
EDITION 231 March 2022

Hamilton Probus Club 1

President: Ms Anne Gooley 
0475 981 003 anngooley36@gmail.com


Secretary: Dr John Blackford  
0413 129 478 
johnblackford@optusnet.com.au 


_____________________________


2021 COMMITTEE:


President: Anne Gooley                  
Secretary: John Blackford  
Treasurer: John Ladbrook          
Vice President: John Wright 
Immediate PP:  Barry Henzell 
Outings Coord.: Jacqui Page 
Speaker Prog.: David McEvoy 
Membership: Barbara Fitzell 
Records: John Wright    
Webmaster: Frank Hill  
Newsletter: Douglas Fussell 
Committee member:John Quayle


Auditor: Peter Nicholls      
Almoner: Leith Fussell


_____________________________


Hamilton Probus Club Incorporated


PO Box 2308, Ascot Qld. 4007


_____________________________

_____


THE TIMES


Hamilton Probus Club Inc. 56018 

                                                                Accredited 14 December 1990

President’s Report


MARCH 2022


I	think	we	all	missed	seeing	one	another	over	the	Christmas	
break,	so	it	was	pleasing	to	have	excellent	speakers,	delightful	
humour,	laughter,	and	interesting	conversations	at	this	
meeting.		A	great	morning.		Thank	you	to	all	the	wonderful	
quiet	achievers	who	helped	set	up	the	hall,	managed	the	
kitchen	and	food	distribution,	front	door,	the	greeters,	and	
those	who	set	up	the	technology.


As	a	new	year	dawns	for	our	Hamilton	Probus	Club,	we	
commerce	our	32nd	year	as	an	accredited	Probus	Club.			Our	
accreditation	date	was	14th	December	1990.		We	have	much	to	
be	proud	of	in	this	club	and	its	longevity 

 

This	is	my	last	contribution	as	President.		It	has	been	an	
honour	and	a	pleasure	to	be	in	this	role	in	2021	and	I	hope,	in	
a	small	way,	I	have	made	a	difference	and	it	has	been	an	
enjoyable	year	for	all	of	you.			I	have	loved	being	President,	
especially	the	friendships	I	have	made.		Our	club	is	filled	with	
many	caring	people.


Looking	back	on	the	journey	through	last	year,	I	wish	to	pay	
tribute	to	the	committee	and	general	members,	the	roles	they	
have	played	and	the	support	they	have	given	me.


Dear	Members,


It	was	a	pleasure	to	welcome	50	
members	and	guests	to	our	first	
meeting	for	2022.
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President’s report cont.


They	all	have	special	talents	and	their	dedication	
and	enthusiasm	to	work	for	the	success	of	our	
club	has	made	my	job	much	easier.	They	are	
important	cogs	in	the	wheel	that	moves	our	club	
forward.	


I	thank	the	Executive	Committee,	John	
Blackford,	and	John	Ladbrook	for	their	support.	
	John	B.	as	Secretary	with	his	ability	to	liaise	
with	committee	members	which	has	guided	the	
meetings	effectively	and	efficiently.	John	L.	for	
his	role	as	treasurer	with	many	hours	dedicated	
to	the	end	of	year	financial	report.		Thank	you	
also	to	Peter	Nicholls	who	has	volunteered	his	
services	for	several	years	as	Auditor	and	has	
kindly	accepted	my	invitation	to	be	the	Auditor	
this	Financial	year.


It	is	time	to	reflect	on	some	of	the	achievements	
in	2021	and	there	is	many	to	thank	for	their	
contributions.


It	has	been	a	pleasure	to	have	inducted	16	new	
members	to	our	club	in	2021.		New	members	
bring	new	ideas	and	that	augurs	well	for	2022.		
Despite	the	hiccup	that	Covid	brought	to	us	over	
the	past	two	years,	our	club	has	continued	to	
thrive.


I	asked	John	Blackford	to	produce	a	PowerPoint	
presentation	of	the	agenda	to	be	displayed	on	
the	screen	so	that	members	could	view	it	and	
thank	him	for	designing	an	excellent	
presentation	each	month.


Thank	you	to	the	Meet	and	Greet	helpers	who	
were	introduced	last	year.		It	is	important	to	
ensure	guests	feel	welcome	and	Jack	Larkin	and	
Libby	Duguid	carried	out	this	task	splendidly	and	
Pepita	Comiskey	has	joined	them	this	year.	We	
now	have	a	list	of	‘Greeters’	for	2022	and	I	am	
grateful	to	Barb	Fitzell	for	establishing	this	list.


Frank	Hill	generously	said	yes	when	asked	to	
oversee	the	setting	up	and	shutting	the	hall	at	
each	of	our	General	Meetings.		He	is	always	
there	early	and	such	a	willing	helper.	Thank	you,	
Frank.	Another	quiet	achiever.


We	have	commenced	Social	Bridge	in	2022	at	
the	Elizabeth	Gibson	Centre	attached	to	the	
Northern	Suburbs	Bridge	Club.	We	start	again	
on	Wednesday	9th	March	and	then	we	will	
continue	every	second	Wednesday	each	month.	
Thank	you	Marea.


I	want	to	thank	our	wonderful	Activity	leaders	
and	especially	our	very	capable	Activity	
Coordinator,	Jacqui	Page.	I	know	members	value	
having	outings	organised	for	them.	Jacqui	has	
been	extraordinary	in	giving	so	much	to	the	club	
and	I	want	to	thank	her	for	continuing	to	
organise	the	helpers	on	kitchen	duties.


I	am	delighted	to	report	that	Laurie	Richards	is	
our	new	Kitchen	Coordinator.		She	has	already	
started	her	new	role	under	the	guidance	of	
Jacqui.	Thank	you	so	much	to	Laurie.		I	am	
pleased	to	hear	that	you	are	enjoying	your	new	
role.


Before	I	end	my	last	report	as	President,	it	is	
important	that	I	pay	tribute	to	some	members	
who	are	retiring	at	the	AGM	as	their	significant	
contribution	should	not	be	overlooked.


David	McEvoy	is	retiring	from	the	Committee.	
He	has	been	President,	Treasurer	and	over	the	
past	few	years	has	been	responsible	for	bringing	
to	our	club,	excellent	Guest	Speakers	and	how	
fortunate	have	we	been	in	his	choices.		The	
speakers	have	certainly	added	to	the	success	of	
our	General	Meetings.		He	also	stepped	into	the	
role	of	delivering	the	humour	and	that	was	
appreciated.	David	is	kind	and	cares	very	much	
about	our	club.		I	wish	him	well.	He	will	certainly	
be	missed	on	the	committee.	
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President’s report cont.


Douglas	Fussell	is	also	stepping	down	from	his	
role	as	Editor	of	The	Times.		I	have	admired	the	
way	Douglas	has	brought	a	touch	of	humour	to	
the	Newsletter	and	his	innovations	to	the	
content	has	made	it	a	very	interesting	read	
each	month.		Thank	you	so	much,	Douglas,	for	
taking	on	this	role	and	meeting	the	challenges.		
I	will	miss	our	discussions	and	the	company	of	
you,	Leafy	and	of	course	the	most	important	
dog	in	Queensland,	Rosie.		I	am	pleased	that	my	
W.A.	grand-dogs	Ollie	and	Gracie	cannot	read	
as	they	would	be	jealous.


Although	I	thanked	Robin	at	our	Christmas	
lunch	for	many	years	organising	the	Christmas	
Lunch	and	the	Quiz,	Picnic	in	the	Park,	and	
other	outings,	I	want	to	take	this	opportunity	to	
mention	again	her	dedication	to	supporting	our	
club	over	many	years.		I	hope	you	will	enjoy	our	
meetings	in	the	future	Robin	without	having	to	
worry	about	chasing	payments	for	outings	and	
numbers	attending	functions


John	Blackford	is	also	retiring	as	Secretary	after	
our	General	Meeting	in	March	and	will	be	
Election	Officer	for	the	AGM	which	will	follow	
the	General	Meeting.		I	thank	John	for	his	
wisdom	and	support	in	ensuring	the	smooth	
functioning	of	the	Management	Committee.


If	you	were	not	at	our	last	General	Meeting,	I	
am	pleased	to	tell	you	that	Jan	Blackford	was	
awarded	an	OAM	in	the	Australia	Day	Awards.	
We	are	fortunate	to	have	Jan	as	our	guide	when	
we	have	visited	GOMA	and	we	know	how	
professional	she	is	when	she	has	taken	the	
members	through	some	of	the	exhibitions.	We	
are	all	proud	of	you	Jan	and	of	course	John	is	
very	proud	too.		We	have	many	talented	
members.


At	the	AGM	on	1st	March,	I	will	be	able	to	give	
my	best	wishes	to	the	new	Committee.		I	look	
forward	to	an	exciting	new	chapter.		I	wish	you	
and	all	your	families	a	safe	and	happy	year.		
Anne


Thought for the Month and last thought from the President’s Chair:


Life’s Beauty

There are those people who have something about them.  They have a generosity of spirit, an 

understanding, an ability to cope with life compassionately.  These are the wise, and they 
undoubtedly have their beauty.
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SECRETARY’S	REPORT	-	February	2022


It	is	with	some	sadness	that	I	discover	that	this	will	be	my	last	Newsletter	before	I	relinquish	
Committee	Membership.		During	the	three	years	of	my	tenure	as	your	Secretary,	I	have	enjoyed	
immensely	the	challenges,	enjoyment	and	experiences	that	holding	the	position	has	offered.


It	has	been	a	great	pleasure	working	closely	with	Anne,	our	current	President	as	she	has	very	
successfully	negotiated	the	wide	variety	of	challenges	and	situations	which	have	arisen	during	the	
course	of	what	has	been	a	somewhat	difficult	year.		Anne	has	held	office	with	dignity,	
collaboratively,	and	with	firm	but	compassionate	authority.		On	behalf	of	all	of	you	I	tender	to	
Anne	our	heart-felt	gratitude.


For	three	years	I	have	been	very	well	supported	by	a	majority	of	committee	members.		Thank	you.


To	the	in-coming	Committee	2022-23	I	extend	my	very	best	wishes.		I	trust	you	will	be	successful	in	
preserving	already	established	traditions	of	our	Club	and	in	providing	increased	enjoyment	for	the	
membership	in	the	year	ahead.			John	Blackford


Our	secretary	and	our	newsletter	editor	getting	ready	to	put	their	feet	up.


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


‘THE	TIMES’	EDITOR’S	FINAL	SAY


TIMES	UP!!		Thank	you	to	all	contributors	who	have	supported	The	Times	over	the	last	three	years.	
Many	thanks	to	Anne	Gooley	for	regularly	helping	to	dispatch	it	from	our	wonky	computer	every	
month	and	thank	you	to	Leafy	for	all	the	proof	reading.	Doug	Fussell		“Going	gardening”


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


Retiring	from	Committee	-	our	organiser	of	speakers	and	
man	of	many	talents	David	McEvoy


The	speaker	for	March	is	Rod	Preston	on	Mysteries	of	the	Mail:	
Convicts,	Poms	and	Flashers.


Peter	Llewellyn	will	step	into	this	role	for	2022.
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TREASURER’S	REPORT	for	year	ending	31	December	2021


The	accounts	of	the	Hamilton	Probus	Club	have	been	reviewed	and	the	standard	Financial	statements	

printed.		They	have	been	audited	by	Peter	Nicholls	and	found	to	be	in	order.


The	club	was	fortunate	to	have	received	grants	during	the	year	totalling	$3,067	and	was	able	to	show	

an	operating	surplus	of	$572	for	the	year.		Maintenance	of	income,	and	containment	of	expenses	will	

be	desirable	in	the	2022	Club	financial	year	to	restore	pre-Covid	bank	balances.	


The	Club’s	financial	position	is	sound	and	account	balances	as	of	31st	December	2021	total	$5,243.	

Treasurer:	John	Ladbrook


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


	

MARCH	2022	CALENDAR	
DATE ACTIVITY COST

Tues Mar 1 Probus	General	Meeting
$10

Thurs	Mar	3 Ti-Trees	Picnic $2
Tues	Mar	8 Men’s	Coffee	Morning
Wed	Mar	9 Club	Bridge $5
Thurs	Mar	10 Cross	River	Rail	Experience n/c
Tues	Mar	15 John	Wright’s	walking	group
Tues	Mar	22 Women’s	Coffee	Morning

Learning about the ‘CROSS RIVER RAIL PROJECT’


On March 10 at 10.30am, Susan Wright has organised for a presentation at 
The Experience Centre for the Cross RIver Rail Project.  Those who would 
like to join us should refer to the notice sent out recently to all members.


We’ll follow the presentation with lunch at the Stanton Brasserie in Queens 
Plaza.


There is no cost for the presentation and members are asked to make their 
own transport arrangements.  Your only cost will be whatever you choose 
for lunch.  Contact Susan Wright on 0403 910 728.
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ACTIVITIES	REPORT	FOR	2021	


It	has	been	another	year	of	ups	and	downs	as	we	isolate	or	don’t	isolate,	as	we	don	a	mask	(if	we	
remember	to	take	one	with	us)	or	don’t	don	a	mask,	as	we	remember	to	check	in	with	the	QR	
codes	etc	etc.		In	other	words	–	another	year	of	challenges.		And,	of	keeping	ourselves	healthy	and	
safe.

	

In	providing	a	range	of	interesting	events	and	activities	for	the	club	members	to	consider	I	think	
we	have	mostly	risen	to	the	challenge.		We	had	some	very	enjoyable	and	successful	events	
including	our	Annual	Dinner	at	Mr	&	Mrs	Jones	restaurant	at	Portside,	the	superb	works	of	art	at	
the	European	Masters	event	at	GOMA,	a	very	French	lunch	at	La	Belle	Vie	at	Bardon	and	who	
could	forget	the	wonderful	trip	to	Bribie	Island.		

	

We	listened	to	the	history	of	Miegunyah	House	Museum	and	a	presentation	on	the	Development	
of	the	Queens	Wharf	complex.		We	didn’t	have	a	high	participation	rate	for	the	Anzac	and	
Macarthur	Museums	but	those	who	missed	it	missed	out	on	a	real	treat	on	the	contribution	made	
by	Queenslanders	to	the	theatres	of	war.		The	presentation	of	the	material	was	first-rate	and	the	
day	was	enhanced	with	a	lunch	at	a	restaurant	that	was	a	new	find	–	Botera	House	Café	in	
Adelaide	Street.		We	can	definitely	recommend	their	coffee	and	food!

	

The	Christmas	lunch	at	Royal	Brisbane	Golf	club	was	the	highlight	of	the	year	but	we	shouldn’t	
bypass	the	fun	that	was	had	at	Kalinga	Park	as	we	devoured	Pizza.

	

None	of	these	events	could	have	taken	place	without	the	organising	abilities	of	the	Activities	
group;	Susan	Wright,	Alastair	Ward,	Bette-Anne	Swanson,	President	Anne	Gooley	and	Robin	
Edwards.		Their	contributions	throughout	the	year	were	greatly	appreciated	and	are	to	be	
applauded.			

	

Robin,	as	you	know,	stepped	down	at	the	end	of	2021	having	served	on	the	committee	for	around	
12	years.		This	is	an	exceptional	effort	and,	at	the	Christmas	Lunch,	President	Anne	presented	
Robin	with	flowers	in	recognition	of	her	extraordinary	contribution.

	

New	members	of	the	Activities	Committee	for	2022	are	Marea	Reed	who	will	assist	in	organising	
the	Bridge	Days	and	Greg	McGilvery	who	is	already	in	planning	mode	for	one	of	our	trips	this	year.

	

We	have	some	very	interesting	activities	planned	for	the	first	six	months	of	2022	and	I	hope	our	
members	will	find	them	interesting	and	varied.		We	aim	to	provide	something	for	everyone.		To	
have	the	opportunity	to	share	an	experience,	a	glass	of	wine	and	a	meal	is	something	we	all	value	
very	highly.

Jacqui	Page
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Reports	for	Hamilton	Probus	Year	2021	-	Records,	Website	&	Walking	Group


Records:


Managing	the	Club	records	involves	the	initial	recording	and	ongoing	updating	of	our	members’	
details	in	a	secure	data	base	so	as	to	provide	populated	forms	for	use	by	Committee	Members	in	the	
running	of	the	Club’s	day-to-day	activities.


The	Records	Officer	also	maintains	the	various	Club	email	accounts	enabling	the	relevant	Committee	
Members	to	utilise	email	contact	groups	pertaining	to	their	role.


It	is	every	members	responsibility	to	advise	the	records	officer	of	any	relevant	changes	to	their	
circumstances	such	as,	details	of	their	Emergency	Contact,	Residential	Address,	Telephone	Numbers,	
Email	Address.	The	Records	Officer’s	email	address	is	ham.probus.records@gmail.com				John	Wright		


	Website:


After	four	years	of	establishing	the	Club	website	and	the	monthly	maintenance,	I	handed	over	the	
reins	to	Frank	Hill	in	the	middle	of	2021.		Frank	Hill,	as	our	new	webmaster,	is	reliant	on	information	
provided	to	him	on	a	regular	basis	as	it	becomes	available.				


The	relevant	Committee	and	Support	Members	provide	updates	on	future	Activities,	Guest	Speakers	
and	10	Minute	Speakers.		The	Times	Newsletters	are	uploaded	onto	the	website	as	they	become	
available.		Frank	Hill,	as	Webmaster,	can	be	emailed	on	ham.probus.webmaster@gmail.com.


We	encourage	the	members	to	utilise	this	resource	and	to	share	the	web-address	with	family	and	
friends	especially	with	the	idea	of	attracting	new,	and	like-minded,	persons	to	our	membership.	This	
will	assist	in	us	maintaining	a	sustainable	and	viable	club.		Our	web-address	is	


https://hamiltonprobus.com.au/					John	Wright	-	retired	Webmaster																								


mailto:ham.probus.records@gmail.com
mailto:ham.probus.webmaster@gmail.com
https://hamiltonprobus.com.au/
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Walking	Group


Hamilton	Probus	Club	Walking	Group	commenced	with	the	first	monthly	walk	on	29	September	
2020.		Emails	regarding	pending	walks	are	sent	out	to	specific	members	who	have	expressed	their	
interest	to	be	included	on	the	distribution	list.		Any	members	who	are	not	receiving	these	emails	
but	would	like	to	be	included	on	the	distribution	list	should	contact	me	on	
ham.probus.records@gmail.com.


Our	walks	in	2021	have	included	visits	to	many	interesting	locations	and	include	some	memorable	
experiences,	which	proves	walking	is	the	best	way	to	discover	our	city.		Where	appropriate	we	use	
the	Brisbane	River	CityCat	to	our	starting	locations	and	return.	Nothing	like	“Sea”	air	to	start	your	
day.


Of	our	current	75	Active	Members	our	monthly	group	numbers	vary	between	10	-	14	walkers,	
which	amounts	up	to	19%	of	the	Membership.		Even	more	impressive	is	that	24	members	have	
joined	one	or	more	walks	over	2021,	this	being	32%	of	the	current	membership.


Join	us	on	the	3rd	Tuesday	of	the	month	to	learn	and	experience	what	our	city	has	to	offer.


John	Wright	-	Walking	Group	Organiser


	~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~	
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For	those	who	like	to	read:


Miss	Benson’s	Beetle	-	Rachel	Joyce


It	is	1950.	London	is	still	reeling	from	World	War	II,	and	Margery	Benson,	school	teacher	and	spinster,	
is	trying	to	get	through	life,	surviving	on	scraps.		One	day,	she	reaches	her	breaking	point,	
abandoning	her	job	and	small	existence	to	set	out	on	an	expedition	to	the	other	side	of	the	world	in	
search	of	her	childhood	obsession:	an	insect	that	may	or	may	not	exist	—	the	golden	beetle	of	New	
Caledonia.		When	she	advertises	for	an	assistant	to	accompany	her,	the	woman	she	ends	up	with	is	
the	last	person	she	had	in	mind.		Fun-loving	Enid	Pretty	in	her	tight-fitting	pink	suit	and	pom-pom	
sandals	seems	to	attract	trouble	wherever	she	goes.	But	together	these	two	British	women	find	
themselves	drawn	into	a	cross-ocean	adventure	that	exceeds	all	expectations	and	delivers	something	
neither	of	them	expected	to	find:		the	transformative	power	of	friendship.


This	book	won	the	Wilbur	Smith	Adventure	Writing	Prize	


~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~


March	birthdays


Date	 Member


[16]	Muriel	Mackenzie

[21]	Anne	Dowd

[24]	Graham	Clay

[24]	Bette-Anne	Swanson

[25]	Carmel	Dinneen

[27]	Frank	Hill

[27]	Brian	Loel

[30]	Margaret	Campbell
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MEMBERSHIP	REPORT


Our	February	General	Meeting	attendance	was	excellent	
despite	the	covid	restrictions.


The	two	wonderful	speakers	Sue-Ellen	and	Sandra	had	us	
enthralled	with	the	story	of	Sue-Ellen’s	family.


Rosters	for	March	are:-


KITCHEN


Christine	Llewellyn	&	Phyllis	Ommenson


SANDWICHES


Fay	Rayner	&	Beverley	Phillips


FRONT	DOOR


Marea	Reed	&	David	Duveck-Smith


GREETERS


Jack	Larkin	&	Gaye	White


We	look	forward	to	increasing	the	membership	this	year	with	
one	new	member	to	be	inducted	in	March.


	


Barbara.



	President’s report cont.
	President’s report cont.

