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July, 2022

Originating from old blighty, where l \
weather is a conversation opener, | think -
| am allowed to say that it has been “damn” cold. Regardless of
the cold, it was wonderful to see 57 members and guests at our
Meeting on 7 June. The fuller the hall, the warmer it feels, both

in temperature and friendship.

Together with our Vice President and Treasurer, | went to the
PAQ Information Day and found it particularly useful in making
initial contacts with other clubs and obtaining ideas that could
be beneficial to our Club. In July, our Activities and Speaker
Coordinators have a similar opportunity which | hope will be
equally worthwhile.

At the end of May we had a great time at our Pizza in the Park
event attended by 33 members and guests, then in early June a
mentally taxing morning at the Probus Trivia Challenge at
Geebung RSL. In summary, tasty pizzas, good friendship but no
prizes, we're not that smart. Thank you to the organisers of
these events.

At the June General Meeting we awarded two Certificates of
Appreciation. One to Lex Lowien, who resigned from the Club
for reasons of health, was our last Founding Member, Past
President and served the Club over 31 years. The other to Brian
Springthorpe, a current member since 2003 who has faithfully
served the Club over that time including a period of 11 years as
Audio Visual Officer, and still going. Thank you, Lex and Brian,
your Club appreciates you.

To you all, stay safe and keep smiling. John
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10 Minute Speaker spot - Megan Du Plessis

Rhythms of South Africa

Megan Du Plessis’ 10-minute presentation took the form of an audio-visual depicting the sights and
sounds of South Africa in her lifetime.

She chose music to match the footage she had chosen, which showed the gold mining era; the
Sharpeville riots of 1960, protesting pass law and freedom of movement; Nelson Mandela’s
imprisonment for crimes against the state; the 1976 Soweto riots against African children being taught
in the national language, Afrikaans, rather than in English. She followed with the dawn of the new
South Africa, the winning of the Rugby World Cup in 1995, President Nelson Mandela in the iconic
South African rugby jersey; and finally, South Africa in the present.

She hoped the presentation would give insight into the complex issues facing South Africa.

For illustration purposes and for those who missed Megan’s presentation the editor has selected some
photographs of these events.

Soweto riots 1976

YRS

Current SA president Cyril Ramaphosa
President Nelson Mandela delivering the 2022 State of the
presenting Rugby World Cup Nation address
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Speaker for June meeting:

Secretary Barry, made notes of the speaker from ‘Home Instead’, Alison Quinlan.

‘Home Instead’ is a national provider of high quality, relationship-based, in-home care for ageing
Australians. The service provides help with a range of personal and lifestyle needs while providing
welcome companionship. They take pride in providing the best in-home care and support to meet
client’s needs.

The service provides support to enable you to continue living independently in your own home by
empowering your ability, instead of focusing on disability. The service they provide is based on the
understanding of the importance of remaining at home and they are committed to your
independence, the quality of care you receive and empowering you to choose, control and change
your services.

The title of Alison Quinlan’s presentation was ‘Navigating Aged Care”’.

We were privileged to hear from Alison from ‘Home Instead’.

Home Instead is committed to helping make the care and support services you
need easily accessible, personal and affordable.

They are approved providers of, Private Health Care and Government Funded
Home Care Packages.

Their service provides a range of professional high-quality in-home care services including

Personal Care

Meal Prep and Home Helper
Companionship
Transportation

Respite Support

Alison was accompanied by support staff who were available to discuss any matters after the

meeting. The web address for “Home Instead” is: www.homeinstead.com.au

— !..7 =

Peter Llewellyn with Alison Quinlan
and members of her staff from

‘Home Instead’
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Walking Group — 17 May 2022

Our walk took in the Gateway Bridge surrounds on the Murarrie side of the Brisbane River. The day was overcast

N N WG T SR AR with intermittent light showers, but
; » ) ' . nothing to worry about. A Google search
showed that the name Murarrie came
from Mooraree House built around 1861
by Christopher Porter, an architect and
owner of a sugar plantation.
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Meeting at the river end of Metroplex
Avenue, we set off along the river’s edge
before turning into, and through, Captain
Doug Hislop Park. Captain Doug Hislop
was honoured with the naming of the
park for his heroic actions during the 2011
floods. With his tugboat Mavis and friend
Peter Fenton, they saved a 1,200 tonne
slab of concrete, which had broken away
from the Riverwalk, from colliding with

Walking through the park to Lytton Road we saw typical wetlands
birdlife. After the tranquil environment of the park, we entered the
carbon monoxide zone and walked up Lytton Road for 400 metres and
then over the Gateway Motorway.

Having crossed the Gateway Motorway, we stopped to view an old
railway cutting with the railway line still intact, but redundant. The
line appeared to have run from Gibson Island alongside Paringa Road
and Bulimba Creek to the Brisbane Cleveland Line.

7 BT The railway line was
a spur off the main
line between
Brisbane and
Cleveland built in
1889. The spur line
serviced the Meat
Works and Bulimba
A & B Powerhouses
situated on the river
frontage, named
Queensport.

We headed along
the Gateway Bridge
pedestrian walkway
then branched off
towards the river
and underneath the
bridge structure to
the location where
the Duke of
Edinburgh opened the first Gateway Bridge in 1986.
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Taking in the vast twin bridge structure, with a backdrop of the Royal Queensland Golf Club up to the
bank of the Brisbane River, is impressive.
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We visited the remnants of the Meat Works, established in 1881, and on reading the plaque it was
interesting to find out that there had been an aquarium at the back of Gibson Island, two miles from
the Meat Works and covering 11 acres, which opened in 1889.

This was not just an aquarium, but also a zoo with tigers, a black panther, cheetah, bears, monkeys,
birds and reptiles. Furthermore, at the aquarium there was a 1,400 seat concert hall, roller coaster
and a cycle track. In 1899 electric lights were connected and an electric organ installed. Sadly, the
aquarium and accompanying facilities were destroyed in the floods of 1893, although most of the zoo
animals were saved.

Finally, we headed to the Galley Café
within Rivergate Place. Enjoying a
ey NG coffee and cake was a pleasant way to
~ o wasomeavoreneo | finish a 4.5 km walk.
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John Wright
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o oo ] MEMORIES AND
Or | REFLECTIONS

- Jan Blackford has provided the very first article in this new segment. What Jan has written is a
treasured memory from her childhood. I’'m sure many have similar stories tucked away in their
. memory banks and it would be wonderful to share them because such memories are very
precious and what make us the people we are today.

. If you have a memory or reflection you are prepared to share then we want to hear from you.
: Think of this as your 10 minute speaking spot where you don’t have to stand up to speak.

A COUNTRY TALE

My brother and | arrived at the tiny country school to a welcome line of all the twenty-five pupils at
the school, all curious to see the new city kids.

How frightening it all seemed. These country kids were big and strong and tuff.
Soon we were to have a baptism by fire!

Down in the huge school yard, more a vast paddock with massive gum trees, we were introduced to
the Seesaw.

The Seesaw was a large gumtree, with a fork about six feet up, through which rested a long rough log.

Half the school climbed on to one end, and nearly all the other half climbed on the other, the biggest
boy astride the fork of the tree directing operations. We were directed to climb aboard.

What a terrifying experience that was as our end soared way up into the trees, and there we were
hanging on to that log for dear life.

Then someone jumped off the other end, and we came crashing down, to the joy of all the other kids.

What a fearsome experience was that first day on the Seesaw at our new school. The old hands loved
frightening us.

Bell for class saved us, but we eventually came to love that amazing bush Seesaw, frightening
ourselves each time we boarded, and scaring each other when we jumped off, to make the other end
crash down.

It is a wonder none of us lost a finger or a toe, but we became bush kids too, and bush kids are tuff!!!
Jan Blackford
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MEMBERS ENJOYING OUR

E

JUNE MEETING

PRESENTING A
CERTIFICATE OF

APPRECIATION TO BRIAN
SPRINGTHORPE

Hamilton Probus Club



EDITION 235 JULY 2022

JULY 2022 CALENDAR

DATE ACTIVITY COST

Tues 5 July Probus General Meeting $12
Tues 12 July Men'’s Coffee Morning
Wed 13 July Bridge/Mahjong Games $5
Tues 19 July Walking group
Fri 22 July Bus trip to Redcliffe and environs tba

Tues 26 July Women's Coffee Morning

Activities Report:

Well, the cold months are upon us which makes it a little more difficult to get out and about. Some members,
however, braved the winter chill and participated in the Trivia competition held at Geebung RSL and hosted by
Bridgeman Downs Probus Club. Our club had two tables of six and the only thing we won, despite our best
efforts, was wine that Anne won as lucky door prize for her table and that Leafy won at Alastair’s table. |
sincerely hope they both enjoy the wine and celebrate with friends.

We also had a visit to HOTA, the new Arts and Performance space down on the Gold Coast. Eleven members
participated and we had a fine time viewing paintings and artworks in 2 of the galleries. Greg McGilvery
organised the group and we finished with lunch at the Exhibitionists Bar on the 5th floor with superb views
across Surfers Paradise and back into the hinterland.

The month of July we have planned for a visit to the Doomben Racecourse Museum and, later in the month, we
have a bus trip planned to the Redcliffe area. As soon as we have details we will advise members of the cost
and the places we’ll visit in the Redcliffe area. Alastair, ably assisted by Bette-Anne will lead this activity. So, all
members can look forward to a further announcement in the next couple of weeks as soon as we have the
details sorted and the guides in place.

August we have planned a visit to Government House. Government House is a heritage-listed mansion at 170
Fernberg Road, Paddington. It is the official residence of the governor of Queensland. The mansion, also
known as Fernberg, was one of the first houses built in Brisbane’s Paddington area and has been the home and
workplace of Queensland Governors since 1910. The residence is surrounded by 14 hectares of Estate and is an
important landmark steeped in historical, cultural and environmental significance. Details will be released as
soon as we finalise plans. We are, at the moment, awaiting approval for our application to visit.

We also are in the planning stages of a 3-day visit to the Toowoomba area and to Jimbour Homestead. This will
take place in September around the timing of the Festival of Flowers.

So, plenty to look forward to and we hope you will enjoy participation in what is planned. Jacqui
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For those with an interest in Art:

'CHIHARU SHIOTA: THE SOUL TREMBLES' OPENS AT GOMA

Embrace an unparalleled experience of monumental beauty — 'Chiharu Shiota: The Soul
Trembles' opens at GOMA Saturday 18 June until 3 October 2022.

The largest solo exhibition of the artist’s work to date, Chiharu Shiota is renowned
internationally for her transformative, large-scale installations constructed from millions of
fine threads that cluster in space or form complex webs that spill from wall to floor to
ceiling.

Book your timed-entry ticket today.

TURANDOT

Superstar soprano Anna Netrebko makes her
long-awaited Met role debut as Puccini’s icy
princess alongside tenor Yonghoon Lee as the
bold prince determined to win Turandot’s love.

July 9, 10 & 13 at the Dendy

: Did you know:

The first airplane black box was devised by Australian chemist David Warren in 1953 after a series
of de Havilland Comet commercial jet crashes. He was reportedly told by his supervisor to drop
the idea; thankfully, he did not. (contributed by John Ladbrook)

Hamilton Probus Club 9
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JULY BIRTHDAYS

Date Member
03 Averil Ward
08 Beth Finney
09 Pamela Cash
10 Ray Peldan
13 David Duveck-Smith
19 Trish Hickey
22 Phillis Ommensen
25 Trisha Anderson
31 Glen McDonald
31 Leon Papi

R — —

FUN AT PIZZA in KALINGA PARK - MAY 27

T

Rendez vous in Roma Street Parklands for the French

‘Christmas in July’ Market on 23vd and 24th of July.

Hamilton Probus Club
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BOOK REVIEW

5]’11£y 2022

This month’s book review has an interesting side story to it. The
review comes from Jack Larkin who now has contacts in the
world of authors. Jack provided a review of Amor Towles book,

‘The Lincoln Highway’. Amor Towles also wrote ‘A Gentleman in
Moscow’ which was a wonderful read about a noble gentleman consigned to stay within the walls of
a hotel during the Bolshevik revolution. But.... to the ‘Lincoln Highway’, and the story behind the
review.

Jack found, online, an excellent review of the book and chose to use that rather than write something
already covered very well by a Goodreads review. Concerned that he might be infringing some
copyright law, Jack contacted the author, Amor Towles, to ask if it was OK for us to publish this review
in our Newsletter. Amor not only replied directly to Jack but gave his blessing for us to use the review
along with thanking Jack directly for ‘reaching out’ but also signing his email ‘Amor’ and we can now
assume that Jack Larkin is Amor Towles new best friend. It’s a lovely story to back our book review
this month. And so follows the review:

In June, 1954, eighteen-year-old Emmett Watson is driven home to Nebraska by the warden of the juvenile
work farm where he has just served fifteen months for involuntary manslaughter. His mother long gone, his
father recently deceased, and the family farm foreclosed upon by the bank, Emmet’s intention is to pick up his
eight-year-old brother, Billy, and head to California where they can start their life anew.

But when the warden drives away, Emmet discovers that two friends from the work farm - the wily, charismatic
Duchess, and the earnest, offbeat Woolly - have stowed away in the trunk of the warden’s car. Together they
have hatched an altogether different plan for Emmett’s future, one that will take the four of them on a fateful
journey in the opposite direction to the city of New York.

Spanning ten days and told from multiple point of view, Towles’s third novel is
a multilayered tale of misadventure and self-discovery, populated by an
Eomesssssasmmm  eclectic cast of characters, from drifters who make their home riding the rails
P RO RO ; - . .
! / Z“ 35 )g'g‘*, and larger-than-life vaudevillians to the aristocrats of the Upper East Side. An
absorbing, exhilarating ride. ‘The Lincoln Highway’ is a novel as vivid,

sweeping, and moving as readers have come to expect from Towles’s work.

Editor’s note: Amor Towles is an exceptionally good writer and an excellent
place to start reading his work for those who haven’t read anything written by
Towles, is to start with either of his other works - The Rules of Civility or, my
favourite, ‘A Gentleman in Moscow’. The joy and the richness of a life lived
within the four walls of one of Moscow’s top hotels in truly bleak times is just

a wonder.

Hamilton Probus Club 11
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AUDIO BOOK REVIEW

Something different, | have started to listen to crime novels written by L J Ross, categorised as
Mystery, Thriller & Suspense. L J Ross, the pen name for Louise Ross, left a career in financial law to
write. Since her debut with her first novel in January 2015 she has written and self-published 26
books. Quite an achievement, Louise is a prolific author.

L J Ross is the author of the international # 1 bestselling series of DCI Ryan mystery novels. In 2019
she started a series headlining Dr Alexander Gregory, a forensic psychologist.

Holy Island narrated by Jonathan Keeble. This was L J Ross’s first novel and first in the DCI Ryan
series. The story takes place on the spectacular Northumbrian island of Lindisfarne, also called Holy
Island. DCI Ryan retreated to Holy Island when forced to take leave from his duties as a homicide
detective. As expected, a murder on the Island cuts short Ryan’s sabbatical. With a compelling
narration, the story line was fair, especially for a first novel. The narrator, Jonathan Keeble, has a
career in theatre, TV and over 500 radio plays for the BBC and his great reading voice helped this
audio book along.

Bedlam narrated by Richard Armitage. This is L J Ross’s third novel in the Dr Alexander Gregory series
and written in 2020. Whilst on a visit to America as a guest speaker at Quantico, Dr Gregory is asked
to enter a psychiatric hospital as a patient to seek out a material witness in a criminal investigation.
The story line is excellent and full of suspense. The narration is perfect. The narrator, Richard
Armitage, trained at the London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art. As an actor he has played roles
in The Hobbit, several UK TV series and theatre performances with the Royal Shakespeare Company.
He has narrated many audiobooks including The Tattooist of Auschwitz.

These books are available either through the BorrowBox app or the Libby app, when linked to your
Brisbane City Council Library card, and are free. John Wright
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The following piece was written by Jeffrey Kluger, Editor at Large of TIME -
SPACE and it fascinated me. I hope you find it of interest.

James Webb Space Telescope is, well, in space.

The Webb's mirror is an exquisite piece of engineering. Measuring 6.5 m across, it's made up
of 18 hexagonal segments, each of which can be moved along seven different axes to allow
controllers to focus the overall instrument. Together, the segments, made of beryllium, have
an area of 25 sq. meters. All of them are covered with reflective gold, but in a film so thin

that if it were peeled off and tamped down into a sphere, it would measure no bigger than a
golf ball.

Meanwhile, the beryllium is so smoothly polished that if it were expanded to the size of the
United States, its biggest imperfection would be 7.6 cm (3 in.). That's a heck of a piece of
hardware to leave exposed to the space elements. But if you're going to do your work where
Webb does, it's a risk you have to take.

Jacqui Page
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GANG VIOLENCE HAS TO STOP

GANG VIOLENCE HAS TO STOP &2

’//_A’N‘D_;r\bwl?\ 5 I TOLD you to wear sunscreen,
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age is simply
the number
of years

the waorld
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enjoying you
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' Bernborough Ascot Retirement Village 48 Hampton St , Ascot facing '
north over Doomben Racecourse - Retirement Living made Easy
Life is designed for well being and enjoyment. For more information
contact:
Shannon Volp
Community Engagement Mgr QLD, RetirementLiving
M +61 438 468 536

. shannon.volp@lendlease.com www.lendlease.com '
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MEMBERSHIP REPORT

How lovely was it to see 60 of our members at the June General Meeting?

Ladies, coffee morning is on the 4™ Tuesday at Vito’s Cucina & Bar ,10/188
Nudgee Road.

The Men'’s coffee morning is on the second Tuesday, also at Vito's.

KITCHEN
Susan Wright & Megan Du Plessis
SANDWICHES
Annette Hallett & Margot Kirby
FRONT DOOR
Rhondda Todd & Glen McDonald
GREETERS

Jack Larkin & Bette-Anne Swanson

Hamilton Probus Club
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