took the drovers’ track	 	
To where his uncle had a run, beyond the outer back;	 	 	
You see they made for outback runs for room to stretch and grow,	
The same we did out Queensland way a score of years ago. 

Now, Jacob knew the ways of stock — that’s most uncommon clear	
For when he got to Laban’s Run, they made him overseer;	 	
He didn’t ask a pound a week, but bargained for his pay	 	 	
To take the roan and strawberry calves —the same we’d take today. 

(Continued next page) 

mailto:johnblackford@optusnet.com.au
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(Continued from previous page) 

The duns and blacks and “Goulburn roans” (that’s brindles), coarse 
and hard,	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
He branded them with Laban’s brand, in Old Man Laban’s yard;	 	
So, when he’d done the station work for close on seven year,	 	
Why, all the choicest stock belonged to Laban’s overseer.  

It’s often so with overseers — I’ve seen the same things done	 	
By many a Queensland overseer on many a Queensland run.	 	
But when the mustering time came on old Laban acted straight,	 	
And gave him a country of his own outside the boundary gate. 

He gave him stock, and offered him his daughter’s hand in troth;		
And Jacob first he married one, and then he married both;	 	
You see, they weren’t particular about a wife or so —	 	 	
No more were we up Queensland way a score of years ago. 

But when the stock were strong and fat with grass and lots of rain,	
Then Jacob felt the call to take the homeward road again.	 	
It’s strange in every creed and clime, no matter where you roam,		
There comes a day when every man would like to make for home. 

So off he set with sheep and goats, a mighty moving band,	 	
To battle down the homeward track along the Overland —	 	
It’s droving mixed-up mobs like that that makes men cut their throats. 
I’ve travelled rams, which Lord forget, but never travelled goats. 

But Jacob knew the ways of stock, for (so the story goes)		 	
When battling through the Philistines — selectors, I suppose —	 	
He thought he’d have to fight his way, an awkward sort of job;	 	
So what did Old Man Jacob do? Of course, he split the mob. 

He sent the strong stock on ahead to battle out the way;		 	
He couldn’t hurry lambing ewes — no more you could today —	 	
And down the road, from run to run, his hand ‘gainst every hand,	
He moved that mighty mob of stock across the Overland. 

The thing is made so clear and plain, so solid in and out,		 	
There isn’t any room at all for any kind of doubt.		 	 	
It’s just a plain straightforward tale — a tale that lets you know	 	
The way they lived in Palestine three thousand years ago. 

It’s strange to read it all today, the shifting of the stock;	 	 	
You’d think you see the caravans that loaf behind the flock,	 	
The little donkeys and the mules, the sheep that slowly spread,	 	
And maybe Dan or Naphthali a-ridin’ on ahead.	 	 	  

The long, dry, dusty summer days, the smouldering forest at night;	
The stir and bustle of the camp at break of morning light;	 	
The little kids that skipped about, the camels’ dead-slow tramp —	
I wish I’d done a week or two in Old Man Jacob’s camp! 

But if I keep the nearer path, some day, perhaps, I’ll know	 	
How Jacob bred them strawberry calves three thousand years ago. 
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INTRODUCING HAMILTON 
PROBUS COMMITTEE 

MEMBERS  
FOR 2025/26

From left:  Anne Gooley, PAQ rep. ex-officio:  Robin McLeod, 
President: Janice Blackford, Secretary: Kar-Tin Lee, Records Officer: 
Tricia Hanlon, Treasurer: Susan Wright, Activities Coordinator: Frank 

Hill, Committee member: Barbara Fitzell, Membership Officer. 
Not shown in photograph: Peter Llewellyn, Vice-President: Judith 

Williamson, Guest Speaker Coordinator & Jacqui Page, Newsletter 
Editor.

Past President Douglas Fussell has handed the Chain of Office to President Robin McLeod
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GUEST SPEAKER FOR MARCH - RICHARD KINNON, GRAZIER, ENTREPRENEUR, 
STORYTELLER & OUTBACK PIONEER 

Richard Kinnon is from Longreach, Queensland where he runs his family’s 
two cattle and sheep stations and breeds horses whilst also managing his 
tourism business, Outback Pioneers.   

The foundation of Outback Pioneers is to educate and inspire visitors to 
value and preserve the Australian outback way of life.  The business has 
helped position the Longreach region as a must see destination for anyone 
who wants to experience iconic outback Australia. 

In fact, “Outback Pioneers offers the opportunity to step into pioneer shoes 
and experience the awe-inspiring Queensland outback; a place of vast 
horizons, of dust and drought, of heroes and heritage”. 

Richard’s enthusiasm for living in the outback and sharing this experience 
with others is infectious and inspiring.  His enthusiasm for the history of the outback and the 
challenges faced by the brave and intrepid pioneers has led him to re-create a number of outback 
experiences, including a stay at Nogo Station where you will discover real station life,  Cobb and Co 
coach rides and a sunset cruise on a river steamer.  Richard brings all of these experiences to life with 
his marvellous ability to spin a yarn. 

Richard’s family also own and operate The Station Store in Longreach.  The store is based on the 
traditional outback stores that sold everything pioneering families could possibly want.  The store is 
an Aladdin’s cave of outback clothing, hats, books, leatherwear, local crafts, toys, book, homewares, 
haberdashery and more.  There are Stockman’s supplies and enamel homewares.  For those who 
have an interest you can click on the link thestationstore.com.au.  

Above all else, Richard is a very engaging storyteller.  He is quite candid when he tells you the ways he 
managed to avoid and evade getting an education with his mum doing home-teaching and that, in 
hindsight, is something that he regrets from time to time.  It doesn’t appear to have held him back 
from living the life he wants to lead and a life of great successes. 

Even the sunset cruise along the Thompson River, one of the outback experiences available, reads like 
a fairytale with the crew sharing stories about the wildlife and indigenous cultures as the vessel 
travels downstream to arrive, just as the stars come out, at Smithy’s Outback Dinner and Show for a 
memorable two-course camp-oven-style dinner with live entertainment. 

Outback Pioneers has won many awards including the prestigious Queensland Tourism Awards Gold 
Award for Cultural Tourism in 2016 and 2017.  In 2019 they received the Visitor’s Choice Award for 
best Outback Queensland experience, and a prestigious Hall of Fame award in acknowledgement of 
winning Gold in the Outback Queensland Tourism Awards over three consecutive years. 

A HOLIDAY NORTH ANYONE? 

http://thestationstore.com.au
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INTRODUCING OUR 2025 COMMITTEE

We will feature more of our committee in the months to come

Robin McLeod - President 

I am born, bred and schooled in Brisbane.  My background is nursing with four 
year’s training at The Royal Brisbane Hospital. In 1960 I married Rod, an 
optometrist and brought up three children in Wooloowin (then Alderley). 

I have done many years of voluntary work and most satisfying was the work I did 
with the Ladies Auxiliary for the Children’s Hospital.  I spent 27 very interesting 
years meeting people connected with the Hospital, the fund-raising and the 
residents of Leonard Lodge. 

Researching family history has always been a very big interest for me with many 
hours spent in front of a screen of some sort. 

I look forward to my year as President.  I know we will have fun together.

Janice Blackford OAM - Secretary 

Brisbane born, schooled here and in the bush, then Brisbane Girls Grammar School, 
graduating as a School Teacher, my first posting was Ascot State School. 

After marriage and time spent at Cairns Base Hospital, John and I returned to Brisbane 
as he trained to be a surgeon.  We raised three beautiful daughters while I helped 
manage his practice.  I because heavily involved in community life, from education to 
medical ethics, supporting music and art where I trained as a volunteer guide at both 
QAG and GOMA, where I still work. 

Our family is very important to us, with five grownup grandchildren of whom we are 
very proud.

Tricia Hanlon - Treasurer 

I first moved to Hamilton in June 1974 with my husband and two very young boys. My 
husband was a builder and we concentrated on developing residential properties. We 
also built in remote areas of Queensland. I am very involved with my family who have 
all recently moved back into the family home, I hope temporarily, so life is very busy. 

My background is in running the office & accounts for our building ops for 30 yrs. I 
then worked in Contract Dispute Resolutions for the last 25 years of my working life 
resolving complex construction disputes for a number of large corporations. 

I enjoy being your Treasurer and am happy to keep a close eye on the Club’s finances. I 
am happy to answer questions from members on club finances.
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ANZAC DAY — APRIL 25,  2025

Brisbane:  Dawn Service commences 
4:28am sharp in Anzac Square in the heart 
of the City. 

The Anzac Day Parade will be held on 
Adelaide Street, between George Street 
and Creek Street, from 9.45am - 12.30pm. 

Cameron Rocks War Memorial: Anzac Day 
Candlelight service at Cameron Rocks 
commences at 5.00am, hosted by Clayfield-
Toombul RSL.

The Ode 

The Ode of Remembrance is a poem that is commonly recited at Anzac Day services to 
commemorate wartime sacrifice. 

The Ode comes from ‘For the Fallen’, a poem by English poet and writer Laurence Binyon — 
1869-1943.  The poem was first published in The Times on 21 September 1914. It was later 
published in the Winnowing Fan — Poems of the Great War. 

By mid-September 1914, less than seven weeks after the outbreak of war, the British 
Expeditionary Force in France had already suffered severe casualties.  Long lists of the dead and 
wounded appeared in British newspapers.  It was against this background that Binyon wrote For 
the Fallen. 

I have chosen to include just two verses of the poem as, perhaps, the most poignant. 

They went with songs to the battle, they were young,	
Straight of limb, true of eyes, steady and aglow,	 	
They were staunch to the end against odds uncounted,	
They fell with their faces to the foe. 

They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old;	
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn,	 	
At the going down of the sun and in the morning	 	
We will remember them.
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THE HAMILTON 
HOTEL

In 1865, Gustavus Hamilton established a hotel on this site and named it The Hamilton after himself.  
The hotel quickly became a reference point in the sparsely populated district and soon the area around 
the hotel was also being referred to as ‘The Hamilton’.  By the turn of the century, the area officially 
became known as Hamilton when it was proclaimed a local authority under the Divisional Boards Act.  
Over the years, the hotel was run by several licensees who provided both refreshments and meals.  
The hotel became especially renowned for its hospitality on race days. 

Being situated so close to the Brisbane River, the hotel was susceptible to flooding and in February 
1893 it was badly damaged when Brisbane suffered its worst recorded flood event.  Torrential rain 
from three successive cyclones that crossed the central Queensland coast caused the banks of the river 
to burst three times in one month.  The first and third flood events caused the most damage. 

Viewed from Hamilton’s hills, the flood waters covered the entire Breakfast Creek area and the low 
areas of Albion.  Across the river, the entire Bulimba peninsular was submerged.  The flood waters also 
spread to Eagle Farm.  It was reported: “From a late hour on Saturday the Hamilton Road was quite 
impassable, the water washing up against the cuttings and over the houses between the hills, and all 
communication with the city in this direction was completely cut off.  Beyond the Hamilton Hotel, 
where the water rose to a considerable height over the bar counter, travelling by road was an 
impossibility” (The Queenslander, 11 February 1893). 

When the January 2011 flood engulfed 
Brisbane, the banks along this stretch of 
the river held.  There were, however, 
several jetties and boats damaged by the 
rapidly moving water. 

The picture to the left shows Jordan Terrace 
residents surveying the damage of the 1893 
floods in Bowen Hills.



EDITION 265 APRIL 2025

 Hamilton Probus Club 9

A week ago, my Mother-in-law began 
reading “The Exorcist”. 

She said it was the most evil book she had 
ever read.  So evil in fact, she couldn’t finish 
it, took it over to the beach and threw it into 

the ocean off a fishing pier. 
I went and bought another copy, ran the 
faucet over it and left it in the night table 

drawer by her bed. 
I’m going to Hell

AND SOME SEXIST STUFF SAVED UP FOR A RAINY DAY

A police recruit was asked 

during an exam, “What 

would you do if you had 

to arrest your own 

mother?”  The reply, “Call 

for backup”.

There are two ways of 
arguing with a woman. 

Neither one works.

I don’t always wake up grumpy………… 

Sometimes I let her sleep in.
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS


Date Member

[02] Kar-Tin Lee

[05] Greg McGilvery

[10] Brian Springthorpe

[12] Nicki Duveck-Smith

[21] Anne Clay

[25] John Ladbrook

[25] John Wright

[30] Barry Henzell

 Introducing new member KAY ELLIOTT

I was brought up and educated in Brisbane, after which I worked for 
The Colonial Sugar Refinery Co. as secretary to the Production 
Manager. 

Married in 1968 and moved west as husband, Tony, had been offered 
a position in Charleville. After ten years and two children, we 
returned to Brisbane to join the family business, Henzell Real Estate.  
It has been in my family since 1875 and is the longest running family 
Real Estate business in Brisbane. In between raising our two children, 
I have enjoyed many opportunities to give back to the community 
and, of course, many hours at the schools in various volunteer roles 
and fund-raising activities.  I have enjoyed volunteering at Charlies 
Angels at Prince Charles Hospital where our daughter was a patient 
for many years, for Meals on Wheels and for Karuna Hospice.  I have 
indulged in (and will never master) the game of bridge which I have 
enjoyed now for the past 30 years. 

I am looking forward to making new friends at Probus. Thank you to 
Marea Reed for introducing me.   Kay Elliot
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MEMBERS ENJOYING OUR 
MARCH MEETING

Barry Henzell happy to 
see sister, Kay Elliott 

inducted into Hamilton 
Probus Club

Anne Gooley and Alastair Ward sorting out the 
Outings and Activities lists.

John Blackford, a happy man to be at 
the end of his service as Club secretary

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Douglas Fussell, a very happy 
man to be at the end of his 

final year as President.
Kar-Tin Lee looking excited about 
heading off to Italy on holiday

Marea Reed sharing news 
of how well the Games Club 

is doing
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Walking Group – 18 March 2025 

We were down on our numbers for the March 2025 Walk but it did not detract from the enjoyment we all 
had. Six of us met as planned at Orleigh Park, travelling by car, only to find that the CityCats were running 
having received the all-clear at the weekend following the Cyclone Alfred deluge.  

The walk covered a little over 5 kilometres, with perfect weather for walking.   

We started heading downstream, alongside the Brisbane River until we reached Cranbrook Place where 
Cranbrook House once stood, an aboriginal girls’ home between 1900 and 1906. Cranbrook House has a 
very sad history and is now a place of commemoration for the Stolen Generation, operating during this 
period under the Queensland Protection of Aboriginals and Control of opium Act 1897. 

Part of our small group, les filles, were approached by an apparent local resident, who explain that the large 
compass “mosaic” adjacent to the South Brisbane Sailing Club premises had a distinct peculiarity. If you 
stood in the exact middle of the compass facing north, when you spoke you would hear your voice echoed. 
On the spot, it was put to the test and said to be correct. The other part of the small group, les hommes, were 
a little sceptical and agreed it might require more verification at another time.          

Moving on through the inner 
streets of West End we 
reached the Thomas Dixon 
Centre, home to the 
Queensland Ballet. Their 
new café, Tom’s Kitchen, 
has only open a day or so 
ago and on inspection of the 
delights on offer, it showed 
great promise. We decided to 
make a quick trip inside and 
firstly spent some time 
viewing the ever-changing digital artwork depicting flowers through the changing seasons over a year. A 
passing staff member, Amy, stopped and spoke to us on the significance of the artwork. Just before leaving, 
we took a chance and asked another staff member if we could view into the Wardrobe Workroom from the 
door. It was our lucky day, as it was David Power, who spent considerable time out of his busy schedule to 
show us, and talk to us about, the wardrobe, the artists’ gym and ice room. David was appointed The Jette 
Parker Ballet Associate in October 2024, after an impressive dancing career with Queensland Ballet, cut 
short by a dance related injury resulting in a broken spine. We thank both Amy and David for generously 
giving us their time, without prior notice.  

With further meandering through the West End Streets, we arrived at Mick’s 
Nuts on the corner of Hardgrave 
Road and Vulture Street, a 
favourite for the past 50 years. 
Following a brief visit into 
Mick’s we walked on to a 
previously visited “hole in the 
wall” coffee shop, which sadly is 
now no more, only the wonderful 
artwork remaining. We then 
moved on to arrive at West 
Village and a favourite, Kürtősh House, a Hungarian bakery.    
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At Kürtősh House, we each settled into our 
preferred selection of baked delights. A couple of 
us decided to purchase the chimney cake, it 
certainly looked appetising at the time and is 
probably meant to be eaten straight away and not 
taken home to be eaten hours later, when the result 
was a little disappointing.  

On our final leg, it was decided that we would 
revisit Fish Lane to see the street art, some old and 
some new, especially as all the recent construction 
works have been completed. 

One of the new exhibits along the way was Raphael, 
the traveller, in bronze, suitcase in hand. It was an 
exceptional piece, very cleverly arranged, and clearly 
Raffa was unphased by Alfie. 

 

Finally, we arrived at the Cultural Centre Bus Station to take the No 61 City Glider bus service back to 
Orleigh Park to pick up the cars for our return journey.   

John 
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MEETING ROSTERS

ROSTERS FOR APRIL 2025 

KITCHEN 

Laurie Richards - Convenor - 0403 514 932 

Susan Wright 

SANDWICHES 

Rama Naidoo and Marea Reed 

FRONT DOOR 

Tricia Hanlon and Anne Gooley 

GREETERS 

Robin Edwards and John Wright 

ROOM SETUP 

Greg McGilvery and Alf Cavallaro 


