
EDITION 252 FEBRUARY 2024

 Hamilton Probus Club 1

President: Barbara Fitzell        
0449 753 604 bandjfitzell@bigpond.com 

Secretary:Anne Gooley                   
0475 981 003 anngooley36@gmail.com 

Treasurer: Tricia Hanlon.                   

0407 291 146 phanlon@bigpond.net.au   

_______________________________ 

2023 COMMITTEE: 

President: Barbara Fitzell                 
Secretary: Anne Gooley     
Treasurer: Tricia Hanlon                
Vice President: Still vacant    
Immediate PP:  John Wright 
Outings Coord: Jacqui Page 
Speaker Coord:   Rhondda Todd               
Membership: Jacky Norman     
Records: John Wright       
Newsletter: Jacqui  Page   
Committee member: Frank Hill  
Committee member: Jack Larkin 
Committee member: John 
Ladbrook  
________________________________        
Almoner: Leith Fussell                             
Webmaster: Frank Hill                     
10-minute speaker: Greg 
McGilvery          
________________________________ 

Hamilton Probus Club Incorporated 
PO Box 2308, Ascot Qld. 4007 

THE TIMES 

Hamilton Probus Club Inc. 56018  
                                                                Accredited 14 December 1990

Newsletter kindly printed by the 
Hamilton Ward Office

President’s 
report

FEBRUARY, 2024

The President’s report


sent by President Barbara


for this edition of the newsletter


was so colourful


and so well presented


that I didn’t want to lose any of it.


So, I have moved it to the next


page in its entirety


for all members to enjoy.


The Editor.

With no guest speaker to report on for this edition I have 
taken a light hearted point of view with lots of laughs and 
comments to amuse with things of interest sent to me by 

some of our members.

mailto:bandjfitzell@bigtpond.com
mailto:anngooley36@gmail.com
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President’s Report: 

 
Welcome to 2024, A lovely thing about Christmas is that it 
is compulsory, like a thunderstorm! We all go through it 
together. Being challenged in life is inevitable, being 
defeated is optional. 

Now that the challenge of shopping, searching for the 
right gift, parcel wrapping, cooking, and partying are 
over we can relax and look forward to another year of 
Probus and interesting activities. 

Once again, the Christmas Lunch was a great success and 
enjoyed by 60 plus members and guests. With thanks to 
Jan Blackford, Robin McLeod, and Anne Gooley for 
organizing the event. Thanks also to Greg McGilvery for 
taking photos some of which will be in this publication. 

It will be great to catch up with old and new friends at the 
first General Meeting on the 6th of February. Nomination 
papers will be available for positions on the committee. 

A snowflake is one of Gods most fragile creations but look 
what they can do when they stick together! 

2024 is here and I hope that it will be a happy, healthy, 
and fun year for everyone. 

Barbara. 



EDITION 252 FEBRUARY 2024

 Hamilton Probus Club 3

 
 

Walking Group Prawnster Evening – 28 November 2023 

Over the recent walks, those remembering our last dinner at the Prawnster in December 2021, made the call for 
another seafood night. As a known phenomenon, the greater the challenge the greater the reward and this night 
was no exception. Thirteen of our most recent walkers put their hands up, the booking was made, and we prepared 
for a night at the Prawnster based at the Dockside Marina, Kangaroo Point. 

Having been established at Dockside in 2020, after a lengthy legal process disputing the cancelling of their mooring 
deed, finally upheld by the High Court, the owner moved the Prawnster (two trawlers and a pontoon) a few days 
before our booking. With a notice going out to the “thirteen” that the Prawnster had now moved to the City Botanic 
Gardens Riverhub, no issues were raised by our walkers.  

Next, the forecast for the evening in question was for heavy rain, which was not ideal 
considering we had no option but to walk a kilometre from the Riverside CityCat 
terminal. Again, no walkers opted out, we are made of sterner stuff.           

Travelling by CityCat to Riverside, with the city buildings hardly visible due to the rain, 
we passed a pyramid like structure being barged up the river which we later realised was 
the mast section for the top of the Kangaroo Point Green Bridge support tower. This was 
installed the morning after our dinner.    

After a wet and blustery 
walk, we arrived at the 
Prawnster. We were seated on the pontoon between the two 
trawlers, wet weather blinds were dropped down and drink 
orders taken, we were ready for a great night.  

There was certainly good cheer 
amongst the group, having 
overcome a few, if only minor, 
challenges. Food orders were 
taken with the option of various 
combinations of Coffin Bay 
oysters, king prawns, Morton 
Bay bugs and Tasmania salmon 
sashimi.     
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Finally, after an evening of good seafood, good cheer and good friends we settled up our individual accounts, and 
amazingly it balanced. We said our goodbyes to the 
Prawnster, thanking Matt for his attention over the 
course of the evening and headed off into a light rain 
back to the Riverside CityCat Terminal. 

As at a typical Aussie bbq, the boys and girls took their 
respective sides of the CityCat. We were lucky that there 
were next to no other passengers, so we did not have to 
hold back.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone for making it a 
most memorable evening.  

 

 

 

As with leaving the icing to the end after eating the rest of 
the cake, we leave the best picture to the end. 

John 
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MEMBERS ENJOYING THE CHRISTMAS 
PARTY IN DECEMBER 

Continued next 
page

With thanks to Greg McGilvery for 
the great photos

John Blackford, Anne McEvoy & Alastair Ward

Pip Comiskey & President Barbara           John Quayle & Robin Edwards

Ann Clay, Glenda Winders & Trisha Anderson

Judith Williamson. Bev McLean & John Quayle

Libby Duguid, Dee Gaudern, Marie Gillett & guest, Jane Kerr

David Duveck-Smith, Nicki Duveck-Smith & Margot Kirby

Max Winders with 
Trisha Anderson, 
Glenda Winders & 
Robin McLeod
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“There are three stages of man:  he believes in Santa, 
he does not believe in Santa, he is Santa.” Bob Phillips

Christmas Lunch - What a great start to December.  It is always 
a great celebration and run very successfully for many years by 
Robin Edwards.  Robin handed over the reins to Jan Blackford 
and Robin McLeod.  I am sure Robin E was delighted with their 
format….we all were!

Sixty three members and guests celebrated Christmas at the Royal Queensland Golf Club.  The tables 
looked wonderful with fresh Christmas flowers and bonbons - the room felt so Christmassy and very 
welcoming! 

We gathered with a delicious non-alcoholic cocktail.  We would enjoy wine at the table a little later.  
President Barbara inveigled Peter Llewellyn to be her Christmas Elf.  His brilliant red shorts were 
straight from Santa’s workshop!  He continued his part of the good organisation of the day, telling us 
Christmas jokes and organising Anne McEvoy to win the raffle.  Peter’s involvement is always good fun. 

The food was delicious Christmas food and, of course, the Christmas pudding was thoroughly enjoyed. 

Greg McGilvery must be the best of photographers.  He did not miss anyone - he even caught Alf 
unawares.  The other super photographer is our newsletter editor - Jacqui!  

There was lots of chatter and the photos of 2023 activities scrolled through on the screen behind the 
microphone.  So good to recall those interesting occasions.  One of our function organisers, Alastair 
Ward, does arrange some great events.   I loved looking at the photos from the lunch and seeing Max 
Winders with a whole bevy of ladies, John Quayle and Judith Williamson friends from university days.  
Trish Anderson, Ann Clay, Libby Duguid, Laurie Richards and John and Susan Wright all attired in 
Christmas finery.  Our most senior member, Peter Bekkers, was there and our Meeting Greeter, Jack 
Larkin was there but given the day off!!  We missed Barry Henzell as he was in hospital…but due to 
come home soon.  Barry has been to all the Christmas lunches since he became a member.

We live on a blue planet that circles around a ball of fire, 
next to a moon that moves the seas…and you don’t believe 
in miracles? 

Turkey was made a Christmas dinner staple by Henry VIII. 
Up until that period goose was the bird for Christmas time - 
it is rumoured Queen Victoria reopened trade with the US 
and turkeys were imported for Christmas dinner. 

In Australia, kangaroos pull Santa’s sleigh, not reindeer!! 

Old is good in many things….old songs, old movies and best of all……. OLD FRIENDS!!       Margot Kirby
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HELPING DEVELOP A BOTANIC GARDENS


As my 70th birthday approached I took a decision to forestall any family attempts to throw a surprise birthday 
party.  I decided the best way to deal with this issue was to arrange a party myself and to invite those I wanted to 
have help me celebrate. 

At the time I lived in the Southern Highlands of NSW, in Bowral, and was heavily involved in the not-for-profit 
sector. I sat on many committees with roles from President, to Secretary, to Company Secretary and Director. One 
of the organisations I was working with was in the early stages of development of a Botanic Gardens in the 
Bowral area that would reflect the four seasons this high country experiences.  It was all extremely exciting and I 
revelled in what we were able to achieve as we negotiated use of land through our local council and briefed 
landscape architects to develop a plan for the 13 hectares we had been granted. 

There were many challenges along the way but it was a great time to be involved in community development.  
Across my various committee roles I came in touch with many people, formed many friendships and knew a great 
number of people across the 27 villages that make up the Southern Highlands. 

I selected the function room at the historic Briars Inn as the venue, arranged food, music, alcohol and sent out 
100 invitations with the hope that I would get at least 70 people to join me to celebrate.  It was to be a black tie 
function so people were pretty excited to have a party to look forward to.  As happens with birthday celebrations, 
people wanted to provide a gift.  I pre-empted these efforts with the suggestion if anyone wanted to provide a 
gift then an account had been set up with the Botanic Gardens and a donation made to that account would be 
used to buy trees for our nascent Gardens.  My friends seemed to think that was a good idea and were very 
generous.  I think I had something like $4,000 to spend on trees and their maintenance. 

The party was a huge success, all participants had a wonderful time and some very nice words were spoken. But 
the reason for telling you this story is that I have recently received photographs of my trees which are Quercus 
robur fastigiata or Upright English Oaks, which have been planted in a Rondel (or Roundel) which is a large circle.  
My friends and family know that this circle of Oaks was planted to celebrate my 70 years on this earth.  Those 
trees now have around 10 years growth on them.  They weren’t planted immediately after my birthday.  I was 
very excited to see how much they have grown and the friend who sent the photographs pointed out that the 
garden shed seen behind the trees is indication of their growth.  

How special is that?  My daughter plans to take her granddaughter there in the future to explain these trees were 
planted for her great-grannie. 
Jacqui Page

Website for the Southern Highlands 
Botanic Gardens in Bowral NSW 

shbg.com.au 

The Friends group for the garden has 
over 500 members and the Education 
Centre is under construction.

http://shbg.com.au
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS


FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS

Date Member

[10] Anne Gooley

[13] Patrick Mahoney

[23] Peter Llewellyn

[24] Margaret Moore

[28] Don Jobbins

CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR FEBRUARY 2024 

[13] James Ellison

[14] Janice Blackford

[15] Jack Larkin

[19] Margaret Drew

[21] Peter Nicholls

[21] Laurie Richards

[26] Peter Moffatt

[27] Rhondda Todd

[28] Christina Llewellyn

Tues 6 Feb General Meeting $12

Tues 13 Feb Men’s Coffee Morning

Wed 14 Feb Bridge & Mahjong $5

Tues 20 Feb Walking group

Fri 23 Feb Lunch at Flaming & Co. (flyer soon) $57

Tues 27 Feb Women’s Coffee Morning
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MEMORIES AND REFLECTIONS

  

This month I’ve chosen reference to a small building which many of us will 
remember.

They were funny looking buildings that were once a way of life;   
If you couldn’t sprint the distance, then you really were in strife. 
They were nailed, they were wired, but were mostly falling 
down - 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	
There was one in every yard, in every house, in every town.        
They were given many names and some were even funny,            
But to most of us, we knew them as the outhouse or the dunny.  
I’ve seen some of them all gussied up, with painted doors and all 
But it really made no difference, they were just a port of call.      
Now my old man would take a bet, he’d lay an even pound,          
That you wouldn’t make the dunny with them turkeys hangin’ 
round.

They had so many uses, these buildings out the back,	 	    
You could even hide from mother, so you wouldn’t get the strap.        
That’s why we had good cricketers, never mind the bumps,		 	
We used the pathway for the wicket and the dunny door for stumps. 
Now my old man would sit for hours - the smell would rot your socks;  
He read the daily back to front in that good old thunderbox.	 	
And if by chance that nature called sometime through the night,	 	
You always sent the dog in first, for there was no flamin’ light.	 	
And the dunny seemed to be the place where crawlies liked to hide,    
But never ever showed themselves until you sat inside. 

There was no such thing as Sorbent, no tissues there at all,		 	
Just squares of well read newspaper, a-hangin’ on the wall.		 	 	
If you had some friendly neighbours, as neighbours sometimes are,	   
You could sit and chat to them - if you left the door ajar….	 	 	  
When suddenly you got the urge and down the track you fled,	 	  
Then of course the magpies were there to peck you on your head.	 	  
Then the time there was a wet, the rain it never stopped;	 	 	 	
If you had an urgent call, you ran between the drops.	 	 	   
The dunny man came once a week to these buildings out the back,		   
And he could leave an extra can if you left for him a zac,	 	 	   
For those of you who’ve no idea what I mean by a zac,	 	 	   
Then you’re too young to have ever had a dunny out the back.
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WHAT IT WAS LIKE IN ANOTHER LAND AND ANOTHER TIME WHEN 
THE RAIN FELL…….. AND FELL SOME MORE.
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Type to enter text

DENDY ARTS THEATRE              FEBRUARY 9, 10, 11, 13 & 14 

NATIONAL THEATRE LIVE: DEAR ENGLAND 
Joseph Fiennes (The Handmaid’s Tale) plays Gareth Southgate in James Graham’s 

(Sherwood) gripping examination of nation and game.  The country that gave the world 
football has since delivered a painful pattern of loss.  Why can’t England’s men win at 

their own game?  With the worst track record for penalties in the world, Gareth 
Southgate knows he needs to open his mind and face up to the years of hurt, to take 

team and country back to the promised land.  Filmed live on stage at the National 
Theatre, Rupert Goold (Judy) directs this spectacular new play. Fiennes (The 

Handmaid’s Tale) plays Gareth Southgate in James Graham’s (Sherwood) 
gripping examination of nation nd game. The country that gave the world 
football has since delivered a painful pattern of loss. Why can’t England’s 

men win at thei, Gareth Sou  
“Witty, clever and at times heart-in-mouth exciting…” 

–  Evening Standard 
  

“A tremendous piece of entertainment.” 
– TimeOut 

OON AT THE DENDY, PORTSIDE from FEBRUARY 10
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Things you learn if you live long enough!

✦ Nothing spoils a good story more than the arrival of an eyewitness (Mark Twain) 

✦ It only takes one slow-walking person in the grocery store to destroy the illusion that I’m a nice person 

✦ It turns out that when asked who your favourite child is, you’re supposed to pick one of your own. I 
know that now. 

“When I die, I want to go peacefully like my grandfather did - in his sleep. 
Not yelling and screaming like the passengers in his car.” 

Bob Monkhouse, quoted in The Independent

✦ Driver: “What am I supposed to do with this speeding ticket?”  
Officer: “Keep it.  When you collect four of them you get a 
bicycle”. 

✦ My kids say they want a cat for Christmas.  Normally I serve 
turkey, but, hey, if it will make them happy. 

✦ I relabelled all of the jars in my wife’s spice rack. I’m not in 
trouble yet, but the thyme is cumin. 

✦ I love bacon.  Sometimes I eat it twice a day.  It takes my mind 
off the terrible chest pains I keep getting. 

✦ As I watch this generation try to rewrite history, one thing I 
am sure of is that it will be misspelled and have no 
punctuation. 

✦ I asked a supermarket employee where they kept the canned 
peaches.  He said, “I’ll see” and walked away.  I asked another 
and he also said, “I’ll see” and walked away. In the end I gave 
up and found them myself, in Aisle C. 

✦ I put our scale in the bathroom corner and that’s where the 
little liar will stay until it apologises. 

✦ Never trust an electrician with no eyebrows. 

✦ So, my neighbour knocked on my front door at 3am. 3am!! 
Luckily I was already up playing the bagpipes. 

✦ When I was a kid I used to watch the ‘Wizard of Oz’ and 
wonder how someone could talk if they didn’t have a brain. 
Then I got Facebook! 

✦ Who knew that the hardest thing of being an adult is figuring 
out what to fix for dinner and doing it every single night for 
the rest of your life until you die?
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     BOOK REVIEW

The former diplomat and Harvard professor Rory Stewart spent ten years as 
a Tory MP, and briefly served in Theresa May’s cabinet.  But he came to 
despair of British politics, finding his fellow MPs shallow and narrow-minded, 
and the system they operated in “dysfunctional”.  In his memoir of his time 
in Westminster, Stewart is blunt about his own failings, and equally 
withering about his former colleagues: Boris Johnson is an “egotistical 
chancer”; George Osborne displays “breathtaking cynicism”.  Lauded for its 
honesty and humour, the book was widely described as one of the best-
written memoirs ever produced by a British politician.

Some of the comments of those who have read the book: 

“Full of sharp observations and often funny. But the wider picture is depressing: a portrait of a country 
where power is wielded by empty careerists, working in a broken system”. 

“Candid, beautifully observed, written by someone with a questioning intelligence”. 

The book is written of the period just before Boris Johnson came into power as Prime Minister and 
trying to ‘Get Brexit Done’.   It was fascinating to read of some of the ‘chancers’ who later rose into 
positions of power.   

The book is beautifully written and I was so taken with Rory’s writing that I went on to read an earlier 
book he had written of his walk across Afghanistan ‘The Places in Between’.  This man has done some 
extraordinary things over his lifetime and continues to be involved in politics as a commentator on the 
BBC podcast ‘The Rest is Politics’ with Alastair Campbell.  Jacqui

And then for something really different - I spent New Year’s Day binge-reading Julia Baird’s 
book ‘bright shining - how grace changes everything’, released 1 November 2023.  I’ve included 
a review of the book on the next page and included some of the comments of those who have 
read the book. 

The book was a gift and isn’t my usual reading matter but I found myself turning page after 
page, mesmerised. It’s a book to make you think…….    Jacqui Page



EDITION 252 FEBRUARY 2024

 Hamilton Probus Club 14

Grace is both mysterious and hard to define.  It can be found when 
we create ways to find meaning and dignity in connection with each 
other, building on our shared humanity, being kinder, bigger, better 
with each other.  If, in its crudest interpretation, karma is getting 
what you deserve, then grace is the opposite: forgiving the 
unforgivable, favouring the undeserving, loving the unlovable. 

But we live in an era when grace is an increasingly rare currency. The 
silos in which we consume information dot the media landscape like 
skyscrapers, and our growing distrust of the media, politicians and 
public figures has choked our ability to cut each other slack, to allow 
each other to stumble, to forgive one another.

So what does grace look like in our world, and how do we recognise it, nurture it in ourselves and 
express it, even in the darkest of times? 

The uplift and power of Bright Shining….. is to be found in the way Baird gives grace fresh currency by 
bringing this beautiful and elusive condition from the theological margins into the mainstream and 
showing, with passion and verve, how quietly transformative it can be.  Sydney Morning Herald. 

Enlightening, surprising, absorbing….I learned something every chapter and put the book down full of 
awe at the power of human beings to be good to each other when no-one would expect it. Annabel 
Crabb. 

++++++++++++++++++++

OUR 10-MINUTE SPEAKER FOR THE FEBRUARY MEETING IS -


 Paul Hobbs, Business Development Manager for Caring Cuisine  
a meal delivery service for seniors
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT

We have 66 active members and 23 inactive members.  Judy Porter will be 
inducted at our February meeting. 

ROSTERS FOR FEBRUARY 

KITCHEN 

Laurie Richards - Convenor - 0403 514 932 

Susan Wright and Judy Porter 

SANDWICHES 

Alf Cavallaro and Phyllis Ommensen 

FRONT DOOR 

Tricia Hanlon and Greg McGilvery 

GREETER 

Jack Larkin 


