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President’s 
report

February 2025

Can we better the fun and fellowship that we enjoyed in 
2024?  The answer, of course, is yes and the 2025 
Activities Committee are hard at work determined to do 
just that. 

2024 finished with a great flurry - 

✦ There was the Ascot/Hamilton Pizza in the Park - most 
successful 

✦ There was the “thank you” event in the Park for all our 
volunteers - a lot of fun 

✦ There was the Lord Mayor’s Seniors Christmas Carols - 
what wonderful singing 

✦ Then there was our Christmas Lunch at RQGC - 
described as best ever 

I hope all members had a lovely Christmas and wish them 
a Happy New Year. 

Douglas

mailto:bandjfitzell@bigtpond.com
mailto:johnblackford@optusnet.com.au
mailto:tricia.hanlon@outlook.com


EDITION 263 FEBRUARY 2025

 Hamilton Probus Club 2

OUR 10-MINUTE SPEAKER FOR DECEMBER 
MEETING WAS GREG MCGILVERY

Greg actually stepped in as our ‘Guest Speaker’ taking time 
to share with us a recent trip that he and wife, Kate, had 
recently undertaken in Western Australia. 

Without time constraints Greg was able to highlight points of 
interest in their travels which extended from Mundaring, 
north-east of Perth through to Albany and we’ve shared the 
map below. 

Greg and Kate flew into Perth on a direct flight out of 
Brisbane.  

 Settling in to learning about their holiday destination they 
found the earliest settlement of Perth took place around 
1829 when Captain James Stirling established the Swan River 
Colony.  It was the first free-settler colony in Australia 
established by private capital.  From 1850, convicts began to 
arrive at the colony in large numbers to build roads and 
other public infrastructure.  There have been waves of 
migrants since, of British, Irish, Italian (a big Sicilian 
contingent), South African, Indian, South East Asian, and 
some Persian (Iran).  The indigenous population had been 
living there for the past 50,000 years on Whadjuk country.                                             
(Continued next page) 

Club General Meeting 

9.30am - 1st Tuesday of each month 

Apologies and names of guests are 
important to assist with planning. 

Advise Club Secretary at email - 
johnblackford@optusnet.com.au 

——————————————————— 

10-min Speaker for February:   

Guest Speaker for February: 

Brian Guthrie - Group Head of Training and 
Innovation - Lifeflight 

———————————————————- 

Outings & Activities coming up: 

February 20, 2025 :   Citycat trip to Regatta 
Hotel and lunch at the Regatta. 

March: planning still underway 

April: planning still underway 

———————————————————- 

Interest Groups: 

Bridge & Mahjong with Marea Reed              
2nd Wednesday 9am - Northern Suburbs 
Bridge Club, Gerler Rd, Hendra, cost $5. 

Walking group with John Wright                    
3rd Tuesday at time and location advised by 
email. 

Men’s Shed group - 2nd Tuesday at Vito’s 
Coffee Shop, Racecourse Village, Nudgee 
Rd, Hendra at 10am.  

Women’s Coffee group - 4th Tuesday at 
Vito’s Coffee Shop, Racecourse Village, 
Nudgee Rd, Hendra at 10am. 

mailto:johnblackford@optusnet.com.au
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(Continued from previous page) 

The current population of WA is almost three million people of which 4% are indigenous. 

Perth is renowned for its Black Swans which are native to WA and the 
regional symbol for Western Australia.  Greg and Kate were able to observe 
some of these ‘natives’ on the Swan River near Kings Park and also at 
Mandurah which is south of Perth. 

Some spectacular trees were 
investigated;  amongst them the most 
impressive Gloucester Tree in the 

Pemberton area.  This tree is a Giant Karri eucalypt,  61 metres tall 
(200ft) and was used as a fire lookout tree.  It is a major tourist 
attraction for Pemberton.  Karri can grow to over 80 metres and a 
living one has a girth of 13 metres (38ft).  The Gloucester Tree has 
been pegged to allow visitors to climb to the hut which is 
constructed as a visitors’ gallery.  It isn’t a climb for the faint 
hearted.  If you look closely at the photograph you can see the peg 
steps leading up into the canopy. 

The photograph below is Greg standing in the base of an 
enormous Red Tingle eucalypt  in the “Forest of the Giants Walk”. 

Some spectacular coastal scenery was seen along the coastline 
towards Albany with Dynamite Bay, Sandy Cape and Trigg Beach 
closer in to Perth. 

Of great interest in Albany was the National Anzac Centre  which  
commemorates those troops that sailed out of Albany destined for 
the war in Europe.   

The first convoy sailed from King George Sound, Western Australia 
on November 1, 1914 and included 38 troop ships (36 from Albany, 
2 from Fremantle).  The second departed on December 30, 1914.   
The ships carried 41,000 men and 12 thousand horses into war.

The Anzac Centre is an impressive building and its symbolic location was selected for its strong sense of 
place as it looks out across King George Sound.  The Centre is known for commemorating the war 
through stories of the Anzacs by using multimedia, interactive technology and historical artefacts to 
create a deeply personal connection with the past, as well as paying tribute to those who served.       	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (Continued next page) 
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(Continued from previous page) 

The visit to the Discovery Bay whaling station museum, known as Cheyne’s Beach Whaling station 
proved interesting.   This historic whaling station is the only 
experience of its kind in the world where you can explore an intact 
whale processing factory and whale chasing ship which has been 
fully restored.  The Cheynes Beach Whaling Company was the last 
whaling company to cease operations in Australia, closing in 1978.  
At its peak, the station provided 60% of the world’s sperm whale 
oil. During the 26 years of operation 14,600 whales were taken. 

It is now an interactive museum on whales and whaling and, 
amongst the exhibits,  Greg and Kate viewed a photo of an 8 metre 
long giant squid taken from the stomach of a 14 metre sperm 
whale.   The photo to the left is Kate standing next to a skeleton of 
a Pygmy whale. 

Greg closed his talk with a photograph of a Western Australian Christmas tree which is quite striking 
in its colouring.  This particular photograph shows an Christmas tree next to a quite large grass tree.

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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THE INVICTUS GAMES WILL TAKE PLACE IN VANCOUVER & WHISTLER


FEBRUARY 8-16 2025


The Invictus Games is an international multi-sport event for wounded, injured and sick servicemen and 
women, both serving and veterans.  The Invictus Games Foundation, the charity behind the games, was 
established following the success of the Invictus Games in London in 2014. 

The inaugural Invictus Games created a blueprint for inspiring many ‘wounded warriors’ on their journey 
of recovery.  For every competitor that took part in 2014 there are many more who would benefit from 
having the same opportunity.  An inspirational documentary is available on Netflix and is called “Heart of 
Invictus”.  It tells the story of some of the veterans who have literally regained their interest in living life 
and striving to overcome their war injuries. 

The games this year will be held In Vancouver & Whistler and will bring together over 500 competitors 
from over 20 nations to compete in adaptive sports similar to the Paralympics. For the first time the 
games will include winter sports. 

In 1875, English poet William Ernest Henley wrote Invictus, a poem that has long served as inspiration 
for those facing adversity or challenges in their lives.  This poem was inspiration for the games and the 
Latin word Invictus means “unconquered”.  
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Janice and I extend to the membership of Hamilton Probus our best wishes for a peaceful, happy and 
healthy New Year. 

It is worth reflecting on the year just passed.  Under the chairmanship of our greatly respected 
President our General Meetings have, without exception, been well run, informative and entertaining.  
We extend our compliments to Greg McGilvery and to the irrepressible Mrs Rhondda Todd; our 10 
Minute speakers and Guest Speakers made a major contribution to the enjoyment of our General 
Meetings. 

The Activities team has, as expected, arranged a raft of well received and well-attended events.  Thank 
you to all involved. 

Under the supervision of Laurie Richards, the catering roster successfully fed and watered us following 
conclusion of our General Meetings.  Thank you to all who contributed. 

An important element in the successful running of our Club is the largely unseen activities of your 
Management Committee.  For this Committee to properly discharge its responsibilities, committee 
succession remains an important element.  Ideally, committee composition should comprise an 
element of acquired wisdom gained from experience, committee members who are acquiring 
experience, and newer maybe younger members who are keen to introduce new ideas. 

To this end, and on the following page of this Newsletter, is a Nomination Form for Committee 
Membership which is self-explanatory.  Should you have even the slightest interest in participation in 
committee decision-making it is important that you at least nominate.  Election of Officers is 
conducted at the Annual General Meeting immediately following the March General Meeting. 

Completed Nomination Forms should be received by the Secretary either as hard copy or by email at, 
or before, our General Meeting Tuesday 6th Feb, 2025.   

Email address: johnblackford@optusnet.com.au 

John Blackford 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

SOME IMPORTANT WORDS FROM OUR SECRETARY

OUR FIRST OUTING FOR THE YEAR IS 
LUNCH AT THE REGATTA HOTEL. 

WATCH FOR THE FLYER TO BE RELEASED SOON

mailto:johnblackford@optusnet.com.au
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The Christmas lunch was, once again, a splendid affair.  The room was decorated in sparkling fashion  
and Janice Blackford had done an excellent job in liaising with the Golf Club banqueting staff and all 
progressed exactly as planned. 

Our Master of Ceremonies, Peter Llewellyn, was dressed in Christmas Red shorts and did a star turn 
with Christmas jokes intersected with jokes about mother-in-laws led by his own experience in this 
latter field.  Once again Peter did a fine job of keeping everyone informed on the progress of our event. 

It was a fun affair, the food was excellent and the company even better.  Following are just a few of the 
photographs taken on the day. 

CHRISTMAS PARTY AT ROYAL QUEENSLAND GOLF CLUB
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PIZZA IN THE PARK WITH ASCOT CLUB MEMBERS


This event, held on the last Wednesday in November, proved to be a great success when 30 Hamilton 
Probus Club members joined with 30+ Ascot Probus Club members to celebrate the 2024 year and 
membership of Probus and the benefits we all gain from belonging to a club that provides fun, 
fellowship and friendship to all who join. 

Our local member, Cr. Julia Dixon came along to help us celebrate.  We were also joined by two young 
reporters from Village Voice newspaper who wrote a very good article about the event and about the 
benefits of belonging to a club like Probus.  Their article was accompanied by photographs showing 
people enjoying themselves over drinks and canapés. 

The canapés were followed by slices of pizza, fruit, ice-creams and chocolates.  It was a fine feast but 
the event was successful to such a point that President Douglas has asked that we have it on the agenda 
for next year.

President Douglas Fussell and President David 
Phillips

Glenis Phillips of Ascot Club speaking with 
our member,  Patty Burrows

Left:  Margot Kirby clutching 
the banner to make sure it 
didn’t fly away. 

Right:  Robin McLeod 
laughing at someone’s joke
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OF THE 99 PERCENT OF ALL PEOPLE ON THIS PLANET WHO WERE 
BORN BETWEEN 1938 AND 1941, ONLY ONE PERCENT SURVIVE.


THOSE PEOPLE ARE ‘THE SURVIVORS’


✦ A staggering 99% of people born between 1930 and 1946 (globally) are now dead. 

✦ If you were born in this time span, your ages range between 78 and 94 years old (a 16-year 
age span) and you are one of the rare surviving one-percenters. 

✦ You are the smallest group of children born since the early 1900’s. 

✦ You are the last generation, climbing out of the depression, who can remember the winds of 
war and the impact of a world at war that rattled the structure of our daily lives for years. 

✦ You are the last to remember ration books for everything from tea to sugar to shoes. 

✦ You can remember milk being delivered to your house early in the morning and placed in 
the “milk box” at the front door. 

✦ Discipline was strictly enforced by parents and teachers. 

✦ You are the last generation who spent childhood without television and instead, you 
“Imagined” what you heard on the radio. 

✦ With no TV, you spent your childhood “playing outside”. There was no city playground for 
kids. 

✦ The lack of television in your early years meant that you had little real understanding of 
what the world was like. 

✦ We got “black-and-white” TV in the late 50s that had 3 stations and no remote. 

✦ Telephones (if you had one) were one to a house and hung on the wall in the kitchen (who 
cares about privacy?) 

✦ Computers were called calculators; they were hand-cranked. 

✦ Typewriters were driven by pounding fingers, throwing the carriage, and changing the 
ribbon.  INTERNET and GOOGLE were words that did not exist. 

✦ Newspapers and magazines were written for adults and your dad would give you the comic 
pages after he read the news. 

✦ The news was broadcast on your radio in the evening.  The radio network gradually 
expanded from 3 stations to thousands. 

✦ New highways would bring jobs and mobility.  Most highways were 2 lanes and there were 
no Motorways.                                                                                          (Continued next page) 
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(Continued from previous page) 

✦ You went to the city to shop.  

✦ You walked to school and back. 

✦ Your parents were suddenly free from the confines of the depression and the war, and they 
threw themselves into working hard to make a living for their families. 

✦ You weren’t neglected, but you weren’t today’s all-consuming family focus. 

✦ They were glad you played things like Fiddle Sticks, Grab, Monopoly, Marbles and Jacks by 
yourselves.  They were busy discovering the postwar world. 

✦ You entered a world of overflowing plenty and opportunity;  a world where you were 
welcomed, enjoyed yourselves. 

✦ You felt secure in your future, although the depression and poverty were deeply remembered. 

✦ Polio was still a crippler.  Everyone knew someone who had it. 

✦ You are the last generation to experience an interlude when there were no threats to our 
country.  World War 2 was over and the cold war, terrorism, global warming, and perpetual 
economic insecurity had yet to haunt life. 

✦ Only your generation can remember a time after WW2 when our world was secure and full of 
bright promise and plenty. 

✦ You grew up at the best possible time, a time when the world was getting better. 

✦ More than 99% of you are retired now, and you should feel privileged to have ‘“lived in the 
best of times!”  

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS


Date Member

[10] Anne Gooley

[13] Patrick Mahoney

[23] Peter Llewellyn

[28] Don Jobbins

  

FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Date Member

[13] James Ellison

[14] Janice Blackford OAM

[15] Jack Larkin

[21] Peter Nicholls

[21] Laurie Richards

[26] Peter Moffatt

[27] Rhondda Todd

RECENT SCIENTIFIC STUDIES SUGGEST 


THAT PEOPLE WHO HAVE MORE BIRTHDAYS


USUALLY LIVE LONGER
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SOME THINGS WEIRD AND WONDERFUL

Published in British News Magazine   
‘The Week’ 30 November, 2024 .

Did you know:

✦ Your shoes are the first thing people 
subconsciously notice about you.  Wear nice 
shoes.

✦ There are at least 6 people in the world who 
look exactly like you.  There’s a 9% chance that 
you’ll meet one of them in your lifetime.

✦ There are three things the human brain cannot 
resist noticing — food, attractive people and 
danger.

✦ Putting dry tea bags in gym bags or smelly shoes 
will absorb the unpleasant odour.

✦ People who laugh a lot are healthier than those 
who don’t.

✦ Smile.  It is the ultimate anti-depressant.

✦ Laziness and inactivity kills as many people as 
smoking.

✦ Our brain uses the same amount of power as a 
10-watt light bulb.

✦ There are so many kinds of apples that if you ate 
a new one every day it would take over 20 years 
to try them all.

✦ A human brain has a capacity to store 5 times as 
much information as Wikipedia.

✦ The trouble with bucket seats is that not everyone has the same size bucket.

✦ Do you realise that, in about 40 years, we’ll have thousands of old ladies running around with 
tattoos?  And rap music will be the Golden Oldies!

✦ Always be yourself….because the people that matter don’t mind….. and the ones that mind 
don’t matter.
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AND WE ALL NEED A SMILE 
TO START THE NEW YEAR
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT

We will induct two new members at our February meeting; Lynn Strange and 
Geoffrey Pringle. 

ROSTERS FOR FEBRUARY 

ROOM SET-UP 

John Ladbrook and Jan Ljones 

KITCHEN 

Laurie Richards - Convenor - 0403 514 932 

Susan Wright  

SANDWICHES 

Marie Gillett and Phyllis Ommensen 

FRONT DOOR 

Tricia Hanlon and Anne Gooley 

GREETER 

John Peake 

MEMBERSHIP MATTERS 
We will soon send out an updated membership list to all members.  To 
those who have notified me of their changes, their records have been 

updated throughout the past year. 
Could you please check your entry to make sure we have your latest 

information.  If there are any changes, please advise: 
Kar-Tin Lee at ham.probus.records@gmail.com 

Thank you for your help, Kar-Tin

mailto:ham.probus.records@gmail.com

