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 President’s report

NOVEMBER, 2022

We are pleased to announce Rhondda Todd has been appointed to 
the management committee as Guest Speaker Coordinator taking 
over from Peter Llewellyn who has resigned  from the role. Peter will 
continue as a committee member and assist Rhondda in the 
handover.  I would like to thank Peter for his efforts and contribution 
to the position.


We started off on the 1st October with the PAQ Probus Day 
Celebration River Cruise which was a great success, enhanced by the 
lighting on the bridges across the Brisbane River in our Probus 
colours. Our appreciation goes to the PAQ organisers, operators of 
our vessel, the Lady Brisbane, and the Brisbane City Council for the 
bridge lighting.


Later in the month we visited Aveo “The Clayfield”, arranged 
specifically for our Club. We were extremely well hosted and shown 
around the facilities with examples of some of the accommodation 

units available.  Our October Guest Speaker, John Christensen, gave 
us an entertaining and informative talk on the founding of The 
Australian Federal Constitution using hats and national dialects to 
indicate the countries whose constitutions we drew from. 

Stay safe and keep smiling.   John

Today, Tuesday 18 October 2022, we were shocked and 
saddened by the news that Helen Henzell has died. Helen 
will be greatly missed as a member and friend within 
Hamilton Probus. Our thoughts go out to Barry and the 
Henzell family.
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BETTY-ANNE SWANSON WAS OUR 10-MINUTE SPEAKER and what a joy it was to have her introduce 
her dog ‘Molly Molly’.  


Betty-Anne’s talk was an absolute gem of entertainment as she 
spoke about her very dear little black ‘Moodle’ called Molly Molly.


Miss Molly Molly sat very obediently on the table as Bette-Anne 
introduced her to us and told of how she had come to be a dog 
owner.


And the story goes as follows………..


Bette-Anne met Molly at the Aspley Hypermarket fourteen and a 
half years ago.  She was just a tiny wee ball of black fur and Bette-
Anne fell in love pretty spectacularly because she left the market, 
with Molly, having spent somewhere around $500 - $600.


Bette-Anne wasn’t sure how she was going to break this news to 
husband, John, so she headed instead to her daughter, Louise, and 
spent the afternoon panicking and trying to conjure up a story that was going to be believable.  She 
eventually got home and told John the dog belonged to the boys next door!   John was a little 
puzzled by this news as the boys already had two dogs.  Bette-Anne eventually revealed the truth that 
she and John were now the proud owners of the tiny, fluffy black ball of fur which was really no bigger 
than the bowl for her drinking water. 


As Molly grew she became obsessed with balls and would chase them endlessly.  Bette-Anne’s twin 
grandsons, who were about 2 years old when they met Molly, always doubled her name and would 
ask when they could play with Molly Molly; and so she became ‘Molly Molly’ to everyone.


John and Bette-Anne travelled to the UK and left M-M with friends, David and Nicki.  After their return 
home they heard from mutual friends that M-M had driven David and Nicki crazy with the ball 
chasing.


It was decided something needed to be done.  Bette-Anne heard that Cesar Millan, the Mexican-
American dog whisperer was coming to Australia to do some shows and was looking for a dog to 
showcase how you might deal with a doggy issue.  The selection event was held at Eatons Hill and 
dog-owners from around Brisbane had brought their doggy problems; there were aggressive dogs, 
timid dogs, fearful dogs etc etc and, of course, Molly Molly with her obsessive behaviour with objects.


In a dark auditorium dogs were brought into the circle of light to show off their behaviour problems - 
and then it was Molly Molly’s turn.  Well, it seems she performed spectacularly well and the 
announcement was made “We have found our dog!”


The show was held at the Brisbane Entertainment Centre and Molly Molly’s antics had the crowds 
laughing.  She even crept across the stage and stole some of the treats that Cesar had set aside as 
doggy encouragement. (I think she probably stole the show as well).  The day after the show Bette-
Anne took her for a walk and one of the electricians working on power poles nearby recognised Molly 
Molly from the show.  He was most excited and asked to have a photograph taken with her.  So she 
had become a celebrity.


So, in finishing, Bette-Anne stated that she and John live in Molly Molly’s house, both she and John 
do whatever Molly Molly wants and there seems little doubt of who is in charge.  In fact, daughter 
Louise says that Molly Molly is in charge and that Bette-Anne is her dog.  A plaque takes pride of 
place on the kitchen wall and states ‘Dogs are not our whole world but they make our life whole.’


Bette-Anne said she would leave the last words to John; she asked him where they would be without 
Molly Molly and he replied “probably in London”.
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OUR GUEST SPEAKER FOR OCTOBER WAS JOHN CHRISTENSEN who spoke on our 

Federal Constitution and how it was developed.  His talk was delivered in a light-

hearted way with the use of an array of hats to illustrate each point in the 

Constitution’s development.


   John Christensen is a retired lawyer with over 40 years of experience in 
legislative drafting in Australia and overseas. He has been a visiting 
lecturer in Legislative Processes at the University of Canberra and has 
lectured in a similar course at the Australian National University.  John 
is travelling around Australia talking about our Federal Constitution 
and what influenced its development.  With limited space I have 
chosen to summarise John’s presentation.


The story of our constitution is also the story of how we came together as a 
nation.   John referenced the handouts so the audience could refer back to 
these documents to source further information.  


The initial question is just ‘what is a constitution’?  It’s a written document 
that contains the most basic rules about how an organisation or a country is 

going to be run.  Using sporting terminology we can think of our constitution as our nation’s ‘Rule Book’.  It 
provides only the most basic set of rules and authorises Parliament to make those rules.


The main topic of this talk today is how we came to have our Federal Constitution.  At one time each of the 
Australian colonies used to impose a customs duty or tariff on goods that moved from one colony to another.  
Some historians have argued that the main reason for federation was economic, to remove the tariffs to 
promote trade.  


Queensland had its origins in 1824 as a tiny outpost on Morton Bay with the set-up of a penal colony.  The 
Governor had almost unlimited powers and the colony was responsible only to the British Government.  
English law prevailed throughout the colonies.  Anyone born before Australia Day 1949 could only be British.  
It was on that Australia Day that Australian citizenship came into existence.  


1859 is an important year for Queensland. In that year the former convict settlement became a separate 
colony and, as a result, these people were no longer governed from Sydney. Locally elected members of 
parliament were now responsible for the domestic affairs of the colony.


By the 1860’s the common heritage shared by people across Australia was in the air.  At the same time there 
were things happening outside Australia that made the colonies a little bit nervous.  There was influence from 
European powers in the Pacific.  For example the French wanted to send convicts to New Caledonia. Germany 
was also establishing a presence.  The Germans had in 1884 declared a protectorate over the norther n part of 
New Guinea. Both of these developments caused particular alarm in Queensland.  “The German flag is as 
close to Queensland as Cooktown is to Brisbane.”


Continued on next page:
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Continued from previous page:


This prompted further impetus to bring the colonies together.  The first Constitutional Convention was held in 
Sydney in 1891.  All the delegates were from the colonies and also included three from NZ.  The delegates’ had 
a range of kills and amongst those present were Deakin, Reid and Forrest.  A plan or model for federation based 
on the US and Westminster (UK) models were used.  Clark and Griffith were the authors of the 1891 draft 
Constitution.  One of the biggest challenges facing those attending the conference was the distance required to 
reach the meeting.  For WA participants it took 10 days of travel.  The Constitution would create a completely 
new body which they decided to call The Commonwealth.  It would be a government with legislative assembly 
and judicial powers.  It would be separate from the colonies but exist alongside them.


The US Constitution influenced the structure of the Australian Constitution.

Colonial governments didn’t make must progress and in 1892 were distracted by droughts, recession, bank 
failures and changes of government.  In 1893 a grass roots movement began.  The Australasian Federation 
League.


In 1897-98 a further Constitutional Convention was held.  New Zealand was no longer part of the federation 
movement and Queensland was not represented.  A new draft was produced and that draft was approved by 
referendum in all colonies except WA.


The colonies sent a delegation to London for the UK Bill to give draft legal effect.  The UK Bill passed but 
commencement delayed pending Proclamation.  WA approved the draft at referendum and the Constitution 
Act was proclaimed to commence on 1 January, 1901.


Australia is independent, but our Constitution still sits in a UK statute.  After consultation and expert advice we 
could pass a referendum to relocate the Constitution to an Australian document.  The Commonwealth, States 
and Territories would appoint citizens of note to come together at a ceremony, and by their signatures, witness 
the document as our Constitution.  At the moment, this sits somewhere in the future.


John’s talk was highly entertaining but also very informative.  I think we all learned things about our Federal 
Constitution - not least that it still sits within a UK statute.


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


PAYMENT FOR OUR GENERAL MEETINGS


DEAR MEMBERS:  IF YOU HAVE PAID DOOR ENTRY BY ELECTRONIC 
FUND TRANSFER (EFT) BEFORE THE MEETING COULD YOU PLEASE 
MAKE SURE YOU ADVISE THE PERSON ON THE DOOR SO THAT OUR 
RECORDS REMAIN ACCURATE.  THANK YOU.
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NEW MEMBER — Bev McLean


President John inducted Bev into the club and asked her to say a few 
words to the members.


“My education began at Ascot State School, going on to Girls 
Grammar and then embarked on a banking career, in those days 
terminated by marriage.

A working life as a Newsagent was our choice, buying Corbet’s 
Casket Agency, which on the completion of the Queen Street Mall, 
we traded as The City Mall News in the heart of the C.B.D., 
Altogether a tenure of 37 years, a record when we retired for the 
one ownership of a newsagency in the one allocated block. We were 
Charter Members of Brisbane Planetarium Rotary Club, and I look 
forward to making great friends similarly in Hamilton Probus Club.”

Libby Isles with President John

DID YOU EVEN WONDER WHERE THE FONTS FOR TYPEFACE WERE 

DEVELOPED?


I came across this note at the back of the book I was reading.  The book was ‘The Song of Achilles’ written by 
Madeline Miller.  The text of the book is set in a font called Baskerville - you can find it in your list of fonts on your 
computer.  The following information was included - gratis - 


“The text of this book is set in Baskerville, and is named after John Baskerville of Birmingham (1706 - 1775). The 
original punches cut by him still survive.  His widow sold them to Beaumarchais, from where they passed through 
several French foundries to Deberney & Peignot in Paris, before finding their way to Cambridge University Press.”


It goes on to explain that Baskerville was the first of the ‘transitional romans’ between the softer and rounder 
calligraphic Old Face and the ‘Modern’ sharp-tooled Bodoni.


It was astonishing to me that fonts developed over 300 years ago might still be in use today.
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MEMBERS ENJOYING OUR

OCTOBER MEETING

Judith Williamson with her cousin, Jan

New member Bev McLean with Robin McLeod

Ray Peldan with Alastair Ward

John Blackford talking with our guest speaker and his 
sister Marg, who helps with the hats used during  the 
talk, some of which are shown below.

Bette-Anne getting started on her talk with her 
gorgeous dog called Molly Molly.
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MEMORIES AND REFLECTIONS
We are very fortunate to have a contribution from Barb Fitzell for this 
month’s edition.  Barb has been given some background on her family 

The Geraldine Ape 
If it wasn’t for a pet monkey, I wouldn’t be here!!! 
Sometime between 1260 and 1270 there was a disastrous fire at the castle of Woodstock, near Athy 
in County Kildare, Ireland. It happened so quickly that there was no time to organize a sensible 
evacuation of the building. In their panic, people ran in all directions to find a way out. They viewed 
the conflagration from safety, and when it had died down, they took stock. To their horror, they 
realized that in the confusion they had left behind the infant heir of the family, little John 
FitzThomas FitzGerald. The servants rushed back to the house and found his room in ruins; there 
was no sign of him. Then someone heard a strange sound from the roof of one of the towers. 
Looking up, they saw a monkey, normally kept chained up as a bizarre pet, carefully holding the 
baby in its arms. It had taken him out of his swaddling clothes, licked and cleaned him, and 
wrapped him again carefully.  The baby grew up to become the 1st Earl of Kildare, and so found the 
illustrious family of the Kildare Geraldines (or Fitzgeralds).  In recognition of the extraordinary 
debt which the family and all its descendants owe to that monkey, the Earl fashioned his family crest 
with two monkeys as supporters, and a third posing triumphant at the top.  The Earls of Kildare 
continue in unbroken male succession to the present day, the 26th Earl of Kildare being Edward 
Fitzgerald, Duke of Leinster, Premier Duke, Marquess, and Earl of Ireland.  

All have acknowledged that their branch of the family would never have existed were it not for the 
quick thinking of the Geraldine Ape.

Now you may possibly have gathered that I am a descendant of ...........NO, NOT THE MONKEY! 

My mother was one of the Irish FitzGerald’s a descendant of Edward FitzGerald. 

So, if it wasn’t for that brave monkey, I would not be here!!!!! Barb Fitzell
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NOVEMBER 2022 ACTIVITIES

ACTIVITIES THROUGH TO THE END OF THE YEAR:

Friday November 18 - A VISIT TO ‘RIVERBEND’ BOOKSTORE:


If you would like suggestions for Christmas presents or books to read for your book club, then 
join us at Riverbend Bookstore, Bulimba on Friday 18th November commencing at 10: 00 am.  
Suzie Wilson will discuss the latest popular books and then we will have lunch together.  Please 
let me know if you can come.  Anne Gooley  Mob. 0475 98 1003  Email:  
anngooley36@gmail.com.    (There is seating for 14 guests.)

Tuesday November 29 - AMBERLEY HERITAGE MUSEUM:

We will visit the Aviation Heritage Centre at the RAAF base Amberley.  We will travel by bus and 
leave at 8am from St Colomb’s Anglican Church.  Cost of the bus trip is $55. After we leave the 
RAAF base we will travel on to Marburg to have lunch at the Marburg Hotel.  The hotel will 
provide a cold chicken salad for $19 each and the bar will be open.  You will then have time to 
investigate the antique shops in Marburg before travelling back to Brisbane arriving at around 
4pm.

Wednesday December 7 - THE LORD MAYOR’S CHRISTMAS CONCERT

The bookings for this concert have now closed but for those who have accepted the invitation, 
our booking is for the concert that starts at 1.15pm.  If participants could gather in the lobby by 
1.00pm that will mean we can all be seated together.

Monday December 12 - HAMILTON PROBUS CHRISTMAS LUNCH AT RQ GOLF CLUB

Cost of this luncheon is still to be discussed by committee. Information released soon.

DATE ACTIVITY COST

Tues 1 Nov Melbourne Cup

Tues 8 Nov Probus General Meeting $12

Wed 9 Nov Bridge & Mahjong Games $5

Tues 15 Nov Men’s Coffee Morning at Vito’s

Tues 15 Nov Walking Group

Fri 18 Nov Visit to Riverbed Bookstore

Tues 22 Nov Women’s Coffee Morning at Vito’s

Tues 29 Nov Visit to Amberley Heritage Museum $55

mailto:anngooley36@gmail.com
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Walking Group – 18 October 2022 

The expectation of rain did not eventuate, and it was the perfect weather for our October walk along the Brisbane 
River. As always, our trips on the CityCat were relaxing and enjoyable in good company. The group of eight walkers 
set off from the New Farm Ferry Terminal along Oxlade Drive until we were able to head down to the river’s edge at 

the Merthyr Bowls Club. We walked through 
Merthyr Park, dodging the occasional bike, until 
we reached Sydney Street where the riverwalk 
stops. With a short walk along Griffiths Street we 
were back on the New Farm River Walk at Merthyr 
Road.  

Merthyr is a former suburb of Brisbane but is now 
a neighbourhood within New Farm. Merthyr is 
named after Queensland Premier Samuel Griffith’s 
home in Llewellyn Street so named after his 
birthplace in Wales. Reflecting back to the talk last 
month by John Christensen, we were to understand 
Samuel Griffith essentially co-authored the 1891 
draft Constitution with Andrew Clark. 

At Howard Smith Wharves we spent time looking at the 
various event venues, restaurants and bars on offer. We 
revisited the Hotel Vincent, now part of the Crystalbrook 
Collection, but previously called the Fantauzzo, a Brisbane 
Art Series Hotel.  

The Group first did this walk, including a visit to the then 
Fantauzzo Hotel and Vincent Fantauzzo’s artwork in the hotel 
foyer, in October 2020, exactly two years ago. We have been 
on 25 walks, a guestimate of 125 km and with participation 
of 32 Hamilton Probus members over that time. 
Congratulations to the walkers. 

Taking the elevator up to Bowen Terrace 
we crossed under Story Bridge making 
our way down to and along Anne Street. 
At the St John’s Anglican Cathedral, we 
were drawn in by the sound of choral 
singing which turned out to be a 
rehearsal for the UQ Singers who were 
performing later that morning.         

On the first Thursday of every month, St 
John’s Cathedral put on a free morning 
concert at 11.00am delivering music to 
stimulate many tastes. Whether strings 
or woodwind, voice, piano or percussion, 
the performances from Queensland 
Conservatorium and The University of Queensland are always immersive and 

transformative. A trip to a morning concert and enjoying lunch at an inner-city restaurant would be a pleasant way to 
spend the day. For the next concert see   https://www.facebook.com/events/st-johns-cathedral-brisbane/st-johns-
cathedral-free-morning-concerts/936935113342359/ 
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WALKING CAN INCREASE CARDIOVASCULAR FITNESS, STRENGTHEN BONES,REDUCE EXCESS BODY FAT AND BOOST MUSCLE POWER

AN EXTRA WALK THIS MONTH - OCTOBER 2, 2022


John Wright reported he and Susan had met up with Darcy Maddock, President of the Friends 
of The Toowong Cemetery (FOTC) during one of their trial walks.  It was explained that a 
guided walk is done in the cemetery on the first Sunday of each month at 10.30am. Our 
‘walking group’ expressed interest in participating in this activity and so eight members of the 
club got their names on the list and following is Marea Reed’s account of the walk, together 
with photographs that indicate fun was had by all.


Quote:  Somehow it seemed appropriate to be walking under umbrellas on a cold and rainy 
Sunday morning.


The theme, “Those Tragically Taken” was chosen by our volunteer guide, Merrill.


She shared colourful stories of unfortunate victims of premature death who died of drownings, 
of gunshot fatalities, of falling down shafts and ship’s holds, of cerebral haemorrhages and 
even a young girl crushed to death on the Armistice Day Parade!


But, we had our lighter moments!  


Just ask Bette-Anne!


Continued from previous page:


The group walking In the rain Bette-Anne trying on one of the plots for size

After our brief stop at St John’s there was a 
resounding call for coffee, and we made our way 
down Wharf Street to Le Bon Choix at the 
intersection of Queen and Eagle Streets. It was a 
very enjoyable experience with fresh bakery items 
on offer. The café was fairly busy, but we found a 
table. Finally, we set off to embark our CityCat 
and back down river to pick up our cars. The walk 
was something over 5km and I think we all 
agreed, distance is nothing when in conversation 
with friends.  John Wright
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     BOOK REVIEW

 


Jennet Conant is an American author and journalist acclaimed for her well researched non-fiction 
books on events related to the second World War. She is impressively educated and her grandfather 
was the President of Harvard University.


As a former physician I found the account of the development of cancer chemotherapy drugs 
fascinating, arising as it did from the detailed clinical observations of Stewart Alexander in 
December 1943. The Luftwaffe carried out a devastatingly successful raid on Allied shipping in Bari 
harbour in Southern Italy releasing quantities of mustard gas, concealed in bombs in a US Liberty 
ship, into the oil slicked water. Many naval and military personnel were exposed and hospitalised 
with hundreds of fatalities. Stewart, a chemical warfare physician, meticulously documented 
systemic effects of the absorbed nitrogen mustard. He concluded that the depression of blood cell 
counts, that occurred in scores of injured men, was due to a hitherto unknown effect of the poison, 
and that there was a potential for future use in the fight against cancer.


The story encompasses the roles played by Churchill and Eisenhower in the coverup of the disaster, 
the initiatives taken by the members of the Allied Chemical Warfare Services during and after the 
war and the long road to refine the crude poisoning effect of mustard and its derivatives. The 
account of the evolution of effective and safer chemotherapy does not require a medical or science 
background and the description of the Bari disaster, a “second Pearl Harbour” is one of the least 
known tragedies of the Italian campaign. David McEvoy


THE GREAT SECRET..The Classified WW2 Disaster that 
Launched the War on Cancer by Jennet Conant. Grove 
Press 2020.
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Tech Corner

Members who wish to submit solutions, hints or other information to assist us 
obtaining the most out of our devices can do so right here.  We look forward to 
your contributions.  There will always be someone who will learning something 
new, it might be you next month.  Please contact Jacqui Page at 
jacquipage12@icloud.com with your contributions - or perhaps, your questions 
and we’ll find answers.

THIS MONTH WE HAVE A CONTRIBUTION FROM JOHN LADBROOK ON GOOGLE CLOUD & EMAIL


Computer Corner 01  


If you use Gmail on a Windows PC, you will occasionally receive a message telling you that your Gmail 

storage is nearly full, and unless you do something about it, you will not receive more emails.  What has 

happened and what do you do to fix it.  


It is worth knowing that your emails are not stored in your PC but, together with other data, in your 

Google Cloud.  Unless your Cloud has been upgraded it will have a default storage limit of 15GB.  Your 

stored emails have probably pushed it to its limit.  So, what do you do?  


This is the easiest way to check what is in your cloud.  Open the “M Gmail” screen - this is the one where 

all your emails are listed.  Using the vertical scroll bar on the right-hand side, scroll to the very bottom 

where, towards the left, there is a horizontal bar titled e.g., 3.5 GB of 15 GB used.  Click anywhere on this 

bar and a “Google One Storage” screen should open showing the total in your cloud, and, specifically, in 

Google Drive, Gmail and Google Photos.  Anything more than 2.0 GB in Gmail is probably the cause of 

the message.


To reduce the number, reopen the “M Gmail” screen, select “All Mail”, and start deleting old emails that 

you don’t need.  The emails are in pages of 100 emails.  At the top and to the right, just above the latest 

email, you will see the total number of emails stored and you can use the arrows to reach the oldest, 

one page at a time.  Then start deleting.  You may have thousands of emails stored and time can be 

saved by selecting and deleting a page at a time.  It is your choice entirely as to how many old emails you 

keep.


Ring me if you have difficulty.  John Ladbrook.


Doesn’t anyone have a burning issue on their computer they would love to have resolved and be 

provided with some assistance?


mailto:jacquipage12@icloud.com
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  	 	             NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

	 	 

	 	 	 Date	 	 Member


	 	 	 [01]	 	 Rama Naidoo

	 	 	 [01]	 	 Susan Wright

	 	 	 [06]	 	 Robin Edwards

	 	 	 [07]	 	 Dave Francis

	 	 	 [08]	 	 Sonja Comerford

	 	 	 [10}	 	 David McEvoy

	 	 	 [14]	 	 Leith Fussell

	 	 	 [21]	 	 John Gaudern

	 	 	 [23]	 	 Douglas Fussell

	 	 	 [26]	 	 Peter Bekkers

	 	 	 [27]	 	 Glenda Winders

	 	 	 [29]	 	 Tricia Hanlon

Those who have 
contact with young 
people will know that 
‘thumbs’ are 
everything.  In fact, 
you might argue that 
evolution will 
eventually make 
thumbs pointier and 
the most important 
part of the hand.
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Celebrating Probus Day – an Evening Cruise on the Lady 
Brisbane


October 1st was World Probus Day and two years of planning to celebrate this important occasion in our City of 
Brisbane, resulted in many of the buildings along the river and some of the bridges being lit in the Probus 
colours of blue and gold.


On this Saturday evening, 130 members from 14 clubs on the North side, boarded the Lady Brisbane for a 
cruise up the river viewing the spectacular lights (please see the photos) to appreciate the company of 
members from other clubs, to share information and to enjoy the Asian finger food provided throughout the 
evening.  It was a delightful celebration to the start of Probus month.


This relaxing evening was enjoyed by 18 of our members and in the spirit of fun, friendship and fellowship it 
seemed appropriate to consider joining with some of these clubs again for outings.


Probus Day is an opportunity to remind our members and the wider community of the importance of social 
connections and the support Probus provides.  Anne Gooley


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


LORD GRANT ME THE STRENGTH TO ACCEPT THINGS I CANNOT CHANGE            
COURAGE TO CHANGE THE THINGS I CAN                                                         

AND FRIENDS TO POST MY BAIL WHEN I FINALLY SNAP!

The Lady Brisbane - photo 
courtesy of Susan Wright

Victoria Bridge lit in Probus colours

Story Bridge looking spectacular in 
Probus colours
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