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 Hamilton Probus Club Inc.  56018 
   Accredited 14 December 1990   

N e w s l e t t e r  The Times 
President Mrs Leith Fussell Ph. 3630 4900 

Secretary Mrs Margot Kirby Ph. 3262 6693   email: ham.probus.sec@gmail.com 

PO Box 2308, Ascot 4007   Next meeting 9:15am Tuesday 6th March 2018 at Merriwee Court, Oxford Street Hamilton 

Meeting Apologies 
Contact Margot Kirby  
Last minute apologies 
may be made from the 
meeting floor. 
 
Birthdays March 

Graham Clay  [24] 

Elaine Jobbins  [24] 

Bette-Anne Swanson  

[24] 

Carmel Dinneen  [25] 

George McKennariey  

[25] 

Brian Loel  [27] 

Margaret Campbell  

[30] 

 

 
2 0 1 7  C o m m i t t e e  
 
President: 
Leith Fussell 
 
Secretary: 
Margot Kirby 
 
Treasurer:  
David McEvoy 
 
Senior Vice President: 
David McEvoy 
 
Immediate Past Presi-
dent: 
Douglas Fussell 
 
Outings Committee: 
Leon Pappi 
 
Speaker Program: 
Colin Miller 
 
Membership Officer: 
Barry Henzell 
 
Newsletter: 
Barry Henzell 
 
Records Officer 
John Wright 
 
Committee: 
John Ladbrook 
Jack Larkin 
 
Auditor: 
Peter Nichols 
 
Almoner 
Margot Kirby 

 President’s  Report 

Edition 187 March 2018 

Dates to remember 

Twenty-five of us  braved the elements last Friday to enjoy 
our annual 
Ti Trees picnic. Thanks to Robin for her careful planning. 
 
I would also like to thank the team planning the first stage of 
our website who have been working away at it and late-
ly  meeting on a weekly basis. 
 
This will be my last contribution to The Times as President. I 

have enjoyed being in this role and in particular to heading up such a  vibrant 
and happy Club. Thank you all for your support. All best wishes to David who 
will, I am sure, run the ship in his usual competent fashion. 

Tuesday 6th March  Regular meeting Merriwee Court 

Tuesday 13th March  Men’s Coffee at El & Dora 

Tuesday 27th March  Ladies Coffee at El & Dora 

Thursday 29th March  Beenleigh Distillery Tour 

Wednesday 18th April  Dinner at El & Dora 

Friday 20th April   Ecumenical Service 10am Uniting Church West 
     Chermside 

May Date TBA   Brisbane City Hall Museum tour 

Monday 4th June   Trivia Quiz Kedron Wavell Services Club 10am 

 

Vale John Waller 

John Waller, on the 4th February, ventured beyond our horizons after a long life in 
the medical world.  He was a Probus member for a relatively short time before 
moving onto the inactive list.  He will be sadly missed by his family and friends. 
  
“Like a bird singing in the rain, let grateful memories survive in time of sor-
row”.   Robert Louis Stevenson 
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Membership Report 

 

 

 

 

 

We were pleased to welcome Anne Gooley and David Schwede to our ranks. I am 

certain that they will be great members and will contribute to the activities of the 

club. 

Laurie Richards was to be inducted but had to defer due to family reasons. Laurie 

will be inducted at the first opportunity. 

Barry Henzell 

Men’s Coffee 

The conversation at the Men’s coffee mornings is stimulating.  The 

usual topics such as current affairs elicit viewpoints from all direc-

tions.  It is thought provoking to hear what our companions are con-

tributing. 

More interesting yet is getting to know our fellow coffee drinkers 

more.  It is a thoroughly enjoyable morning.   If you are available to attend, the next 

meeting is 10am on Tuesday 13th March at El & Dora.  See you there!     Barry Henzell 

Ladies Coffee 
Please join us at our ladies coffee group. 

No bookings, just turn up. Coffee & Dora’s scones. 

We meet at 10am on the fourth Tuesday each month. 

    Helen Henzell 

Next meeting is Tuesday 27th March at  10am 

El & Dora Restaurant 

31 Alexandra Road Ascot (Opposite Oriel Park) 
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 Secretary’s Report 

The first meeting of the year was a great start. It was wonderful to see everyone. 
AGM next and a whole new Probus year starts.  The 2018 Committee team will be, 
again, a good group.   The Picnic at Ti Trees was such an easy, pleasant couple of 
hours.  Everyone should try to come along next year and if you have something tasty 
to share, put it in a brown paper so Barry can taste test!  
 
Bette- Anne is taking bookings and payments  for the Beenleigh Rum Distillery (23 
April) at the April meeting.     Closed in shoes are essential and ‘walkers’ cannot fit 
along the passage ways, (I hope I fit!!!)  and no, we aren’t allowed to test the 
rum  barrels!! 
Do listen to this:  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8XC3Hc-rAkk    Dean Martin & 
Foster Brooks - The Bar/Airline Pilot 
Margot 

The AMA has weighed in on Scott Morrison’s proposed changes to Australia’s health ser-
vices 
 

The Allergists voted to scratch them, but the 
Dermatologists advised not to make any rash moves. 
The Gastroenterologists had a sort of a gut feeling about it, but the 
Neurologists thought he had a lot of nerve. 
The Obstetricians felt he was labouring under a misconception. 
Ophthalmologists considered the ideas short-sighted. 
Pathologists yelled, "Over my dead body!" while the 
Paediatricians said, "Oh, Grow up!" 
The Psychiatrists thought the ideas were madness, while the 
Radiologists could see right through them. 
The Surgeons were fed up with the cuts and decided to wash their hands of the 
whole thing. 
The ENT specialists didn't swallow it, and just wouldn’t hear of it. 
The Pharmacists thought it was a bitter pill to swallow, and the Plastic Surgeons 
said, "This puts a whole new face on the matter...." 
The Podiatrists thought it was a step forward, but the 
Urologists were pissed off at the whole idea. 
The Anaesthetists thought the ideas were a gas, but the 
Cardiologists didn't have the heart to say no. 
In the end, the Proctologists won out, leaving the entire decision up to the arse-
holes in parliament! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8XC3Hc-rAkk
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Ti Trees Picnic 

 
In spite of the threat of rain, 25 members and friends had a very happy lunch at Ti Trees. 

Thank you Robin for once again organising the lunch. 
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  Bob works for The Office of Fair Trading. Prior 

to that he was with Centrelink and The Com-

monwealth Bank. 

Bob talked about staying safe on the Internet. 

There are so many traps with people trying to 

steal our money or identity. 

If a scammer can access your personal details they 

can use that information to: 

• Access your bank account 

• Take out loans and credit cards in your name 

• Remortgage your house 

• Never send your personal details or bank details via email or text. 

Only give information on secure websites owned by organisations you know and 

trust. 

A secure website address will begin with “https://”  not “http://” The “s” in the 

https shows that it is a secure site. There is often a closed padlock displayed . 

For information about scams visit:  www.scamwatch.gov.au  

Guest Speaker— Bob Walker 

Book recommendation 

My Book of the Year 2017 is a little eclectic. It may not appeal to many but it is an 
outstanding work of scholarship by the renowned historian and author, Simon Se-
bag Montefiore, “Jerusalem”. Here is a summary. 
  
JERUSALEM  BY Simon Sebag Montefiore relates a history of civilisation and the de-
velopment of the major religions of the Western world and the Middle East by re-
counting the establishment of Jerusalem and the endless conquests and recon-
quests of this amazing city over the past 3000 years. It fascinates the reader 
through tales of the rulers and inhabitants of Jerusalem, and an authoritative de-
scription of the repeated destruction and rebuilding of the city based on detailed 
archaeological exploration. 

Recommended by David McEvoy 

The Rúin by Dervla McTiernan.  A terrific crime novel set in Ireland, which is an en-
grossing and gripping procedural drama perfect for fans of Jane Harper and Tana 
French. 
 
Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate.  The Goodreads Choice Award winner for 
Best Historical Fiction has  30 novels under her belt.   Her first win in the Goodreads 
Choice Awards. 
 
Recommended by Margot Kirby 

https://readings.us3.list-manage.com/track/click?u=836e2499bbea43945a6c68927&id=47651e75fb&e=a3737ac5e5
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/32148570-before-we-were-yours?from_choice=true
https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/178832.Lisa_Wingate
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Hamilton  Probus Club Outings 

Club of Hamilton Speakers 2018 

Month Guest Speaker 

March 

Professor John Pearn  AO RFD 
Subject:  Envenomation. (systemic poisoning from a bite.) 

Currently Acting Director Clinical and Biomedical Research Lady Cilento Chil-
dren’s Hospital. 
                     Surgeon General for ADF 1998-2000 
                      Research in the Arctic to aftermath 2 tsunamis 

                      War in Vietnam to genocide in Rwanda 
                      Has had an adventurous  and sporting life 

April Ross Nicholls  Brisbane Marine Pilots 

May Tony Auden—Chanel 7 weather presenter and BOM meteorologist 

June To be advised 

July PAQ choir  expect 18 choristers 

 Ten Minute Speakers 

March Dudley Dick 

April John Herron 

May John Wright 

July Douglas Fussell 

 

All speakers are requested to contact John Ladbrook should they 
require equipment to aid their speech. Please don't wait until the 
last minute, a week's notice would be appreciated. 

Month Details 

March 

Thursday 29th 

Departing 

8.30am 

Information & Details re Trip to Beenleigh Distillery/Kingston Butter 
Factory   

Cost..  $65 this includes Morning Tea, Lunch at Beenleigh RSL and vis-
its to both Beenleigh Distillery and Kingston Butter Factory.    

Safety Requirements We have been notified that due to some stairs 
and areas of limited space, walkers are not permitted. Also closed in 
shoes must be worn.  

Hope you are looking forward to the tour to hear “tall stories of col-
ourful characters and a heritage of as rich and distinctive as Beenleigh 
rum itself.”  

I will be at our Meeting March 6th to take Names and Monies for this 
interesting Day Out.  

Cheers Bette-Anne. 

April 

Wednesday 

18th 

Our annual dinner is  to be held at El and Dora Restaurant, As-
cot. We have negotiated a three course mild curry menu 
for $35 per head. Drinks are BYO, with no corkage or drinks can 
be ordered from the bar, as the restaurant charges. Tea and cof-
fee can also be purchased from the bar. More to follow at our 
upcoming meeting. Douglas Fussell 
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CSR Sugar Refinery, New Farm 

The CSR Sugar Refinery was built in Lamington Street, New Farm, between 1892 and 

1893 by the Colonial Sugar Refinery Company (now CSR Limited) which had been 

founded in  

 

 

Sydney in 1855. Following the successful trial of growing sugar cane by Captain Louis 

Hope in the Ormiston area in southern Queensland in the 1860’s, plantations were 

developed in the Cleveland, Beenleigh and Caboolture districts.   

By the 1870’s new areas in the Maryborough, Bundaberg and Mackay districts be-

came sugar cane growing areas.  By the 1880’s sugar cane was being grown in the 

Burdekin and Herbert Rivers areas and in the Cairns district, and in the Mosman dis-

trict north of Cairns. Large crushing mills were established through the cane growing 

areas, with extensive narrow-gauge cane tramways to transport the cut cane to the 

mills.  

From 1860 to 1880 Pacific Islanders were brought into Queensland and employed as 

labourers on the sugar plantations.  Most of these Islanders were repatriated back 

to their homelands by 1900. CSR’s Brisbane Refinery was the fourth in a chain of re-

fineries established by the Company in Australian capital cities in the late 19th centu-

ry: Sydney 1878, Melbourne 1875, Adelaide 1891. Perth came in 1930. The Brisbane 

site was chosen to enable shipping to be used for the transport of sugar initially, and 

later, after the extension of the Bulimba Branch railway, which was constructed in 

1897, rail transport was used.  

This line serviced the CSR Refinery, the New Farm Powerhouse, the Gas works and 

the wool stores. In 1989 the Hamilton Branch Railway was closed.  The Refinery 

ceased operations in 1998, and the site was sold to Mirvac in 2000 

The Refinery underwent extensive modification and was converted to luxury loft-

style apartments, in a project known as the £250 million Cutters Landing Residential 

Precinct.  

Please note, this 
newsletter is deigned 
for on screen reading 
with an electronic 
device. Distribution is 
via E-Mail. 
 
We have very small 
number of older mem-
bers who do not have 
email access. For 
these folk an abridged 
black and white paper 
version is printed. 
 
Hamilton Probus 
thanks the BCC Hamil-
ton Ward Office for 
providing the paper 
and printing for these. 
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Please note, if you are unable to attend on your rostered day, please arrange a swap with another member from the respective list. 

 

Hamilton Probus Club—General Meetings Annual Roster 

 

Door Roster Hospitality Roster 

Convenor 

Barry Henzell (Ph, 3256 0070, 0407 233 360) 

 

Convenor 

Pam Cole (Ph, 3630 2508) 

March 2018 

 

   

   

Julia FRYAR   (ph. 3262 6848 ,  0403 954 178) 
  
Annette HALLET  (ph. 3268 3137,  0403 319 645) 
  
Barbara MAIN  (ph.3862 2512) 
  

April 2018 

 

   

Helen HENZELL (ph. 0409 748 336) 

Gaye WHITE  (ph.  0404 193 404 ) 
  
Heather MILLER  (ph. 0400 270 938) 
  
Robin McLEOD  (ph.3852 6374,  0408 701 665) 
  

May 2018 
   

) 

Phyllis OMMENSEN  (ph. 3868 4017,  0438 762 521) 
        
Lorrie MILES (ph.  3262 4970) 
                   
Carmel DINNEEN  (ph. 3630 5489) 

June 2018 
  

Robin McLEOD 

(ph. 38526374, 0408 701 665)  

Glen MCDONALD  (ph. 0409 068 880) 
  
Elizabeth- Anne PETERS  (ph.3262 5657, 0412 082 452) 
 
Sonja COMERFORD:  (ph. 3257 4810  

July 2018 

 

   

   

Bette-Anne SWANSON  (ph.3266 2615, 0409 874 406) 
 
Trish HICKEY  (ph. 3262 3936) 
                
Lee HORNER  (ph. 3254 0237,  0488 404 205) 

August 2018    

   
Tricia ANDERSON  (ph. 3268 3624,  0419 025 295) 
 Norma McTAGGART  (ph. 3262 4446,  0414 624 446) 
 Heather MILLER  (ph. 0400 270 938) 

September 

2018 

Don JOBBINS (ph. 3862 2021, 
 0418 437 368)  

Anne GOOLEY  (Ph.  3868 2949,  

0475 981 003) 

Gaye WHITE  (ph. 0404 193 404) 
Lorrie MILES  (ph. 3262 4970) 
Margaret ELLISON  (ph.3868 1495, 0448 149 500) 
  

October 

2018 

   

  

Julia FRYAR:      (ph. 3262 6848,  0403 954 178) 
  
Ruth CLARK:   (ph. 3865 7110,   0408 747 669) 
  
Anne Clay:  (ph. 3268 5513,   0438 177 720) 

November 

2018 

 

   

   

Carmel DINNEEN:  (ph. 3630 5489 
  
Phyllis OMMENSEN:  (ph. 3868 4017)  0438 762 521) 
 
Sonja COMERFORD:  (ph. 3257 4810  

December 

2018 
   

   

Glen MCDONALD:  (ph.0409 868 880) 
  
 Margaret ELLISON (ph. 3868 4017, 0438 761 521                   
  
 ROBIN McLEOD:  (ph.  3852 6374,  0408 701 665) 


