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 Hamilton Probus Club Inc.  56018 
   Accredited 14 December 1990   

N e w s l e t t e r  The Times 
President Dr David McEvoy Ph. 3630 4900 

Secretary Mrs Margot Kirby Ph. 3262 6693   email: ham.probus.sec@gmail.com 

PO Box 2308, Ascot 4007   Next meeting 9:15am Tuesday 5th June 2018 at Merriwee Court, Oxford Street Hamilton 

Meeting Apologies 
Contact Margot Kirby  
Last minute apologies 
may be made from the 
meeting floor. 
 
Birthdays June 

John McGinley  

[02] 

Beth Papi  [13] 

June Roberts  

[17] 

John Conroy  

[24] 
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 President’s  Report 

Edition 190 June2018 

Dates to remember 

Following two successful meetings, an enjoyable dinner and 
outings, and the launch of our website, we can feel satisfied that 
Hamilton Probus is off to a good start for 2018. On reflection we 
must remember that our current success is due to important con-
tributions from all our hardworking office bearers and volunteers 
and to maintain our club’s fortunate position requires continuing 
efforts in recruitment.  We do not have a secretary to take over 

from Margot in 2019; so, if you would consider the role or know someone who 
could, please talk to your committee as this is an important issue for this year. If 
you are nominating a friend for membership think about what they could do for 
your club as well as the benefits of membership for them. 

Ascot President, Geoff Hunter enjoyed our May meeting, particularly George’s joke 
session, which Geoff hopes to introduce at Ascot. I will attend the Ascot meeting in 
June and perhaps will find something we can adopt to our benefit. 

Please keep your suggestions for books, films, musical and other events rolling in 
as we can all benefit from shared experiences. Much of what we now do follows 
the recommendation of others. The more members contribute to our club the rich-
er it will become. 

Now our website is up and running your committee would like to hear what you 
think of it, particularly any ways in which you think we could improve or expand 
the information conveyed. 

In fellowship, fun and friendship, 

David McEvoy President. 

Monday 4th June   Trivia Quiz Kedron Wavell Services Club 9.45am 

Tuesday 5th June   Regular meeting Merriwee Court 

Tuesday 12th June   Men’s Coffee at Verandah 

Sunday 17 June       Film of Met. opera "Luisa Miller" (Verdi) at Dendy Portside  

Friday 22nd June   “Pizza in the park”—Kalinga Park 

Tuesday 26th June   Ladies Coffee at  Verandah 

Tuesday 3rd July   Regular meeting Merriwee Court 

Friday 13 July           Queensland Garden Expo trip to Nambour.  

Tuesday 24 July   Ladies Coffee at  Verandah 
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Fiona Bekkers led an interesting life: 

Her father was a tea planter in Ceylon and her mother 
was one of the first Queensland science graduates – her 
parents met while travelling overseas by ship.  Fiona 
Sinclair’s early years were spent in Ceylon until she 
went to boarding school at Somerville House. The war 
years meant she was not able to go home for holi-
days. After school days she became a librarian, then 
married Peter Bekkers and they had three fine sons. Pe-
ter was a surveyor with much work in country areas and 
they lived variously in Darwin, Barcaldine, western 
Queensland and finally living in Palm Avenue, Ascot.  
Fiona’s terminal illness was, mercifully, very short.  
 
We, as a Probus Club, have fond memories of Fiona as a 
fellow member for she was an 'outgoing' personality. We 

all enjoyed her company and we will miss her greatly.  Our thoughts are for supporting our 
friend Peter, and his family, at this most sad time.   We thank Fiona for the friendships we 
shared.  
 
Her funeral was held on 25th May where we heard moving tributes from the family, de-
scribing her as a loving wife, mother and grandmother. Peter added a moving tribute saying 
that we should never stop telling our loved ones of our continued love and affection. 
 

Vale  Fiona Bekkers 

Secretaries Report 

Several Committee members are away enjoying the northern European summer.  David 
and Anne McEvoy are in beautiful Norway. John Wright (our web site leader) and Susan 
are enjoying a canal trip in St Petersburg.  Barry and Helen Henzell are driving to Mel-
bourne, visiting family and interesting places. Barry will be home in time to do The Times. 
Those left are holding up the corners of Merriwee Court! 
 
We are looking forward to the June activities, the Quiz Day, then Dendy Portside to see the 
film of the Met Opera, “Luisa Miller” and the Pizza in the Park.  All three are worth attend-
ing and there is good company to be found. Leon Papi and his band of helpers are always 
looking for enjoyable outings for us. They never disappoint. 
 
Ewen Taylor from the DNA forensic unit will give an interesting talk at our next meeting 
and at the July meeting we will listening to the PAQ Choir.   PAQ are looking for new choir 
members so here is your chance to get involved and prepare for the 2019 Eurovision com-
petition. 
 
                      Cinderella is proof that a new pair of shoes can change your life. 
______________________________________ 
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Guest Speaker Tony Auden 

Tony Auden—Chanel 7 weather pre-

senter and BOM meteorologist 

Writes and presents the nightly weather 

for the news bulletin from Sunday to 

Wednesday. This includes developing 

graphics and providing in expert com-

ments during severe weather events. He 

worked as a meteorologist specialising in severe weather. This included issuing 

forecasts and warnings, writing reports and developing data viewing and fore-

casting software.  

Men’s Coffee 

Get to know our fellow coffee drinkers 

more.  It is a thoroughly enjoyable morning.   

If you are available to attend, the next 

meeting is  

10am on Tuesday 12th June at Verandah.  

See you there!      

Ladies Coffee 

Please join us at our ladies coffee 

group at Verandah 

No bookings, just turn up. 

Next meeting is Tuesday 26th 

June at 10am 

Membership Report 

Ladies Coffee 

The Ladies coffee morning met at Verandah 

following the closure of El & Dora. 

From all reports it was a very happy gather-

ing of a dozen ladies, apologies from Helen 

Henzell and Susan Wright. 

Coffee cost $4 and a selection of eats costing 

about $4. 

We welcome Averil Ward and Brian Nelson to the club. I am sure that they will be a great asset 

to our membership. 

In July, John and Janice Blackford will join us. We thank these members for their patience as 

they have been waiting for many months. This will bring our numbers to 82. We still have a 

number of prospective members on the waiting list. 
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The enduring debate over 

whether the toilet paper 

should go over or under the 

roll is at last settled with the 

emergence of an 1891 pa-

tent design of the modern 

toilet roll. 

As old as modernity, the ar-

gument known to tear cou-

ples asunder has been 

settled by 124-year-old visu-

al evidence.  

The Toilet Paper Roll patent 

registered by Seth Wheeler 

of New York in 1891, clearly 

shows that the paper should 

go over the roll, not under. 

The picture was discovered 

by writer Owen Williams 

and posted on Twitter on 

March 17. 

Be it known that I Seth 

Wheeler of the city and 

cunty of Albany,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“ 

and State of New York, have 

invented certain new and 

useful improvements Rolls,” 

the patent begins. 

With the toilet paper issue 

now settled, people will be 

able to concentrate on other 

important First World ar-

rangement problems, such 

as double ply or triple, 

should the milk or tea be 

poured first, or whether 

socks or pants should be put 

on first.  

Wheeler also introduced 

another great convenience: 

perforations. 

 

“My invention consists of a 

roll of connected sheets of 

paper for toilet use, said roll 

having incisions at intervals 

extended from the  

side of the web towards the 

centre, but not terminating 

in an angular out, whereby 

the slight connection left 

may be separated without 

injury to the connected 

sheets … At the same time I 

wind rolls containing any 

desire number of sheets,” 

the patent said. 

Wheeler was chief of the 

Albany Perforated Wrapping 

Paper Company. Originally 

the perforation was invent-

ed for what was euphemisti-

cally called “wrapping pa-

per” and the concept was 

patented some 20 years be-

fore the modern roll, in 

1871. 

The rest they say is history.  

1891 edict:  Toilet paper goes over 

 
Sign in “Pantry Café” Beechworth Victoria 
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NAMBOUR GARDEN EXPO 

Hi Ho Everybody!  
 
Expo at Nambour departing 08.30am 
 
Hope you’ve all got your money 
clenched in your little fists for the Pro-
bus meeting on Tuesday week?? 
 
Remember it’s just $45.00 each  
 
 
 

We will have Morning Tea en route (so as not to waste any time there).   We get dropped off at 
the venue   our entrance is prepaid -   and then we are able to wander around -  attend lectures - 
get ideas and growing tips - let our imaginations roam free. 
   
 And Yes!    you can buy stuff and store it at a central place for later. 
 
Naturally there are places all around for you to purchase lunch coffee and nibbles with friends. 
 
Our Driver will collect us and our goodies around 2.30pm for the trip home.  Of course, there are 
special spaces under the Coach for your new belongings. 
 
Remember the Date:    Friday13 July 2018 -  Departure Time: 08.30am Destination:  Qld Flower 
Expo at Nambour:   Cost: $45.00 includes   Return Coach, Morning Tea and Expo Entry. 
 
Ask your friends too!   We need 31 people for this price so it’s  
       COME ALL - TO QLD.  FLOWER   EXPO   AT   NAMBOUR!!!! 
 
Warm regards   and hope to see you all with your little hands outstretched on Tuesday 5 
June……. 
 
Nicki DuveckSmith 

 
GOOD BOOK GUIDE 

Book of Colours  by Robyn Cadwallader 
 
The manuscript is a clever device to explore the hidden secrets, desires and losses 
of the various characters and is described in such vivid detail that I could visualise 
the individual pages and colours. This is the sort of book that sneaks up on you 
and as it came together to a satisfying and moving conclusion, I realised just how 
much I enjoyed it.  www.readings.com  
 

The Yellow House by  Emily O'Grady, a Brisbane author. 
 
A debut novel inspired by the great-nephew of notorious serial killer Ivan Milat who 
killed as proof that he was as bad as his relative, has won the Vogel's Literary Award, 
Australia's richest literary prize for an undiscovered manuscript. 

https://www.readings.com.au/search/results?query=Robyn%20Cadwallader&author=1&books=1&music=1&film=1
http://www.readings.com/
https://www.readings.com.au/search/results?query=Emily%20O%27Grady&author=1&books=1&music=1&film=1
http://www.allenandunwin.com/being-a-writer/the-australian-vogel-s-literary-award
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Please note, this 
newsletter is deigned 
for on screen reading 
with an electronic 
device. Distribution is 
via E-Mail. 
 
We have very small 
number of older mem-
bers who do not have 
email access. For 
these folk an abridged 
black and white paper 
version is printed. 
 
Hamilton Probus 
thanks the BCC Hamil-
ton Ward Office for 
providing the paper 
and printing for these. 

 The Brisbane Hospital  in mid19
th

 century                                                                  

Th
e 

C
o

m
er

fo
rd

 F
ile

s 
                                     

 
 The first public hospital in Brisbane, the Moreton Bay Hospital was established on 12th 

January, 1849 near the site of the present Supreme Court site in George Street. It served 

a vast area comprising the districts of Moreton, Darling Downs, Wide Bay, Burnett and 

the Maranoa.  In its first year it treated 94 patients and cost 370 pounds. In 1856 the 

name of the Moreton Bay Hospital was changed to the Brisbane Hospital.      

A new hospital was built on the present site of the RB&WH at Herston, then known as 

the Quarries. Patients were moved from George Street into the new Hospital on 8th Jan-

uary, 1867. The first nurses graduated from the hospital in 1888, and in 1936 the 

Queensland Medical School within the University of Queensland was opened adjacent 

to the hospital. The first Women’s Hospital began in 1864, and was called the Queens-

land Lying In Hospital. It was located in Leichhardt Street, Spring Hill. In 1867 the hospi-

tal was renamed The Lady Bowen Hospital, after the wife of Queensland’s first Gover-

nor.  Towards the end of 1929 it was decided to build a new Women’s Hospital adjacent 

to the Brisbane General Hospital, and this was opened in 1938.                                                               

In 1966 Queen Elizabeth 2nd gave permission to use the prefix “Royal” to the Brisbane 

Hospital, and in 1967 also approved the use of “Royal” prefix for the Brisbane Women’s 

Hospital.                                                                                                                                                       

The entire Brisbane Hospital Complex has in the last 50 years been completely rebuilt. 

The Royal Brisbane Hospital has provided training for thousands of doctors, nurses and 

allied professionals for over 160 years.                                                                                                                    

The Royal Brisbane Hospital and the Royal Brisbane Women’s Hospital were amalgamat-

ed in 2003. Today the RBH and the RBWH is a 1,000 bed quaternary and tertiary referral 

teaching hospital, with most specialties, and receives patients from all over Queensland, 

NSW, the Northern Territory and adjacent countries.                              

Silo Art 

Silo Art at Patchewollock, Sheep Hills in Victoria and Weethalle in NSEW 
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Please note, if you are unable to attend on your rostered day, please arrange a swap with another member from the respective list. 

 

Hamilton Probus Club—General Meetings Annual Roster 

 

Door Roster Hospitality Roster 

Convenor 

Barry Henzell  

(Ph: 3256 0070, 0407 233 360) 

 

Convenor 

Pam Cole  

(Ph: 3630 2508) 

June 2018 
  

Robin McLEOD 

(ph. 38526374, 0408 701 665)  

Glen MCDONALD  (ph. 0409 068 880) 
  
Elizabeth- Anne PETERS  (ph.3262 5657, 0412 082 452) 
 
Sonja COMERFORD:  (ph. 3257 4810) 

July 2018 

 

   

   

Bette-Anne SWANSON  (ph.3266 2615, 0409 874 406) 
 
Trish HICKEY  (ph. 3262 3936) 
                
Lee HORNER  (ph. 3254 0237,  0488 404 205) 

August 2018    

   
Tricia ANDERSON  (ph. 3268 3624,  0419 025 295) 
 Norma McTAGGART  (ph. 3262 4446,  0414 624 446) 
 Heather MILLER  (ph. 0400 270 938) 

September 

2018 

Don JOBBINS (ph. 3862 2021, 
 0418 437 368)  

Anne GOOLEY  (Ph.  3868 2949,  

0475 981 003) 

Gaye WHITE  (ph. 0404 193 404) 
Lorrie MILES  (ph. 3262 4970) 
Margaret ELLISON  (ph.3868 1495, 0448 149 500) 
  

October 

2018 

   

  

Julia FRYAR:      (ph. 3262 6848,  0403 954 178) 
  
Ruth CLARK:   (ph. 3865 7110,   0408 747 669) 
  
Anne CLAY:  (ph. 3268 5513,   0438 177 720) 

November 

2018 

 

   

   

Carmel DINNEEN:  (ph. 3630 5489 
  
Phyllis OMMENSEN:  (ph. 3868 4017)  0438 762 521) 
 
Sonja COMERFORD:  (ph. 3257 4810  

December 

2018 
   

   

Glen MCDONALD:  (ph.0409 868 880) 
  
 Margaret ELLISON (ph. 3868 4017, 0438 761 521                   
  
 ROBIN McLEOD:  (ph.  3852 6374,  0408 701 665) 
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On Sunday 17 June Hamilton Probus mem-

bers will meet to experience an afternoon of 

theatre and conviviality at Portside 

At Dendy Portside we will see the Met. 

Opera film ”Luisa Miller” and experience the 

brilliance of Guiseppi Verdi, one of the 

world’s great opera composers. 

Written in 1849, it is one of his earlier or 

“transitional works”, widely acclaimed but 

rarely performed. This Verdi masterpiece 

features Placido Domingo, James Levine and 

Sonya Yoncheva in this heart wrenching 

tragedy of fatherly love. 

 Tickets $26, Dendy Club Members $24 pay 

at theatre on arrival for 1 pm start and  

for free, all day (underground parking) for this occasion, REMEMBER TO VALIDATE YOUR THEATRE 

ENTRY TICKET. 

Afterwards we meet at the Belvedere Bar & Grill to enjoy a plate of finger food  $10 per head with drinks 

extra 

PLEASE NOTE…………………. 

Our general meeting at Merriwee Court on Tuesday 5 June is the only time to formally register your  

Intention to attend this function 

 Although payment is not required until the day of the event, it is essential that you register at our 

OUTINGS TABLE at this month’s general meeting so that both Dendy Theatre & Belvedere Bar & Grill   

can determine their requirements in advance.  

Luisa Miller 

This photo shows Krassimira Stoyanova and Ramon Vargas 

 as the troubled lovers Luisa and Rodolfo 

 in Verdi's Luisa Miller at the Bavarian State Opera. 
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Hamilton  Probus Club Activities 

Hamilton Club -  Speakers 2018 

Month Guest Speaker 

June 
A/Inspector Ewen Taylor, DNA Management Unit, Forensic Support Group, 
Queensland Police Operations Support Command  

July PAQ choir  expect 18 choristers 

August 
Regional Commander, Regional Command, Strategic Border Command Op-
erations Group, Australian Border Force  

September Bruce Kynaston (Club Member) Subject: Craft and Art  

November Denis Wayper - subject  to be confirmed 

 Ten Minute Speakers 

June Jack Larkin 

July Douglas Fussell 

August John Comerford 

September Julia Fryar 

 

04 June Monday    For those attending the Quiz at Kedron Wavell could you 
please be there by 9.45am please. It is in the building on 
the right facing Hamilton Road. 
  

17 June Sunday Film of Met. opera "Luisa Miller" (Verdi) at Dendy Portside. 
(Tickets $26, Dendy Members $24). Afterwards a special offer 
from the Belvedere Bar & Grill of finger food at $10 per head 
(drinks extra) 

22 June Friday The Pizza in the Park is on Friday 22nd June at Kalinga 
Park. You need to bring a chair and any drinks you may 
need. All else provided.  Starts at 12md. any dietary re-
quirements please let me know at next meeting. Cost 
$15. 

 
  

13 July   Friday Queensland Garden Expo trip to Nambour. Ascot Probus mem-
bers also invited 
  

17 August Friday Breakfast TBA 

27 August Monday PAQ arranged Lawn Bowls @ Pine Rivers 

30 August Thurs-
day  

Berghofer Institute visit followed by a Bistro lunch at Vic.  Park 
Golf Club 

17 Sept.    Monday    PAQ arranged Golf at Nudgee Golf Club 

20 Sept.    Thursday  Ormiston House & Museum visit. Lunch at Cleveland Light-
house.    Approx. $80. 

07 October Sunday Film of Shakespeare play "Merry Wives of Windsor" at Dendy 
Portside & finger food to follow - similar to the function we 
enjoyed at the Belvedere Bar & Grill on Sunday 17 June 
  

26 October Friday High Tea at Parliament House. 

December Christ-
mas Dinner 

Royal Queensland Golf Club Christmas lunch for 2018 


