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The process, as laid out in the Club’s Standing Orders for granting Life 
Membership to a member, is very clear.  Therefore, when I received a 
letter some months ago from Sonja Comerford suggesting that Anne 
Gooley be granted that status the assessment process swung into 
action.  John Blackford suggested we ask Leafy Fussell, as an ex Club 
President, to write supporting Sonja’s letter.   

All Committee member’s opinions were sought and 100% were in 
overwhelming agreement that Anne’s contribution to Hamilton Probus 
was of the highest order. 

In the early days of Anne’s membership in the Club she went out of 
her way to make sure activities she was involved in were conducted to 
very high standards.  I remember her recording safety guidelines and 
the necessary member’s contact detail to such a level that had not 
previously been done. 

As Activities Coordinator Anne introduced a whole range of new 
outings, continually going out of her way to make sure member’s 
welfare was paramount, while introducing new guidelines for activity 
group leaders to follow. 

Her time as President of our Club saw her confidently working with 
the Committee with both determination and charm. 

In her six years to date as a member of the Club Anne has always been 
the first to step up to take on a job.                          (Continued next page)
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(Continued from previous page).  

I congratulate her on becoming a Life Member and look forward to her improved health so that she can 
continue to enjoy all that our Club has to offer. 

Further in The Times you will find copies of the two letters of Commendation written by John Blackford and 
myself. 

Anne your Club salutes you. 

Douglas Fussell - President 

HAPPY AND SAFE CHRISTMAS TO ALL OUR MEMBERS


10 MINUTE SPEAKER - JOHN BLACKFORD

In this presentation John shared with us his knowledge of the Pipe Organ and his love of Organ music.  To do 
justice to his presentation will be no easy matter and I feel we will probably only just scratch the surface of this 
mammoth topic. 

John, in retirement has had time to devote to two passions; the first his love of the sea and of sailing vessels, 
the second his interest in pipe organs and the music associated with this extraordinary instrument.  His 
presentation at our November meeting focused on the pipe organ and some of the history of the instrument as 
well as  the mechanics of how that music is produced. 

His interest was first piqued at the age of 8 or 9 when his parents took him to the Regent Theatre in Brisbane 
where the Wurlitzer organ was played to entertain the audience.  He watched, entranced, as the organist 
brought sounds from this instrument that had him vowing that he would, one day, have the pleasure of playing 
such an instrument.  And so was borne a love of this king of instruments and a love of the rich and varied tones 
of the music it produces, especially when played by a master. 

As an aside, the original Wurlitzer organ that John heard being played all those years ago, still exists.  It has 
been restored and installed below the floor of an auditorium of the Queensland Library at QPAC.  It is played 
regularly to accompany the screening of silent films.  And the console has been restored to a dark timber colour. 

Organist Les Richmond 
playing the Wurlitzer Organ 
at The Regent Theatre c1964.

Continued next page…



EDITION 262 DECEMBER 2024

 Hamilton Probus Club 3

(Continued from previous page)
And so, a little history……..  the forerunner of the modern instrument dates way back to around 250 BC 
and was originally called a Hydraulus and had Greco-Roman origins.  Moving forward to today to focus 
on an extraordinary instrument, The Wanamaker Organ, which is in Macy’s Department Store in 
Philadelphia, USA. It has almost 30,000 pipes and is the world’s largest fully playable musical instrument.  
The pipes are distributed across 5 floors of this large department store.

Left:    Pipes across 5 floors 

Below: :  The playing console 

At the other end of the scale is a chamber organ - one manual - the pipes contained within the wooden 
case.  John shared an image of a charming little Dutch instrument of remarkable craftsmanship, 
precision, and sound. 

John went on to describe the elements of the instrument which contribute to the variety of sometimes 
contrasting sounds which can be produced by this amazing instrument.  The fundamental component 
of every instrument is a single pipe which is blown by “wind” — air moving under pressure, which then 
creates a sound wave within the pipe — at what is called the primary frequency.  Other sound waves of 
different frequencies can be initiated within the pipe which are mathematically related to the primary 
frequency.  These frequencies are referred to as harmonics and contribute to the quality of the sound 
heard.  Wind enters the foot of the pipe and passes the opening or cut-up in the case of a flue pipe or a 
reed in the case of a reed pipe, to initiate the sound wave. 

Pipes are generally made of tin/lead alloy or wood. “Wind” is generated by an enclosed fan or ‘blower’ 
and held under pressure in a reservoir which is connected by tubes to the wind chests of the 
instrument, to be released into the pipes when keys or pedals are depressed. 

There is a deal more information John provided describing the mechanics of the instrument, but space 
does not allow for inclusion of this information.  If you have an interest in this topic I suggest a 
conversation with our presenter who will be happy to share the knowledge he has gained over many 
years.
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GUEST SPEAKER - HAMILTON PROBUS CLUB MEMBER - RUSSELL PROCTOR 
CLIMBING MT KILIMANJARO

Russell began his presentation by stating that his decision to climb Mt Kilimanjaro came about at a time 
in his life when he felt he wasn’t particularly having much fun in his job as a school teacher and he 
decided he would do something he had never done before — he’d climb a mountain — and, if he was 
going to climb a mountain, then it might as well be a big mountain and he’d climb it just for the sheer 
thrill of it. 

Kilimanjaro is the highest mountain in Africa and stands at 5,895 metres.  It is the 16th highest mountain 
in the world and it is the world’s highest free standing mountain.  It is, in fact, a volcano. It is classified as 
dormant and its last eruption was about 200 years ago.  There is a glacier at the top but with global 
warming that has pretty much disappeared.  It is located just 3 degrees from the equator in the country 
of Tanzania.  To get to it you fly into Nairobi in Kenya and then you cross over the border into Tanzania. 

Nairobi has a bit of a reputation in Africa because the crime rate is very high.  Travellers are advised to 
not go outside their hotel by themselves and there is an armed guard on every floor of the hotel which 
says a little about the crime rate.  Russell tested the system by crossing the road to get some bottled 
water and was lucky to make it back to the hotel in one piece despite being accosted by someone 
offering to show him the city sights. 

The group travelled by bus over the border into Tanzania; its about an 8-hour trip from Nairobi and the 
scenery is spectacular.   Russell’s first view of Kilimanjaro from his hotel window left him with a feeling of 
‘what the heck have I got myself into’.   An early start with the group next day took them initially through 
rain forest. At the end of their first day of trekking they reached Mandara Hut.  The huts were just four 
walls and a roof with the floor as your bed softened only by your sleeping bag.   

Russell carried a small back pack and some water and his large pack was carried by a porter.  The porter 
carrying Russell’s pack (which contained his warmer clothes for further up the mountain) was carrying 
not only his own pack, but Russell’s pack balanced on his head, in one hand he carried a small gas 
cylinder and in the other he carried a packet of food and he still got to the Hut before Russell and had a 
nice hot cup of tea waiting for him when he finally arrived.  So he was an extremely fit young man.             
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 (Continued next page) 

Right:  Mt Kilimanjaro 
viewed from Amboseli 
National Park in 
Kenya, close to the 
border of Tanzania 
where Mt Kilimanjaro 
is located.
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 (Continued from previous page) 

The food was very good - 3 courses plus a large thermos flask of tea or coffee and all needed to be 
consumed. Soup to start, followed by a meat dish and then dessert. 

Setting out on the second day and walking into what looked like fog was actually cloud.  By this stage they 
were already higher than Australia’s Mt Kosciusko.  Rather than the rainforest which they had started out 
in, the landscape changed and they were now into low scrub and walking along a very well maintained 
path.  Russell was teamed up with the head guide, Daniel, and because he was the head guide, Daniel was 
running up and down the line of trekkers to make sure the other guides and porters were doing the right 
thing.  So, Daniel climbed the mountain several times with all his checking on porters and guides. 

At this altitude there are no animals and it is deathly silent - the only noise is made by the trekkers. 

Guide Daniel was climbing Kilimanjaro for the 123rd time.  In conversation Russell learned that he climbs 
for a week and then has a week off.  On his week off he is goalie for the local soccer team. He was a very fit 
young man; full of jokes, full of good humour and very encouraging for the aspiring mountaineers. 

At the end of the second day they arrived at Horombo Hut.   By this time the landscape had changed even 
more - plants were very scarce, no animals,  mostly just large rocks.  At this point they were about half way 
and at 3,500 metres. 

The third day would see them on a very steep incline with their next stop at Kibo Hut. This is at 4,700 
metres.  At this stage it was a little concerning to see the occasional person coming down on a hospital 
gurney mostly with altitude sickness and the only way to deal with altitude sickness is to get down off the 
mountain as quickly as you can. 

The group arrived at Kibo around 6pm.  With a few hours sleep they were up again at 11pm ready to start 
the final push at midnight.  At this altitude on the mountain Russell was feeling pretty terrible even though 
he was taking altitude sickness tablets.  Dressed in full winter gear he took a handkerchief to wipe his 
streaming nose only to have the handkerchief freeze.  He learned it is no fun to wipe your nose with a 
frozen handkerchief. 

The reason for leaving at this time of night is because there is no grass and there are no bushes, which 
means there are no roots to hold the soil together.  So travel needs to happen at night when the soil is 
frozen in place.  It takes about six hours to do this final part of the climb.  The group reached Gilman’s 
Point at the rim of the crater and by this stage some could not go on at all.  The guides ask at this point 
“how is your headache”?  They don’t ask if you have one - they want to know how much of a headache 
and they ask what you had for breakfast.  They are testing to see whether your brain is working and if you 
can’t remember what you have eaten then you need to turn back because the altitude is affecting your 
brain.  Some in Russell’s group were not allowed to go on any further and had to turn back. 

Russell could remember the small amount of spaghetti and the two squares of chocolate he had eaten and 
was able to go on from Gilman’s Point which is the rim of the crater - it isn’t the peak of the mountain.  To 
get to the summit at Uhuru Peak you have to go down into the crater and then back up the other side.  It 
was about another hour and a half of walking to reach the summit and there is a photograph on the next 
page which shows Russell at Uhuru Peak having achieved the summit.  He says the sunrise was 
spectacular.  What an achievement! 

(See photographs next page) 
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Left:   Russell at Uhuru Peak, 
summit of Mount Kilimanjaro, 
5,895 metres above sea level, 
Africa’s highest point and the 
world’s highest free standing 
mountain.

Right:  Head guide, Daniel, taking a 
short break on the upward trek.

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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We sat at one long table and the banquet came in stages, presented on ‘platters to share’, which 
were placed down the centre of the table. 

This added to the informality and gave us time to chatter whilst savouring the wonderful menu. 

All plates were accompanied by well thought out garnishes, sauces, salad and condiments. 

Firstly there was warm ‘light as air’ brioche, then 
came natural oysters, followed by king prawns, 
scallops poached in the shell and then the most 
tender calamari.  This was followed by perfectly 
cooked snapper steamed in cream sauce, bowls of 
crispy potato chips, and finally Moreton Bay bugs 
presented on a tomato pasta base!  Dessert was a 
chocolate caramel tart.  

The hospitality and service were first class and the 
seafood could not have been better. 

We met at 6pm and stayed until the dimming of 
the lights signalled that it was time to go. 

Thank you to Marie Gillett who organised such an 
evening of excellence, and this remarkable feast. 

And the socks that President Douglas wore to 
express his approval of the evening are shown on a separate page.  He was obviously expecting to 
have a wonderful evening and had dressed for it accordingly.    Marea Reed 

HAMILTON PROBUS CLUB’S 
ANNUAL DINNER HELD AT FOSH 

RESTAURANT, PORTSIDE


Wednesday, October 23


What a Swell party it was at Fosh Restaurant at 
Portside on Wednesday evening. 

Twenty three members of the club gathered to 
enjoy a Swell Seafood Banquet.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR NEWEST LIFE MEMBER

Letters of COMMENDATION 
written by President 
Douglas Fussell and 
Secretary John Blackford

Dear Anne, 

So much achieved since you joined Hamilton Probus.  I write this commendation to thank you on behalf of the 
Club for the sterling effort you have put into every committee position that you have held. 

As activities member and then coordinator for two years, you displayed a very high level of organisational skill, 
gathering members around you to produce an excellent team. 

In 2021 taking over as President you again conducted yourself with charm and confidence managing the 
challenges of General Meetings and Committee Meetings with quiet self-assurance. 

2023 saw you as secretary where you reached out to members needing support.  You were at this time a tower 
of strength to our President, Barbara Fitzell. 

I will never forget the way in which you reached out to help me when I was Times Editor, driving once a month 
to Wavell Heights in order to help sending out The Times.  Rosie has just asked me to give you a big hug for 
coming to see me. 

On top of all that you have been the Club Archivist for the last six years, stepping up yet again, to a job that 
needed attention. 

The terrible loss of one of your sons during tis time never stopped you carrying out your committee roles. 

Anne, you are a most worthy recipient of Life Membership, and all our members congratulate you. 

Douglas Fussell - President 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Dear Anne, 

A word (or three) from your current secretary.  Our first meeting was at the door of our Oxford Street meeting 
rooms, the occasion of my first General Meeting - on invitation. 

I was advised amongst other things that you were a lady “not to be messed with” by none other than Jack 
Larkin. 

Jack was right - but you are much more than that.  I value your friendship above all else, and your support and 
constructive criticism and even the occasional admonishment when deserved, that has been forthcoming from 
you over several years. 

Life Membership is the very least you could be offered for your extraordinary contribution to Hamilton Probus 
Club and latterly to PAQ. 

Thank you.      JB 
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MEMBERS ENJOYING THE  NOVEMBER 
MEETING

These socks were spotted at our recent 
Probus Annual dinner held at FOSH — 
and yes, they are yellow duckies.

Sonja Comerford, Alastair Ward and Anne Gooley 

Above right: John 
Blackford chatting with 
Judith Williamson 

Right:  Lovely to see Jack 
Larkin back on his feet 
and looking so well.

John Blackford holding court with guests Sue & Jim 
McMillan and Robin McLeod

Susan Wright telling us about upcoming activities

Leafy brought flowers from her 
garden to decorate our front 

table
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Date Member

[03] Bill Finney

[15] Pepita Comiskey

[15] Terry Frost

[27] Alastair Ward

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~`

Marcus Aurelius - Meditations 

“Everything we hear is an opinion, not a fact.  Everything we see is a perspective, not 
the truth.” 

“When you arise in the morning think of what a privilege it is to be alive, to think, to 
enjoy, to love….”

THERE ARE NO ACTIVITIES FOR JANUARY


IT IS PROBUS HOLIDAY


THE NEXT GENERAL MEETING WILL BE ON TUESDAY, 
FEBRUARY 4, 2025

GOOD NEWS 
Brisbane City Council has donated $305 towards our Christmas Lunch. 

                     
We are grateful to Patty Burrows who wrote the grant application and was 

successful.   Well done Patty.     Anne Gooley 
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+++++=OUR RECENT VISIT ‘BEHIND THE SCENES AT QPAC’ +++++ 

What an eye opener and what a wonderful adventure when we visited QPAC a few days ago. We 
probably only scratched the surface of what is done to create effect and sound in this Heritage Listed 
building which will be 40 years old next year. 

None of us will ever walk into a future performance without thinking about the things we learned to 
allow the performers to do their ‘thing’ with the greatest effect.  For instance the grid of holes under 
the seats we sit on which allow performers to conduct a rehearsal with the same sound absorbing 
effects as having a full audience in the auditorium.  The curtains and walls that come into play to 
similarly effect the correct acoustics and which we would have seen as just part of the building. 

And perhaps the greatest surprise of all is the centre core between the four performance spaces, as 
well as the new space which will come into play when the new theatre is complete; this core of the 
building allows them to have semi-trailers bring in sets and costumes in packs so that all can be 
wheeled to the designated theatre.  The semi-trailers back right into the heart of the building and 
unload at truck height straight into the floor space where they are then wheeled off to where they are 

required. 

We stood on the stages of the Concert Hall and the Playhouse and 
what a different view of the theatre this produces.  On the 
Playhouse stage you can look up and see the multi-level banks of 
lighting which you never notice from your seat.  Our guides, John 
and Gary  were long term members of the theatre world who had 
both worked at QPAC for many years before becoming guides for 
those who want to know more about what happens back stage. 

 It was quite an adventure and we all are grateful to Susan Wright 
for having made the arrangements for this very successful outing.
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SOME WONDERFUL MEMORIES OF A REMARKABLE 
MAN WHO WENT TO HIS GREAT REWARD JUST 
OVER 20 YEARS AGO AT AGE 100.


HE BROUGHT JOY TO MANY PEOPLE, AMONGST 
THEM THE SERVICE MEN AND WOMEN DURING 
WWII.


FOLLOWING ARE SOME OF BOB HOPE’S THOUGHTS


ON TURNING 70


‘I still chase women, but only downhill.’


ON TURNING 80


‘That’s the time of your life when even your birthday suit needs pressing.’


ON TURNING 90


‘You know you’re getting old when the candles cost more than the cake.’


ON TURNING 100


‘I don’t feel old.  In fact, I don’t feel anything until noon.  Then it’s time for my nap.’


ON GIVING UP HIS EARLY CAREER, BOXING


‘I ruined my hands in the ring.  The referee kept stepping on them.’


ON NEVER WINNING AN OSCAR


‘Welcome to the Academy Awards, or as it’s called at my home, ‘Passover’.


ON GOLF


‘Golf is my profession.  Show business is just to pay the green fees.’


ON HIS FAMILY’S EARLY POVERTY


‘Four of us slept in the one bed. When it got cold, mother threw on another brother.’


ON HIS SIX BROTHERS


‘That’s how I learned to dance.  Waiting for the bathroom.’


ON HIS EARLY FAILURES


‘I would not have had anything to eat if it wasn’t for the stuff the audience threw at me.’
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Walking Group – 19 November 2024 

Our walk on Tuesday 19 November was led by Susan. Whilst the forecast, and with the previous days down pours, it 
was threatening rain but not enough to stop nine brave souls meeting at Victoria Park Golf Club for our monthly 
walk. By luck, or good management, we all managed to stay dry, although within an hour of the walk finishing the 
heavens then opened.  

Victoria Park is looking splendid. The conversion into Parkland has been a great success. With the Olympics on our 
doorstep, we now wait to see how the park will be reutilised. 

Our path took us along the edge of the Parkland onto a bridge over York’s Hollow, a waterhole of significance as a 
meeting place of the Turrbal people, which was well populated with birds. 

From there we went over the green bridge which is 
over the Inner-City Bypass (ICB), at the end of which 
is an Inukshuk, a 5 stone cairn presented to the 
Queensland Government by Canada in 1988 to 
commemorate Australia’s bicentenary of European 
settlement with the arrival of Captain Arthur Phillips 
in 1788. 

 

From here could also be seen work on the railway which is 
part of Cross River Rail Project and will form a permanent 
railway station at Exhibition Grounds. 

The path then took us behind the Grammar Schools and 
under Normanby intersection and into Roma Street Parkland 
and the rain forest.  

Our walk took us through the rain 
forest and around the lagoon where 
we spotted lotus plants in bloom, 
with both pink and yellow flowers - 
outstanding. 

On the mud banks were swamp hen 
chicks strutting out and about. 

Our return journey was a pleasant 
walk along Gregory Terrace to the 
recently completed installation, 
named the Queens Diamond Jubilee 
Walk. Here 60 trees were planted in 
2012, but the Walkway itself has 
only just been completed. 

Our 5 ½ km walk finally ended up at the Victoria Park Bistro for well-
earned refreshments and we considered how lucky we were to escape 
the heavy down pour which, unbeknown to us at the time, occurred within an hour of the end of our walk.  

Susan 
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT

We presently have 64 members.  Several visitors have asked for application 
forms. 

ROSTERS FOR DECEMBER 

KITCHEN 

Laurie Richards - Convenor - 0403 514 932 

Susan Wright and Marea Reed 

SANDWICHES 

Rama Naidoo and Robin Edwards 

FRONT DOOR 

Tricia Hanlon and Anne Gooley 

GREETER 

John Wright and Jacky Norman 


