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SEPTEMBER 2024

Operation “Fill the Hall” is getting closer. A quick reminder
what that is all about.... as members know October is
Probus celebration month, a time to reach out to our
community and tell them what fun we have at Hamilton
Probus. | am encouraging all members to bring a friend to
our General Meeting.

An activities group questionnaire was filled in by 37 of the
40 members who were at the general meeting for August.
We encourage members who were absent to ask Jacqui
Page (jacquipagel2@icloud.com) for a copy and fill it in.

Remember, our club wishes to provide outings and trips
popular with the majority of members.

Thank you,

Douglas Fussell - President
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THIS PAGE IS FOR THE DOCTORS AND DENTISTS IN OUR AUDIENCE AND
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE BEEN PATIENTS AT SOME TIME

© LanghngSaock Litensng inc . Dt by Urwversal Uckeh. 2015

“Why did your nurse want to know
my ‘next-of-kin’?"

“M it decesn't itch, don't worry about it."”

“I'm your anesthetist and he's

my backup man.”

®Marty Bucella www.martybucella.com

"No, it's not water. You seem to
be retaining food.”

HERMAN
12 © Laoghnglock Liowming e Du. by Ancraws Mctles! Syndcaton for UES. 30

“Which leg is it?”

“Oh no! I've broken my nail.”

“That 100 tight?"

Hamilton Probus Club 3




EDITION 259 SEPTEMBER 2024

MEMBERS ENJOYING THE AUGUST
MEETING

Barry Henzell enjoying the
Kar-Tin Lee, 10 minute speaker =~ meeting

Two bonny lassies - Robin McLeod and Rhondda
Todd

Jan Ljones enjoying the day

Judith Williamson catching up with friends

Hamilton Probus Club 4
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THE 'IRIS VAN HERPEN' EXHIBITION at GOMA

And what a stunning exhibition it is! A small group of our members joined our GOMA guides,
John & Jane, to tour through this very incredible exhibition which, in Australia, is exclusive to
Brisbane and continues at GOMA until October 7, 2024.

Iris Van Herpen is a Dutch fashion designer who uses contemporary artworks, natural history
specimens, the solar system and cultural artefacts, from which to draw inspiration. Despite the
subject matter of haute couture this exhibition will be fascinating to both men and women
because of the technological techniques and applications to evoke the intricacy and diversity of
the natural world - from marine biology to quantum physics.

Not only did we see the finished results of this talent but were able to view the atelier and
construction of some of the garments via video links. To see the amount of work that goes into
the creation of each piece is just awe-inspiring.

Having seen just a limited sampling of this incredible exhibition, as a group we went down to
the Bistro for coffee and something to eat before progressing back to the exhibition to wander
at leisure through the various rooms, pausing where we had a special interest. One room
provided a video link to models parading in these creations and it was fascinating to see how
the human body moved the structure of a garment in particular ways.

An additional feature of the exhibition is display of some of the artworks, astronomical
photographs, documentary footage of blooms of phytoplankton and fungal networks by
collaborators and artists which bring additional understanding of the world from which Van
Herpen draws her inspirations.

Hamilton Probus Club 5
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Date  Member

[03] Patty Burrows
[07] Jacky Norman
[08] Jacqui Page

[10] Judith Williamson

[18] Colin Miller
[19] Max Winders
[21] Bev MclLean
[23] Jan Peldan
[25] Marea Reed
[29] Julia Fryar

——f‘*

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 2024

Tues Sept 3 General Meeting $12
Tues Sept 10 Men'’s Shed Coffee - 10am @ Vito's
Wed Sept 11 Bridge & Mahjong $5
Tues Sept 17 Walking Group with John Wright
Tues Sept 24 Women's Coffee - 10am @ Vito's
Fri Sept 27 Breakfast at New Farm Deli $32

Hamilton Probus Club 6
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MEMORIES AND REFLECTIONS

This month I'm sharing with you part of a letter | wrote to my parents while |
was living in Bangkok. It covers some Cultural Training | had arranged for the
executive team who had come to us from different parts of the world. Editor

| lived and worked in Bangkok from 1992 - 94 covering countries from Thailand, Pakistan and down through
Indochina - 15 countries in all - as Human Resources Manager for The Coca-Cola Company. The ‘ferangs’ (or
foreigners) who joined the new executive team brought in to make some business changes had come to us from
countries such as Spain, USA, Britain and Australia, and all with strong cultural ties to their own countries which
wouldn’t necessarily translate in the country in which they would primarily be based, which was Thailand.

Following is part of the letter | wrote in August 1992:

Quote: Thai society is a structured hierarchical society, somewhat like a pyramid. At the top you have the royal
family of the Kingdom of Siam — and it’s pronounced Seearm, not how we would say it. The royal family are
inviolate. They can do no wrong and you never ever say anything bad about them. | must say that the current
King Bhumibol Adulyadej and his Queen, Sirikit, work very hard for their people. They are constantly announcing
programs of works for the people — things to improve their living standards and livelihood. Really good stuff!

Then below that you have the Elite. These are the Military, the Civil Servants such as Ministers etc, and the
Banking fraternity. These three main bodies form the Elite in this society. Within each of these groups you have
other levels. For instance, in the military the top of the tree is the Army, then the Police, then the Airforce then
the Navy a long way last. After the Elite there is the Middle Class. It is this group that is growing fairly quickly and
this is the group that is pushing for democracy. Things are changing in Thailand and it is this group, as they take on
more of western values, that is making the change. All of these groups together probably make up maybe 30% of
society.

The remaining 70% is made up of all of the people who have no professional/educational skills such as maids,
drivers, messengers, gardeners, shop keepers, salespeople etc etc.

When Thais come together in a group they know instinctively who is at what level and who should speak first and
who may not speak at all and who may not offer an opinion. No junior Thai (and | mean no matter how old) may
speak before a more senior person. And | don’t mean in the very obvious arenas like Maid vs Doctor. There are
many, many more subtle differences between people you would think were at the same level.

One of the strongly apparent aspects of the society, especially in an office environment, is the term Phak Puak
(pronounced Park Poo-ark) which means ‘cliques’. Thai people form strong cliques of who is ‘in” and who is ‘not
in”. If you are not in the clique that is in power then you are dead in the water; you just won’t make it. And, in this
instance, | am talking about people who are at the same level in society. A ‘clique’ approach is evidently much
stronger in this society than it is in ours. To get anything done you need to know the cliques — who is in them, who
heads the clique etc. Then you make sure that you have a good relationship with that person because they have
great power.

Then there is ‘Nam Jai’ which is ‘doing nice things for people’. This is maybe giving small gifts to people to show
them you care. Relationships are enormously important and you must do things to help that relationship grow.
This may be gifts, it may just be a kind action. It is all Nam Jai. By doing nice things you grow ‘Baramee’ which is
‘Earned Charisma’ and makes merit for your next life. (Continued next page)
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(Cont. from previous page)

Farangs (as foreigners) are meant to be uncouth, and not expected to understand Nam Jai etc so that if a Farang
does something nice for someone they earn even greater Baramee than the locals. The instructor who was
explaining this to us said that all Farangs, when they arrive in Thailand, are given a certain amount of Baramee —in
fact, he said to think of it as a half tank of gas you are given on arrival. You can take all of the nice things that Thai
staff will do to make you feel welcome (and they go right out of their way to be helpful — incredibly so) and you can
just accept all of that and do nothing about it — in fact keep asking and asking for things to be done for you — and
you will slowly use up your half tank because you haven’t been replacing it with Nam Jai.

| have already experienced this incredible kindness, and on Monday | will have my driver get flowers for the two
ladies in my office who have been so kind. Nothing is too much trouble. This will be my effort to try to grow more
Baramee so | don’t run out.

Then there is Kreng Jai (pronounced Greng Jy) which is deference — that is, extreme deference and respect for you.
This is afforded to me as a manager. In fact, so important is this point that Kreng Jai will override getting the job
done. For instance, you can say you want something given to you, say a fax, that you are expecting to arrive at a
certain time, it must be given to you as soon as it arrives because it is very important. If you are talking to
someone at the time it arrives they will certainly not interrupt you to give you that fax simply because that would
be interrupting you and not showing you Kreng Jai even though you have asked them to do that. They simply
cannot! Their society is based around respect.

This is in the structured sense where they have an ongoing relationship with you that they feel could be damaged.
Where there is no relationship, such as outside in the public arena like a shopping centre, they can be as rude as
they like and feel they can get away with it because they don’t have to keep up an ongoing relationship with you.
What this particular aspect of their society does is, for instance, turn people into maniacs when they get behind
the wheel of a car. They feel that they can do anything because they won’t have to see the other driver again so
they can cut them off or do what they like. Fascinating stuff! Mind you, just on the car front, you very rarely see
an accident and very rarely hear a siren. They all understand these unwritten rules of the road and make
allowances for it.

The next thing is Samruam (pronounced Sam-roo-arm). This is moderation in behaviour. You never, never yell at
someone. You always speak in a respectful and quiet way. You never make a fuss — you are just moderate at all
times. The way to indicate that you are cross with someone is to catch their eye and just stare at them for a short
while with some sort of small body language indication like a small snort or something (something very, very low
key) and that is more devastating than yelling blue murder. In fact, to yell at a Thai is just totally unforgivable —
especially in front of someone else. Totally unforgivable! Unquote.

No need to include the rest of the letter where | explain some of the Thai words | learned but suffice to say | never
learned enough, as my Thai staff took time to tell me. Let’s just say it was probably
best that | never understood some of the derogatory comments made about
ferangs who come in to their country to tell them how to do business. That said - it
was important that we were in the country telling them how to do business the
way our company required, which was “If it can’t be published on the front page of
the Wall Street Journal, then don’t do it”. There were some amazing business
practices that we dismantled. But, it is all a long time ago.

oo
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Walking Group — 20 August 2024

After a false start in June 2024, we finally
managed to embark on our group walk from
Clontarf, across the Ted Smout Memorial
Bridge and on to Sandgate. It was a significant
walk of some 7.5 km, albeit flat and an easy
walking surface. I will take responsibility for
the extended length of the walk as I changed
the café destination to The Treaty of Paris Café,
104 Wakefield Street, Sandgate. Whilst the
length of 7.5 km was a challenge to some, at
the end there were only positive comments on
both the walk and the café. I can make a

P promise that the September walk will be shorter
y ’ﬂ and more relaxed.

We all met up at the Aldi carpark at the northern end of the Ted
Smout Memorial Bridge in time for an 8.00 am start. With formation
of the Hamilton Probus Walking Group in September 2000, our
August walk broke the record with 15 walkers. Congratulations to
everyone involved.

Although there were earlier threats of rain from Jenny and on the
BOM we had nothing other than a few light sprinkles, but
importantly we experienced a wonderful sea breeze that made us feel
alive and free.

With a walk of 3 km across the bridge the scenery did not change but
somehow that did not seem to matter as we were distracted by the
conversations and the long distance laid out ahead which seemed to
result in walkers changing gear into overdrive. It was interesting to
watch the constant changing of the front “runners” as they jockeyed
for honours.

What was notable about the
walk across the bridge was some
of the walkers relating their tales
and knowledge in connection
with Ted Smout and the Smout
family. We would like to have
given more time to these tales
but as we were restricted to two
abreast and a good sea breeze an
audience was restricted to one or
two at best.

It was interesting that there were
very few walkers or runners on
the bridge although we did meet
a few cyclists.

Hamilton Probus Club 9
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At the end of the bridge walk we met up with a couple of our members who either could not make the start
time or did not want to tackle the full walk. Depending on the route of our walks this is often an acceptable
option. A —

As we walked on along Flinders Parade, through
Brighton and finally into Sandgate we started to count
the avenues from Twenty Fifth Avenue down to Ninth
Avenue where we were to turn off to our refreshment
destination.

Apart from “avenue signpost” watching, it was a
wonderful section of our walk, seeing people out with
their dogs and children. We all were incredibly pleased
to see Ninth Avenue sign posted.

Our combined experience at the Treaty of Paris Café was
exceptional with a good variety of sweet and savoury options and certainly incredibly good coffee. This café
is certainly worth a visit.

Finally, we took the 691 bus at an exorbitant price of $0.50 for the 12-minute bus ride back to our cars.
Some of us went shopping in Aldi in consideration of using their car park, although we never asked!

A great walk and one to remember.

John

Hamilton Probus Club 10
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THE TITANIC EXHIBITION

On Wednesday, 7th August, an intrepid, small group from our Probus Club met in ‘Uptown’, 91 Queen
St, (previously the Myer Centre) to enjoy the ‘Titanic exhibition, The Human Story’. Itis an
international presentation, by a Spanish producer with contributions from Titanic historians. Jacqui
Page and Susan Wright organised a visit to an enthralling interactive display of this most famous ship
ever to sail, though tragically, very briefly.

Everyone had audio guides as we moved through the thirty separate rooms of the Titanic display. We
pressed the appropriate number, 1 to 30, for a most entertaining and absorbing story of the ship, with
personal accounts of its passengers, first, second and third class, and of the crew. They made the total
of 2,208 people on board when she struck the iceberg and sank in the Atlantic, about 700 kms off the
coast of Newfoundland, Canada. She sank in 3,800 meters of ocean depth on 15th April 1912: 1,517
lives were lost, 706 survived.

The crew suffered most casualties, with 700 lost out of 900, including Captain Edward Smith who went
down with the ship. Women and children were given first chance to escape on the lifeboats. There
were only 23 female crew members; 20 of them survived. The third class passengers also suffered
great loss of lives with 76% lost. Three out of five first class passengers survived. Anyone notina
lifeboat died within 20 minutes of being immersed in the freezing water.

In this presentation were the personal stories of dozens of the passengers. This gave a fascinating
picture of life in Britain and Ireland, the USA, and the Scandinavian countries, particularly as the great
emigration of these nationalities moved to the ‘New World’ of America, in the years before the First
World War. Their stories are shown through photograph, old movies, and statements from relatives
and authorities. There were photographs showing us that the ship Titanic was loaded with 6,600 tons
of coal for the voyage; 800 tons were used per day. The ship displaced more than 52,000 tons when
fully laden. It is estimated the iceberg that it hit displaced about a billion tons.

After many attempts to locate the wreck it was finally found in 1985. James Cameron, the Canadian
film-maker was fascinated with the Titanic. He made 12 dives himself, in deep sea submersibles. At
that ocean depth, the pressure was equal to 400 standard atmospheres; so every dive was fraught with
danger. Who could forget his 1997 film of The Titanic, with its haunting theme music, described as a
Celtic ballad, “Hymn to the Sea” by James Horner.

We would recommend that our members, if possible, see this marvellous history presentation. It
would also be great for our children and grandchildren. It takes one and a half to two hours to properly
enjoy the complete presentation. If you are in the city, you can access the gift shop without a ticket to
the exhibition to have an indication of the story. Many thanks to Jacqui and Susan for organising this
trip. Greg McGilvery

On the following page we have included a selection of photographs taken at the exhibition.
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VISITING THE TITANIC
EXHIBITION AT ‘UPTOWN’

&
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John Wright, Greg McGilvery, Jacqui Page
and Greg'’s wife, Kate.

Fropellars of tha Titan

Propellors on the newly completed ‘Titanic’

First class cabin similar to those on the Titanic

Third class cabins

RIS “TIFANG! ArmiL 14, 1o
THIRD OLASS,
RREAKFAST,

Below: Unfortunately this is not a
particularly good photo of the
extraordinary model of the Titanic
with views in the various levels.

Prcom Breas & Buue
Srowsn P13 & HICE

Menu for third class
passengers, many of
who remarked that
this food was far
above their normal
fare at home.
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT

ROSTERS FOR SEPTEMBER

We will induct new member, Janet West, at our September meeting. We
continue to receive more inquiries and guests at our meetings.

KITCHEN
Laurie Richards - Convenor - 0403 514 932

Susan Wright & Pepita Comiskey

SANDWICHES

Greg McGilvery & Janice Blackford

FRONT DOOR

Tricia Hanlon & Jacky Norman

GREETER

Anne Gooley & Margot Kirby
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