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President`s Report: 
 
 

 
Dear Friends, 

 

Welcome to 2022.   Here we are, a New Year, new resolutions, new 

possibilities, familiar restrictions about to come in force.  Wouldn’t it be 

great if we could escape it all?   
I am optimistic and hopeful that this year we will remain safe and well.  Hope 
generates a feeling of goodwill and gratitude and creates awareness of how 
our lives are truly blessed.   
It was lovely to see so many of you at our Christmas Lunch.  It was a happy 
way of celebrating the end of the year and the 31st Anniversary of our Club.  
Thank you to Greg McGilvery for taking great photos of the event, many of 
which will be published in this edition of The Times.  At one of our General 
Meetings, I will do a short presentation showing all the photos taken that 
day.   
Thank you also to Rhondda Todd and John Blackford for leading our Choir 
to enjoy singing the Christmas Carols.   It was fun and we may have started 
a new choir to add to our list of activities. 
As mentioned in the last newsletter our Leaders have plans for many 
interesting activities this year.  We will also continue with our Social Bridge 
Day, the second Wednesday of each month at Elizabeth Gibson Memorial 
Room attached to the Northern Suburbs Bridge Club in Gerler Road.  If you 
would enjoy a relaxing game of bridge, please join us, and let Marea Reed 
know you would like to book a table. 
 
I look forward to welcoming you to our General Meeting on Tuesday 1st 
February. 
 
For 2022, I wish that your life is full of happiness and smiles, good health, 
success, and prosperity.  Wishing you a beautiful year ahead. 

Anne         1 
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Secretary`s Report : 
 

   And so, the year 2021 comes to a close. On reflection , it has been a year of mixed 

blessings for our Club. We have had to deal with the continuing uncertainties imposed 

upon us by Covid 19 and our governments. That notwithstanding, we have survived and 

remain united and strong.  Tribute should be paid to several members inside and outside of 

the Management Committee. 

 

     Robin Edwards has relinquished her responsibilities as the pivotal organizer of our 

Christmas Lunches – every year – how many ? – too many to count! – a sterling effort 

Robin. Thank you from all of us. 

      I think you will all agree that our guest speakers in 2021 have been quite remarkable 

and have been the focal point of all of our General Meetings. David McEvoy has toiled 

ceaselessly to make sure that happened. His successor, Peter Llewellyn has been set a very 

high standard.   Many others of our Membership have also made their unique, individual 

and collective contributions of time and effort to our achievements and experiences in 

2021. A big “Thank You” to all of you. 

 

    Our President, Mrs. Anne Gooley has consistently, tirelessly, and fearlessly, given 

of her time, of  effort, and of herself to ensure that during her tenure, Hamilton 

Probus has maintained its traditions, achieved for members memorable and 

pleasurable experiences, and positions the Club for a very successful and enjoyable 

2022-23. Anne, you are much admired. 

 

 From a personal perspective, one of the many highlights of the year was our Christmas 

Luncheon at Royal Queensland Golf Club on 13th. December. A good time was had by all. 

I also detected amongst those in attendance, vocal competence which had thus far 

remained undetected. Considering our choral efforts were unexpected, unrehearsed, and 

unaccompanied I think we all did rather well – 6.5/10 – (only a spontaneous standing 

ovation is worth 10/10!). Who knows what next year will bring?  I think our choral 

potential is worth pursuing in 2022. 

  

   Our Annual General Meeting will be held on Tuesday, 1st. March 2022. If you are even 

remotely interested in making a contribution to our Club, particularly if you have 

been recently inducted as a member and/or have some innovative or even potentially 

controversial ideas about how our Club could develop and progress into the future, 

please nominate for Committee Membership. Nomination details will be circulated 

around mid-January. 

 

      Our very first General Meeting for 2022 will be held in St. Colomb’s Anglican Church 

Hall, Clayfield, on Tuesday, 1st. February 2022. I look to catching up with all of you on 

that occasion.  

         In conclusion, Janice and I wish you all a New Year for 2022 which exceeds all of 

your expectations and for all of the right reasons. 

 

Signed :-    John Blackford       (Secretary)        Date :-      30th December, 2021         2  

 

 



 

 

 

 

JANUARY/FEBRUARY 2022 activities 

 
 DATE                              ACTIVITY                                           COST 

 

 

Tues Jan 18     John Wright’s walking group         cancelled 

 

Tues Feb1       Probus General Meeting           $10 

   

Tues Feb 8      Men’s Coffee Morning 

 

Wed Feb 9      Club Bridge                                                 tba  

 

Tues Feb 15     John Wright’s walking group 
 

Tues Feb 22     Women’s Coffee Morning  

 

 

 

 

Dear Members, 

 
 

Welcome to the New Year! I hope it is a safe and happy and healthy one for all 

members although Omicron numbers are more than a little daunting; so stay safe. It 

will be a somewhat slow start to the year in regard to activities although all of your 

favourites are in place with Coffee Mornings at Vito’s and the Bridge Club and 

Walking groups all organised. Our ability to participate in those activities will be 

subject to Government directives and we will send notifications to members for each of 

the activities. We have planning underway for activities through the year with the first 

of these organised for February with an opportunity to see the progress being made 

with the Cross River Rail. Susan Wright will be organising a tour when business 

activities resume with normal business hours following holiday season. Expect 

notification in your inbox as soon as we have it organised. Looking back at our 

recent Christmas luncheon held on December 13 I want to draw attention to the 

wonderful contribution made by Robin Edwards to club activities especially with 

organising the Christmas lunch over many years and other activities such as Pizza 

in the Park. Robin was warmly acknowledged by President Anne in recognition of 

her contributions to the club.   Jacqui      

                                                                                     3 
 



 

 

 

 

Guest Speakers:  David McEvoy 

 

February:   Rhyl Kingston Hinwood, Sculptor. Topic: TBA 

March:        Rod Preston. Topic: Convicts, Poms and Flashers .Mysteries of the Mail series  

December new member induction:   PAM CASH 

 

February birthdays:                    : 

Date  Member     

[04] Don Pillay               

[13] James Ellison         

[14] Janice Blackford         

[15] Jack Larkin               

[19] Margaret Drewe  

[21] Peter Nicholls               

[27] Rhondda Todd                 

[28] Christina Llewellyn   
                                 4 
** If you will not be available to take on these helper roles will you please let Jacqui know so that 

alternative helpers can be sought.  jacquipage12@icloud.com 

   February General Meeting Rosters 
Door roster        John Quayle 

 

         Barbara Fitzell 

 

Greeter roster                       Gaye White 

 

         Jack Larkin 

 

 

Kitchen helpers                     Laurie Richards 

 

          Janice Blackford 

 

 

Sandwich roster        Trish Anderson 

 

         Annette Hallet 

 

      

Membership Report February: 

 

 Happy New Year to all 77 Hamilton Probus Members. 

 

 Despit some restrictions, we were able to induct 18 new Members 

last year. 

 

As our current membership stands at 77 there is room for more, so 

please encourage your friends to join. 

 

Here`s to a year of Fun, Friendship & Fellowship 

 
Barbara Fitzell 
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  Hamilton Probus choir singing carols at Christmas lunch 

After many months of rehearsal the choir under the stewardship of John Blackford and 

led by opera singer Rhondda Todd performed to tremendous applause. Choir left to 

right-Terry Frost, Douglas Fussell, Graham Clay, Rhondda Todd and John Blackford. 

At the end of the singing it was moved, and passed  by members present “ that Douglas 

Fussell stick to his day job .Times Editor 

 
 

 

 

The wonderful Robin Edwards with Royal Queensland Golf 

Club activities convenor    
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Christmas Lunch 2021    

 
 

Janice and John Blackford 

 

 
 
Trisha Anderson, Phyllis Ommenson, Barbara Main 

Margaret Campbell  

           Leafy and Douglas Fussell, Robin Edwards,            

            Jacqui Page 

 

 
 

Jacqui Page, Peter Gooley, Anne Gooley 

John Ladbrook                        Julie Fryar, Ann and Graham Clay                        6 

                             

 

Best 

Christmas 

Lunch 

ever! 



 

 

 
 

Fay Rayner and Trish Hanlon 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Bevereley Phillips and Zoe Coglan 

 

John Ladbrook 

WISE DOG: 

An older, tired looking dog wandered into my yard .I could tell from his collar and well-fed 
belly that he had a home and was well taken care of. He calmly came over to me, I gave him 
a few pats on his head. He then followed me into my house, slowly walked down the hall, 
curled up in the corner and fell asleep. An hour later, he went to the door, and I let him out. 
The next day he was back, greeted me in my yard, walked inside and resumed his spot in 
the hall and again slept for about an hour .This continued off and on for several weeks. 
Curious, I pinned a note to his collar: 'I would like to find out who the owner of this 
wonderful, sweet dog is and ask if you are aware that almost every afternoon your dog 
comes to my house for a nap.'...!The next day he arrived for his nap, with a different note 
pinned to his collar ...'He lives in a house with six children who never stop. He’s trying to 
catch up on his sleep. Can I come with him tomorrow ...?' John Ladbrook   
            7                     

Thankyou 

to Hamilton 

Ward office 

for all the 

printing of 

The Times 

over many 

years 



 

 

             

   

Walking Group – 16 October 2021: 
 

There being no December walk, this was our last walk of 2021. With our usual CityCat 

start from Hamilton Northshore we commenced from the Riverside Ferry Terminal, 

winding our way up to Eagle Street and onto 480 Queen Street where we took the 

escalator through to Adelaide Street. Here we finally saw the public artwork by Danie 

Mellor, visually accessible from the second level of escalators, comprising hand drawn 

imagery of a natural 

rainforest environment 

printed on glass tiles over 

an area of 350 sq metres. Moving up to Anne Street, we 

took a look at the relocated Tram Passenger, by Cezary 

Stulgis, on Queen Street. Arriving at St John’s Anglican 

Cathedral, we spent a brief time inside before looked 

around the surrounding buildings and of course the Rhyl 

Hinwood hand-carved Helidon Freestone sandstone statues 

over the main entrance. (At the end of this article are 

details details of whom the statues represent)  
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YES! Only one more 

to go 

DHF 

 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moving on we stopped to 

look at The Guardian, also 

by Cezary Stulgis, on the 

corner of Anne and Wharf 

Streets. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

We continued into Anzac 

Square under Adelaide 

Street and along Gresham 

Lane to Queen Street and 

the Gresham Bar where we 

halted our walk for a 

refresher and a look 

around the historic 

interior.  

Built in 1881 as the 

Queensland National 

Bank, the interior of the 

Gresham was constructed 

with local cedar and 

marble from the UK. 

Whilst beautifully 

renovated with all its past 

charm it is also known for being the site of a brawl between Australian and US 

servicemen in November 1942. Somewhere between seven hundred and one thousand 

servicemen used bottles, stones, sticks and batons to incur eight minor gunshot 

wounds, six baton injuries, hundreds of black eyes, split lips, swollen cheeks, broken 

noses and the tragic death of Australian Gunner Edward Sidney Webster 

             9 



 

 

We walked onto Albert Street, stopping at the Royal Albert Hotel. In 1888, the first 

Centenary after white settlement in Australia, 

the area known as Frog’s Hollow was the site 

of the start of the anti-Chinese riot, the specific 

location being the recent video games 

amusement parlour which closed in March 

2020 due to COVID and exacerbated by Cross 

River Rail construction. At the time Frog’s 

Hollow was an unsanitary area with a cluster of 

brothels as well as being Brisbane’s Small 

Chinatown. For more details on the riot go 

online to -- 

http://www.multiculturalaustralia.edu.au/doc/evans_anti-chinese_riot.pdf 

 

The Royal Albert Hotel was originally built by the Perry Brothers for their 

Ironmongery in 1913, when it was the tallest building in Brisbane. With an 

extra floor added in 1923, Perry house as it was then known, is still believed 

to be the tallest timber structure in the southern hemisphere built on wooden 

foundations. In 1996 the heritage listed Perry House      

on the corner of Elizabeth and 8 Albert Streets was opened as the Royal Albert Hotel 

Meanwhile, what we really came to see at the Royal Albert Hotel was the onsite self-

operated carpark stacker. On the previous page is the group photo in front of the 

carpark stacker and as well as a more detailed photograph.  

Once again, thank you to Greg McGilvery for the group photo.    10 
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After spending some time in Albert Street, we walked on toward the Brisbane City 

Botanic Gardens. Our next destination was The Cube at QUT to view the interactive 

screens, one of the world’s largest digital interactive learning  

and display spaces consisting of 48 touch screens soaring across in two stories in 

QUT’s Science and Engineering 

Centre. The Cube digital screens, 

ideal for a visit with grandchildren 

as well as adults, are changed daily 

and what’s on over the next week 

can be seen on the Cube website.  

https://www.thecube.qut.edu.au/whats-on/cube-screens 
 

At last, we obtained a 

photo of Greg, thanks to 

Susan.  

After some time 

interacting and relaxing 

in the air-conditioning, 

we moved onto The 

Pantry at Old 

Government House for 

a final refreshment stop. 

It was very enjoyable 

sitting in the courtyard. 

Then on down George 

Street to look at the 

complex steel structure 

forming part of the Queen’s Wharf Development. 

Finally, after an enjoyable 6.7 km walk with numerous stops at points of 

interest along the way, we caught the CityCat from North Quay for our 

return to Hamilton Northshore.                                      11 
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The following is a copy from the illustrated guide to the West End 

Sanctuary of St John’s Cathedral depicting the 13 Statues above the 

entrance.  

To view this page more clearly it may be necessary to use the zoom on your 

device.   
 

Copies of this guide, providing an explanation on every statue as well as a 

written interview with the creator Rhyl Hinwood, are available from the 

Cathedral shop at a price of $5. John Wright 

 
COMMANDMENTS FOR SENIORS 

Talk to yourself. There are times you need expert advice. 

Style is the clothes that still fit. 

You don't need anger management. You need people to stop annoying you.   
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Your people skills are just fine. It's your tolerance for idiots that needs work. 

The biggest lie you tell yourself is, I don't need to write that down. I'll remember it. 

On time is when you get there. 

It would be wonderful if we could put ourselves in the dryer for ten minutes, then come out 
wrinkle-free and three sizes smaller? 

Lately, you've noticed people your age look so much older than you. 

Growing old should have taken longer. 

Aging has slowed you down, but it hasn't shut you up. 

You still haven't learned to act your age and hope you never will. 

 The last thing I want to do is hurt you ... but it's still on my list. 

Since light travels faster than sound, some people appear bright until you hear them speak. 

If I agreed with you, we'd both be wrong. 

We never really grow up -- we only learn how to act in public. 

War does not determine who is right, only who is left. 

Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit. Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad. 

To steal ideas from one person is plagiarism. To steal from many is research. 

I didn't say it was your fault, I said I was blaming you. 

In filling out an application, where it says, "In case of emergency, notify... " I answered " a 
doctor." 

Women will never be equal to men until they can walk down the street with a bald head and 
a beer gut, and still think they are sexy. 

You do not need a parachute to skydive. You only need a parachute to skydive twice. 

I used to be indecisive, but now I'm not so sure. 

To be sure of hitting the target, shoot first and call whatever you hit the target. 

Going to church doesn't make you a Christian, any more than standing in a garage makes 
you a car. 

You're never too old to learn something stupid.I'm supposed to respect my elders, but it's 
getting harder and harder for me to find one now    John Ladbrook    13 
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