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report

MARCH, 2024

I would like to begin by saying that it has been a great privilege to have 
been given the opportunity to serve as your President for the past 
twelve months. 

It has been a rewarding and interesting experience. There are many 
wonderful people in this club with great energy and I thank them for 
their support  without which I would not have survived! 

My main personal goal in this role was for us all to have fun together 
while supporting things that matter to the members. 

I want to thank each one of you for giving me this opportunity. I have 
found that the President is always fully supported, everyone is pulling 
in the same direction.  It is just so satisfying and makes the effort very 
worthwhile.  I will really miss it, although I am looking forward to 
going back and sitting where you are!!! 

At our first General Meeting for 2024 we had forty members and nine 
lovely guests all of whom are eager to become members. 

Paul Hobbs, our 10-minute speaker from Caring Cuisine gave us all 
food for thought about volunteering for a worthy cause and the 
muffins he so kindly donated to our meeting were delicious. 

I shall be eternally grateful to Anne Gooley, firstly for filling in for me 
whilst I was in hospital and secondly for being the BEST secretary and 
for always keeping me informed. 

And thank you to John Blackford for his contribution as acting 
secretary whilst Anne was Acting President.        (Continued next page)

mailto:barbfitz23@gmail.com
mailto:anngooley36@gmail.com
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(Continued from previous page).  

We are very fortunate to have Tricia Hanlon as our treasurer. With guidance from John Ladbrook she has taken on 
the job with enthusiasm and is very conscientious and accurate. Thank you Tricia. 

It is with great pleasure I report that we have received nominations for all positions for the 2024-2025 committee. 

All the different interest groups within the Club have a dedicated following, i.e. the walking group, the Mahjong 
players, the Bridge players and the coffee mornings are always well attended. 

Thank you to Jack Larkin and the other meet and greeters.  It is very important that we don’t leave a guest sitting 
alone at the meetings, so it is up to all members to make our guests welcome and include them in our 
conversations.  I would also like to thank Frank Hill for setting out the tables and chairs for our monthly meetings 
and for making sure everything was stored before locking up. 

Thank you to Jacqui Page and the Activities Committee - you have all done a fantastic job in organising outings 
throughout the year. 

I joined Probus in 2018 and immediately became the Membership Officer and then Vice President and, finally, 
President.  Having spent six years on the committee I think it is time to step down and give someone else an 
opportunity to be involved.  In that time I have reconnected with old friends and made new friends so my sincere 
thanks to all members for your support and friendship.  You have made my term as 
President most rewarding. 

To the incoming committee for 2024-2025 I wish you well in the year ahead.  

Barbara 

INTRODUCING NEW MEMBER


KAR-TIN LEE

Kar-Tin was inducted at our November meeting and following is her 
introduction to the club members. 

I’m Kar-Tin Lee. I am a first generation Chinese born in Penang, Malaysia.  If you 
have heard of the Butterworth RAAF Base then Penang is the little island 
opposite this base.  I was one of the few fortunate enough to arrive in 
Melbourne at a young age. In those days you could only come to Australia as a 
university student and not younger. 

I obtained my Doctoral Degree from the University of Melbourne and worked 
at the university after graduation.

My work has provided opportunities for me to lead many ‘IT in Education’ Projects for Ministries of Education in 
many countries: Hong Kong, The Philippines, Malaysia, Thailand, China and India. Those were interesting times 
when governments were toying with the idea of how best to use computers in schools. And that’s where I came 
in, to assist with formulating and implementing policy. 

Finally, I moved to Queensland and was Professor of Digital Learning & Head of the School for Teacher Education 
& Leadership at QUT.  I recently retired and was awarded the title of Professor Emeritus. 

Please join us in welcoming Kar-Tin to our Probus Club..
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Paul Hobbs OUR TEN-MINUTE SPEAKER FOR FEBRUARY presented 

information about ‘Caring Cuisine’.


Caring Cuisine is a community based organisation with clients right across Brisbane.  Last year they 
delivered over 138,000 meals to over 800 clients.  The service was originally  Meals on Wheels at 
Mitchelton but late last year the group took a decision to rebrand as Caring Cuisine for a whole host of 
reasons.  The service was broadened to be more than just delivering a nourishing meal, but one served 
with a side of smiles, conversation and social connection.  For many people this may be the only social 
connection they have. 

Paul spoke about the quality of the meals that are chef-prepared using fresh seasonal ingredients, with 
great consideration placed on balancing the nutritional needs of customers.  Their chefs prepare meals 
daily with a rotating menu and they are able to cater for allergies.  Meals are delivered to your home by 
a network of caring volunteers. There are no lock-in contracts and free cancellation if life needs change. 

He spoke of volunteers as being the heartbeat of their service - not only the food delivery service but 
also volunteers to help with kitchen and dispatch roles.  Many hands make light work and they are 
always looking for more volunteers to join the Caring Cuisine community.  Volunteers on dispatch and 
delivery are required for 2 hours once a week and it can be a very satisfying way to spend 2 hours as 
volunteers get to know their clients. 

If you think you might like to give some volunteer hours in either St Lucia, Mitchelton, Taigum, Kenmore 
or Kedron you can contact services@caringcuisine.org.au or phone 0422 020 747. 

If the food services are of interest you can find further information on their website at 

caringcuisine.org.au where you will find information about menus and pricing, how to become a 

client and the offer of a free trial meal.  The website is extensive and provides information on their 
history, their volunteers and how they go about their business. 

You can also contact them by phone at (07) 3354 3919.  

mailto:services@caringcuisine.org.au
http://caringcuisine.org.au


EDITION 253 MARCH 2024

 Hamilton Probus Club 4

OUR GUEST SPEAKER FOR FEBRUARY WAS CHRIS TODD OF THE CATTLE INDUSTRY

Queensland is the largest producer of cattle in Australia - our state produces 44% of the total number.  Northern 
Territory produces just 7% but the land is mostly poor country where they run 1 head per 100 acres whereas in 
Victoria they can run 1 head per acre. 

Australian grain-fed beef is regarded in the majority of export markets, as some of the best grain-fed beef in the 
world.  Grass-fed beef from Australia is also highly sought after in our four major markets - Japan, USA, South Korea 
and China.  We export most of our cow meat to the USA to blend our lean cow meat into their hamburgers to lower 
the fat content.  Americans are the biggest consumers of hamburgers in the world. 

We export 70% of what we produce because of the the low numbers of our population versus how much we 
produce.  With a population of 27m people we eat just 30% of what we produce.  Despite doomsayers, we will never 
run out of food. 

On the question of sustainability, the red meat industry in Australia has already made major progress with vegetarian 
management greenhouse gas emissions, water, land and biodiversity.  As a result, agriculture is contributing more to 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions than any other sector in the Australian economy. Australian red meat producers 
are committed to creating a more sustainable biodiversity, creating energy efficiencies, reducing the use of water 
and implementing sustainable land management practices. 

The cattle industry makes a substantial contribution to our economy each year.  Even though our country is small (in 
regard to population) we are the fourth largest meat exporter in the world.  Overall we export to over 100 countries 
worldwide.  The largest exporter in the world is Brazil.   

Production of Wagyu beef has provided an additional market.  Wagyu originates from Japan and is considered by 
many as the best beef on the planet. Wagyu is not considered beef in the Australian Registered Cattle Breeders 
Assoc. They have beef, dairy and other. Wagyu falls into ‘other’. The additional benefit of Wagyu is that it contains 
Omega 3 fats like fish, which is extremely good for you. 

This is a very  limited précis of Chris’s presentation as unfortunately I wasn’t there to hear it personally but I 
understand that members enjoyed learning more about the beef industry.  Max Winders gave a vote of thanks on 
behalf of club members and this was most appropriate with Max’s background in the industry. 

Chris is son of our Probus member, Rhondda Todd.  He has been in the beef industry since 1976, working as a Stock 
and Station Agent raising cattle, feedstock, feed lotting and processing.  He opened his presentation saying that he 
hoped we enjoyed his talk as much as he has enjoyed being involved in this magnificent industry for the past 47 and 
a bit years.

Chris started his talk with a little bit of history of the Australian Beef 
Industry. 

When the First Fleet came to Australia in 1788 they had 2 bulls, 7 cows, 1 
stallion, 3 mares, 44 sheep, 32 pigs, 4 goats and poultry.  There are now 
over 50 cattle breeds in Australia, with Brahman and Angus being the two 
largest breeds. Brahmans in northern Australia and Angus in the south. 

Because there were no yards to hold the livestock brought to Australia 
they quickly escaped from their owners and started to build their 
numbers very quickly.  The latest data as of the end of 2023 shows there 
are now 28.8 million cattle  in Australia.

Max Winders thanking Chris Todd 
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INTRODUCING NEW MEMBER


JUDY PORTER

I was born and educated on the Darling Downs.  On leaving school I pursued a teaching career for about 
ten years, broken by two years living in the UK.  Following marriage to John and birth of two children I 
began a small catering business “Brunch and Lunch” which involved delivering to city and valley office 
buildings on weekdays.  Following the sale of the business I then embarked on upgrading a series of 
cottages, with the support of my husband.  This became a 20 year project.  Now retired and enjoying a 
variety of interests including Hamilton Probus activities.   

Please join us in welcoming Judy to the Club. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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MEMBERS ENJOYING THE  FEBRUARY 
MEETING

Left: Our wonderful 
photographer for 
February meeting 
was Greg 
McGilvery and the 
editor is very 
grateful for the 
excellent 
photographs

Right: Christina 
Llewellyn with 
guests Michelle & 
Roger Baker

Above:  Patrick Mahoney & 
Sonja Comerford doing 
financial stuff with 
Treasurer Tricia. 

Right:  Alastair Ward 
announcing the outing to 
Gympie organised for the 
end of April. 

Marea Reed encouraging 
members to join Bridge and/or 
Mahjong Peter Llewellyn tells the best jokesOur greeters, Jack Larkin & 

Bette-Anne Swanson

Left: Anne Gooley & 
John Ladbrook ready 
for the meeting

Below:  Barry Aubrey 
with our guest speaker, 
Mr Chris Todd
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VALE - Pat Gibbes

Our good friend and long-term Hamilton Probus Member, Pat Gibbes died on 26th January, 2024 Australia Day. 
We all loved Pat and admired her for many reasons, but her love of life and her enthusiasm to always be 
involved in activities and helping others is what made her so special. 

Early last year, Pat mentioned that her daughter Gai said, “Mum it’s time you came home”, so after 30 years 
living in Brisbane, Pat returned to the country area she knew so well and where most of her children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren reside. 

As soon as she arrived, she became a volunteer at the Surat Hospital.  What a girl! 

Pat was Kitchen Coordinator of our Hamilton Probus Club from 2010 to 2013 and she was known for the calm an 
methodical way she performed these duties. 

I joined the club in 2018 and soon Pat had invited me to her home and we became friends. I have fond 
memories of our little trips to the Egg Farm every few weeks to purchase our ‘whopper eggs’ and then we would 
head to a coffee shop to enjoy coffee and a chat. I will miss Pat very much. 

During COVID, Barry Henzell created ‘The Bulletin’ which he sent out on a weekly basis with members making 
contributions.  He asked Pat to write an article for this bulletin.  Courtesy of Barry, below is the article written by 
Pat. 

How a city girl learned to ride a horse 

I was born in New Zealand and moved to the Roma district as a governess, met and married Jack Bassett. 

We had three children. The hardest part of being a mother in the country was sending the children to boarding 
school at the ages of 10 and 11 and seeing empty beds at night.  That takes a while to get over. 

When they came home all they wanted to do was to go out mustering with their father. Consequently, I was left 
at home. They were away from 6am till 6pm. They would eat, bathe, and go off to bed so I saw very little of 
them. 

I told Jack that this had to change. To save our marriage he got one of the men to teach me to ride. He taught 
me to ride much to the children’s amusement. 

When I went mustering the children said that I was always in the wrong place. I only fell off once. I heard my 
father-in-law say “we nearly lost the bloody cook”.  Jack said “she soars through the air with the greatest of 
ease….” 

Our son Edward invited a friend from school to stay. On returning home his mother (a friend of mine) asked if 
Mrs Bassett could ride?  He said, “she rides like the wind and swears like a man”.   Pat Gibbes. 

There will be a private funeral for Pat.	 Anne Gooley
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CONSIDERING SOME OF THE WEATHER WE HAVE EXPERIENCED 

RECENTLY THESE POINTS MAY FEEL FAMILIAR


You know you’re in BRISBANE when:-


✦ The best parking space is determined by shade instead of distance.


✦ Hot water comes out of both taps.


✦ You learn that a seat belt buckle makes a pretty good branding iron.


✦ You discover that in February it only takes two fingers to steer your car.


✦ You discover that you can get sunburn through your car window.


✦ You develop a fear of metal car door handles.


✦ You break out in a sweat the instant you step outside at 7.30am.


✦ Your biggest bicycle wreck fear is “What if I get knocked out and end up lying on the 
pavement and cook to death?”


✦ You realise that asphalt has a liquid state.


✦ Farmers are feeding their chickens crushed ice to prevent them from laying hard-boiled 
eggs.


✦ The cows are giving evaporated milk.


✦ The trees are whistling for the dogs.


✦ While walking back barefoot to your car from the beach, you do a tightrope act on the 
white lines in the car park.


✦ You catch a cold from having the aircon full blast while you sleep during the night.


MOST OF THOSE DEFINITELY ‘HIT THE MARK’


THE WOMEN’S COFFEE GROUP WILL  BE 
RETURNING TO VITO’S CUCINA & BAR 

108 NUDGEE ROAD, HENDRA 
ON THE 4TH TUESDAY OF THE MONTH AT 10AM
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OUR FIRST EVENT FOR 2024 WAS A VERY 
NICE LUNCH AT FLAMING & CO. ON 

RACECOURSE ROAD

Despite the overwhelming heat from an 
unusually hot day, lunch on Friday 23 February, 
at Flaming & Co was a great success.  Attended 
by 25 people, mostly Probians, we sat at two 
long tables and certainly enjoyed the company. 

The restaurant cuisine is classified as modern 
Australian utilising local produce with a slight 
Asian flourish.  First course was beef on 
skewers and splayed prawns all cooked over 
flame.  Dessert was exceptional, especially the 
very thinly sliced pineapple with pear and a 
delicious syrup.  To cap it off service was 
exceptional. 

In all, an excellent experience which I hope to 
repeat some time soon. 

Susan Wright
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS


Date Member

[06] Megan Du Plessis

[14] Jan Ljones

[16] Muriel Mackenzie

[19] Warren Burrows

[24] Graham Clay

[24] Bette-Anne Swanson

[27] Frank Hill

[27] Brian Loel

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR MARCH 2024 

Tues 5 Mar General Meeting + AGM $12

Tues 12 Mar Men’s Coffee morning at Vito’s 10am  

Wed 13 Mar Bridge & Mahjong - 9am $5

Thur 14 Mar Movie & Lunch at Portside - 10am  

Tues 19 Mar Walking group with John Wright  

Tues 26 Mar Women’s Coffee morning at 10am
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MEMORIES AND REFLECTIONS

  

This month we have included one of the life memories published in Past 
President Barry Henzell’s Bulletin which he wrote weekly during our COVID 
lockdown.  Many of the shared stories are worth sharing again.  Editor

My Introduction to the “King of Instruments” - and Beyond 

John Blackford 

At the tender age of 7 years my parents took me to visit the Regent Theatre, Queens St. Brisbane. We 
were accommodated in the ‘dress circle’, centre seats, front row.  I could observe all that was going on by 
leaning forwards with my head resting on my arms, which were in turn resting on the rail of the balcony 
balustrade.  I have absolutely no recollection of the screened films! 

What I remember vividly was this magnificent Wurlitzer gold-trimmed white console rising gracefully on 
a pedestal out of the theatre pit. 

Seated at the bench in front of the large semi-circular jamb containing a vast array of pastel-coloured tab 
stops was, as I remember, either Wilbur Kentwell or Rupert Hayes.  The performer’s fingers of both 
hands were effortlessly skipping over the keys of all three keyboards and the array of tab stops, while 
both feet traversed with consummate ease, the pedals of the full pedalboard.  The sound was nothing 
like I had ever heard live any time before.  The organists repertoire consisted of many of the evergreen 
melodies which had come from the interval between the two world wars and from World War II. 

I can remember thinking to myself “I want to do that one day”. 

My interest in the organ and its music had been awakened and has remained. 

Father had an ear for music.  He had had formal piano lessons and could play ‘by ear’.  In 1941-42 he 
held the position of church organist in the Methodist Church, Atherton, North Queensland.  He would 
pick out a melody with his right hand and had the ability to improvise and add an appropriately 
harmonic two or three-part accompaniment with his left hand.  I have inherited that skill. 

For many years my desire ‘to do that one day’, i.e. play a pipe organ, was put on hold.  It was not until 
the early 1980’s that I was able to acquire a second-hand Hammond Spinet instrument from Palings 
Music Store in Queens St. for the princely sum of $200.00.  This instrument was two-manual with an 
octave of pedals.  Sound was provided mechanically by a tone-wheel generator and tone mixtures were 
selected using a series of drawbars on a horizontal jamb to the left of the keyboards, one set of drawbars 
for each of the three divisions - two keyboards and limited pedal board (no couplers).  This was the style 
of instrument featured in Wilbur Kentwell’s organ music programme screened on Channel 9 in the days 
of black and white television.  I played around happily with this instrument for many years until it finally 
‘died’. 

Several years later in 2006 following semi-retirement, I became serious about learning more about the 
instrument and how it should be played.	 	 	 	 	 (continued next page)
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Continued from previous page: 

I arranged an appointment with Christopher Wrench (that is a separate story of its own).  Christopher 
and his dear wife Emily, also an accomplished musician became and remain very good friends of mine.  
Christopher is an extraordinarily talented musician and key-board player.  He has the ability to make 
even the humblest of instruments sound like the organ of a large cathedral.  Following our introduction, 
Christopher agreed to take me on as his pupil.  I had regular individual lessons for 10 years.  This 
experience revealed the fascinating and vast world of pipe organs, the classical pipe organ literature, 
and the people who play them. 

Shortly after commencing lessons with Christopher, I acquired an Allen electronic organ which I used as 
a practice instrument, configured with two keyboards and a 31- note full pedal board, a limited number 
of classically-styled tab stops and capable of playing some of the classical organ repertoire.  This 
instrument was sold when we moved house in 2016. 

Regrettably my own performance skills do not match my passion for the instrument and the music 
written for it. 

We moved to Hamilton in 2016, and I now have the privilege, courtesy of Barry Aubrey and Rector 
Marian Free, of having access to the console of the recently restored Whitehouse Bros. instrument in 
St. Augustine’s Anglican Church, Hamilton, an instrument for which I have acquired a great affection, 
and an experience which regularly provides me with an enormous amount of pleasure. 

I have realised a dream I cherished as a 7-year-old. 

And so, the journey continues - or, I trust, as long as I am able to draw breath. 

This story was originally published in the Hamilton Probus Bulletin, 13 April 2020 in edition No.4 and is 
republished with John’s agreement. 

+++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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Walking Group – 20 February 2024 

It was not surprising, given the temperatures we have been experiencing during the first couple of months this year, 
that it was hot and made more so by the unshaded nature of this walk. With some of our usual walkers having 
escaped to cooler climes our numbers were down to seven. 

With a short CityCat trip to Teneriffe we commenced 
our walk along Skyring Terrace, through Waterfront 
Park and onto the Newstead section of the Riverwalk. 

Aiming for The Veranda Café on Racecourse Road for 
our refreshment break at the end of the 3.75 km walk, 
we unconsciously moved between points of shade 
with any excuse to linger before stepping back into the 
inferno. 

As we walked towards Newstead House, we passed a 
plaque dedicated to the memory of the Allied 
Submarines and their Crews 1942 – 1945. As can be 
seen on the plaque below, it commemorates 4 Royal 
Navy and 66 United States Navy vessels. 

 

There is also a plaque commemorating the 12 
September 1944 sinking of the Japanese troopship 
Rakuyo Maru carrying 1300 Australian and British 
prisoners of war by the United Stated Navy Submarine 
USS Sealion II. US Navy submarines returned to the 
area and were able to rescue 159 allied survivors.  

As we arrived at Newstead House, currently 
closed for extensive renovations, we came to a 
plaque recognising the location of John Oxley’s 
proposed settlement at the mouth of Breakfast 
Creek on his voyage up the Brisbane River in 
December 1823. 

Another point of interest was the Australian – 
American Memorial commemorating the 1939 – 
1945 Second World War and dedicated in 1952. 
The commemoration took place on the 10th 
anniversary of the Battle of the Coral Sea.  

We hope either as a Hamilton Probus Club outing, or as a walk, to visit Newstead House when it is hopefully 
reopened later this year. Constructed in 1846 by Andrew Petrie, Newstead House is the oldest surviving residence in 
Brisbane, named after Newstead Abbey in Nottinghamshire, England.  
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We then moved to walk over the new Breakfast Creek Green Bridge. Thought by some as an unnecessary 
extravagance and appreciated by others. The bridge cost $60 million and is eighty metres in length, $750,000 per 
metre and about the 2024 median Brisbane City house price.  

Once across the Green Bridge the 
pace picked up along the length of 
the Lores Boney Riverwalk. It was 
noted very early on that the pace was 
set primarily by Rama and Frank who 
worked out that the typical distance 
between the shade structures ranged 
between 200 and 300 metres.  

This gave our front runners minimal time in the sun and the 
opportunity to rest whilst the slower walkers caught up, “a double 
win!”  

A kind lady in one of these shaded rest areas offered to take our 
group photograph, see below.  

Finally, and gratefully, we reached The Veranda Café to chill out 
under the fans. 

 

A reminder for next month’s walk. This 
will be an all-day trip to Coochiemudlo 
Island. Russell Proctor, who has had 
connections with the Island all his life, 
will lead the walk providing both current 
and historical information. The walk will 
be in the order of 5 to 6 kilometres. The 
day will include a stop for lunch in an 
island café, opportunities for coffee / 
refreshments and much much more. 

The day trip will require Walkers to make 
their own way, car-pooling 
recommended, to the Victoria Point 
Ferry Terminal to catch the Amity Trader to Coochiemudlo Island at 9.00 am. The return ferry operates 
every 30 minutes, with an expected departure time between 3.30 pm and 4.00 pm.  

 Please do not forget to mark Tuesday 19 March in your diary, more details to come by email. 

John 

Continued from previous page: 
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     BOOK REVIEW

QUESTION  7.  Richard Flanagan. Penguin Random House. 

2023. 280p. 

 I found this latest book by award winning Tasmanian author, Richard Flanagan, author of some 16 
books, difficult to review because it is a melding of dream, literature, place and memory. The 
enigmatic title, taken from an obscure work by Chekhov, asks the question, “Who lives longer; man 
or woman”. That there is no answer matters little as Flanagan explores reckonings developed in 
earlier works: Flanagan’s relationships with his father and his mother, Tasmania with it’s past, Japan 
with Hiroshima and the world with the development of nuclear weapons. Flanagan uses the affair 
between HG Wells and Rebecca West to presage the work of Hungarian theoretical physicist, Leo 
Szilard in the development of the atomic bomb and its consequences. He uses this narrative to posit 
that history is never in the past and laments all that is lost. The description of his near death 
experience as a young man kayaking on the Franklin River and the recurring dreams that ensued, 
blend into a love song for his island home, a meditative journey through life and a melding of 
history and experiences told with forgiveness and compassion.  David McEvoy 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT

Judy Porter was inducted at our February meeting.  We continue to receive more 
inquiries and guests at our meetings. 

ROSTERS FOR MARCH 

KITCHEN 

Laurie Richards - Convenor - 0403 514 932 

Susan Wright and Pepita Comiskey 

SANDWICHES 

Janice Blackford and Greg McGilvery 

FRONT DOOR 

Tricia Hanlon and Barry Aubrey 

GREETERS 

Jack Larkin & Bette-Anne Swanson 


