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 Hamilton Probus Club Inc.  56018 
   Accredited 14 December 1990   

N e w s l e t t e r  The Times 
President Dr David McEvoy Ph. 3630 4900 

Secretary Mrs Margot Kirby Ph. 3262 6693   email: ham.probus.sec@gmail.com 

PO Box 2308, Ascot 4007   Next meeting 9:15am Tuesday 3rd April 2018 at Merriwee Court, Oxford Street Hamilton 

Meeting Apologies 
Contact Margot Kirby  
Last minute apologies 
may be made from the 
meeting floor. 
 
Birthdays April 

Elva Emmerson  [02] 

Neil Peters  [08] 

Shirley Wright  [09] 

Brian Springthorpe  

[10] 

Barbara Main  [11] 

Nicki Duveck-Smith  

[12] 

Ann Clay  [21] 

John Ladbrook  [25] 

John Wright  [25] 

 

Bruce Kynaston  [27] 

Barry Henzell  [30] 

 
2 0 1 8  C o m m i t t e e  
 
President: 
David McEvoy 
 
Secretary: 
Margot Kirby 
 
Treasurer:  
Jack Larkin 
 
Senior Vice President: 
Margot Kirby 
 
Immediate Past Presi-
dent: 
Leafy Fussell 
 
Outings Committee: 
Leon Papi 
 
Speaker Program: 
Colin Miller 
 
Membership Officer: 
Barry Henzell 
 
Newsletter: 
Barry Henzell 
 
Records Officer 
John Wright 
 
Committee: 
John Ladbrook 
Jack Larkin 
Anne Gooley 
 
Auditor: 
Peter Nichols 
 
Almoner 
Leafy Fussell 

 President’s  Induction 

Edition 188 April 2018 

Dates to remember 

Membership Report 

Leafy Fussell inducted David and we welcome Da-

vid McEvoy as our President for the next twelve 

months. 

David brings a wealth of experience from his 

years as treasurer, as well as from his professional 

life. 

Editor 

Tuesday 3rd April  Regular meeting Merriwee Court 

Tuesday 10th April  Men’s Coffee at El & Dora 

Wednesday 18th April  Dinner at El & Dora 

Friday 20th April   Ecumenical Service 10am Uniting Church West 
     Chermside 

Tuesday 24th April  Ladies Coffee at El & Dora 

Thursday  17th May  Brisbane City Hall Museum visit and lunch 

Active membership now stands at 78. We will now be able to induct a number 

of new members over the next months, now that our membership ceiling has 

been increased to 86. Many have been waiting some months. 

Average age of Active members is 82. 
  
The mean date of birth for active members is 24 July 1935 !! The members 
might be interested in this useless information. They will then know which side 
of the line they are on.  Barry Henzell 

Annual fees of $25 per head are due and payable at the April 

meeting. 
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Membership Report 

At last we welcome Laurie Richards to our club. 

I an sure that Laurie will be a great asset to the club and bring a 
wealth of experience. 

 

 

Men’s Coffee 

The conversation at the Men’s coffee mornings is stimulating.  The usual topics such 

as current affairs elicit viewpoints from all directions.  It is thought provoking to hear 

what our companions are contributing. 

More interesting yet is getting to know our fellow coffee drinkers more.  It is a thor-

oughly enjoyable morning.   If you are available to attend, the next meeting is 10am 

on Tuesday 10th April at El & Dora.  See you there!     Barry Henzell 

Ladies Coffee 

Please join us at our ladies coffee group. 

No bookings, just turn up. Coffee & Dora’s scones. 

We meet at 10am on the fourth Tuesday each month. 

    Helen Henzell 

Next meeting is Tuesday 24th April at  10am 

El & Dora Restaurant 

31 Alexandra Road Ascot (Opposite Oriel Park) 

Ladies coffee morning 27th March at El & Dora 
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 Hamilton Probus Club Website Development  

Update 
The final development stage of the Club’s website is coming to fruition.   
It is important for us to recognise that this has been made possible by a grant appli-
cation to the Brisbane City Council which was subsequently approved for this pur-
pose. This grant enables the Club to build and maintain the website for a period of 
three years without significant additional outlay of the Club’s funds. 
The subcommittee responsible for the creation of the Hamilton Probus Club website 
commenced in January this year. With numerous meetings and consultations the 
process to date has been comprehensive, comprising preparation of a brief outlining 
the purpose of the website, review of similar Probus and other social club websites, 
discussions with prospective website builders, producing proposed text and photo-
graphic content, obtaining quotes to build the site, final selection of the web builder 
 
and now the build. 
The website is being designed with our current membership in mind with design cri-
teria being for ease of navigation and clear visible content for our Club’s demograph-
ic. The website will not replace any existing source of information, methods of com-
munication or workings of the Club. The Times Newsletter will continue to be sent 
out in its current form but will also be available for viewing on the website with ar-
chived editions. Information on activities will continue to be provided at Club general 
meetings and there will be no changes to the current manner of making activity 
bookings and payments. Again information on these will be available on the website 
together with photographs of past activities as available. 
 
The further purpose of the website is to provide an electronic source of information 
to future prospective members who may be interested in making application to join 
the club through the normal existing process. It is considered that the website will 
enhance the potential for attracting younger prospective members who will tend to 
be more technologically savvy. 
 
The website is on schedule for completion in April this year. 
 
At the May general meeting there will be a short 10 minute presentation with an ac-
tive visual demonstration of navigation through your Club website. 
 
John Wright 
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Professor John Pearn Senior Pediatrician Lady Cilento 

Children’s Hospital. John delivered a very interesting and 

informative talk about our local dangerous spiders and 

snakes. 

Envenomation Facts 

The most frequent calls to our Poisons Information Centre relate to the ingestion of 

plants, especially children eating house plants. 

Children do not die in Australia from the accidental ingestion of poisons—due 

to the bubble-packaging of tablets and child-proof bottles; and world best-

practice medical care. 

The most frequent calls relating to biting or stinging creatures relate to spi-

ders. 

In the case of spider bites: (a) It is rare to see the offending spiders it is very 

rare to identify the spider; and (c) following a spider bite, it is rare to mani-

fest specific symptoms of envenomation. Exceptions are bites of the Fun-

nel-web Spider and those of the Red-back Spider. 

Tick bites cause many hundreds of deaths of mammalian pets in Australia 

every year. 

Tick-bite paralysis affects several Australian children every year; and almost al-

ways involves toddlers in whom the attached tick is missed for several days. 

Bee stings cause more deaths annually in Australia than do sharks. Ana-

phylaxis following tick bite or bee stings is potentially fatal. A history 

of prior crescendo symptoms following previous attacks, must be tak-

en seriously; and usually requires the person to have access to an 

"EpiPen" or similar adrenaline self-injector. 

Snake bites almost always occur when a person is handling or provok-

ing a snake. Many hundreds of snakebites occur annually in Aus-

tralia with an average of two to four deaths each year, usually due 

to Brown Snake envenomation. 

Learn First Aid from an approved organization, such as St John Ambulance 

Australia, Royal Life Saving Society Australia, State Ambulance. 

Guest Speaker— John Pearn 
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Hamilton  Probus Club Outings 

Club of Hamilton Speakers 2018 

Month Guest Speaker 

April Ross Nicholls  Brisbane Marine Pilots 

May Tony Auden—Chanel 7 weather presenter and BOM meteorologist 

June To be advised 

July PAQ choir  expect 18 choristers 

 Ten Minute Speakers 

April John Herron 

May John Wright 

July Douglas Fussell 

 

All speakers are requested to contact John Ladbrook should they 
require equipment to aid their speech. Please don't wait until the 
last minute, a week's notice would be appreciated. 

Month Details 

April 

Wednesday 

18th 

Our annual dinner is  to be held at El and Dora Restaurant, As-
cot. We have negotiated a three course mild curry menu 
for $35 per head. Drinks are BYO, with no corkage or drinks can 
be ordered from the bar, as the restaurant charges. Tea and 
coffee can also be purchased from the bar. More to follow at 
our upcoming meeting. Douglas Fussell 

May  

Thursday 17th 

Brisbane City Hall Museum trip…… and lunch afterwards.  

Organiser Robin Edwards will enlarge on this admission free 

trip, for the first time at our meeting. 

June “ Pizza in the Park” at Kalinga  

July 

Friday 13th 

Queensland Gardens Expo at Nambour 

Organiser Nicki Duveck-Smith is already fielding enquires for 

what is expected to be a heavily booked trip. Nicki will talk to us 

several times before the event in July 

Tony Rigby has asked me to publicise the following - (remember he came last year as our 

Guest Speaker to talk about Toc H)  It's another fantastic Concert on the 22nd April. 

Thanks, Trisha   The link to buy tickets is: https://www.trybooking.com/UHYO 
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Brain Exercise  - Use it or lose it 

NAMBOUR GARDEN EXPO 

 
Just a quick note to let you all know that on Friday 13th July 2018 we will be heading off to The Garden 
Expo at Nambour. We will have morning tea en route, then on arrival our driver will drop us off to 
browse, buy, look and admire all the gorgeous flora on offer. 
 
There are places to leave your purchases for collection later. In between browsing you can partake of 
coffee in many different areas and later select a special spot to enjoy lunch with friends. 
 
Our driver will collect us and our goodies around 2.30pm for the trip home. 
 
Cost for coach, morning tea and expo entry is $45 (TBC). 
 
So please tell me at the next meeting if you are interested. I know I am. I’ve been hearing about it for 
years. 
 
Nikki 

 

Do you have a PC or Laptop that you don't need any more - give it to a good cause? 
The Rotary club of Nundah will accept donated computers i.e. PC's or Laptops, refurbish them and distrib-
ute them, for a small fee, to the needy.  The organization, "computers4learning" is in the Earnshaw State 
College, Banyo.  On receipt, all donated computers are stripped using military accepted software.  This reas-
sures the donors that their data cannot be assessed by the unlawful.  NB Some organizations charge to strip 
a Hard Drive.  
Www.computers 
 
 All information is on their web site www.computers4learning.org.au or you can call the manager Chris 

Johnston, Ph 0414 792 251.  Ring me if you would like to talk about this.  I have already donated three com-

puters to this good cause.   John Ladbrook 

http://www.computers4learning.org.au/


 

7 

 

                                        

The first stage of the New Farm Powerhouse was constructed in 1927-28  as part of 

the growing need for electricity for an expanding tramway network.  The Power Sta-

tion began operations in 1928, it was decommission in 1971, and then renovated, 

and was reopened  as a modern entertainment hub in 2000.  It had been the first 

Council operated power station built in Brisbane. 

It had its own railway: it was at the end of the former Bulimba Branch Railway, 

which brought coal trains to supply coal to both the nearby CSR Refinery and the 

New Farm Power  

It supplied power to the entire tramway network, as well as to several suburbs, in-

cluding Yeerongpilly, Toowong and Ithaca, and others as Brisbane grew. In 1963 the 

Brisbane City Council sold the powerhouse to the Southern Electrical Authority.  

After the abandonment of the Tramway network in Brisbane, the power house 

quickly became derelict, and was used by homeless people for shelter, and by street 

kids for parties.  

A major refurbishment was undertaken in 2006.  With the support of the Brisbane 

City Council and the Council’s investment of $3.5 Million, the old building was con-

verted into a multi purpose centre for the Arts. It has a 536 seat  Powerhouse Thea-

tre, a 200 seat Visy Theatre, and has restaurants and bars.  The whole project is a 

great example of how a  derelict power station can be satisfactorily  recycled. Please note, this 
newsletter is deigned 
for on screen reading 
with an electronic 
device. Distribution is 
via E-Mail. 
 
We have very small 
number of older mem-
bers who do not have 
email access. For 
these folk an abridged 
black and white paper 
version is printed. 
 
Hamilton Probus 
thanks the BCC Hamil-
ton Ward Office for 
providing the paper 
and printing for these. 

 

The New Farm Powerhouse 
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Please note, if you are unable to attend on your rostered day, please arrange a swap with another member from the respective list. 

 

Hamilton Probus Club—General Meetings Annual Roster 

 

Door Roster Hospitality Roster 

Convenor 

Barry Henzell (Ph, 3256 0070, 0407 233 360) 

Convenor 

Pam Cole (Ph, 3630 2508) 

April 2018 

 

   

Helen HENZELL (ph. 0409 748 336) 

Gaye WHITE  (ph.  0404 193 404 ) 
  
Heather MILLER  (ph. 0400 270 938) 
  
Robin McLEOD  (ph.3852 6374,  0408 701 665) 
  

May 2018 
   

) 

Phyllis OMMENSEN  (ph. 3868 4017,  0438 762 521) 
        
Lorrie MILES (ph.  3262 4970) 
                   
Carmel DINNEEN  (ph. 3630 5489) 

June 2018 
  

Robin McLEOD 

(ph. 38526374, 0408 701 665)  

Glen MCDONALD  (ph. 0409 068 880) 
  
Elizabeth- Anne PETERS  (ph.3262 5657, 0412 082 452) 
 
Sonja COMERFORD:  (ph. 3257 4810  

July 2018 

 

   

   

Bette-Anne SWANSON  (ph.3266 2615, 0409 874 406) 
 
Trish HICKEY  (ph. 3262 3936) 
                
Lee HORNER  (ph. 3254 0237,  0488 404 205) 

August 2018    

   
Tricia ANDERSON  (ph. 3268 3624,  0419 025 295) 
 Norma McTAGGART  (ph. 3262 4446,  0414 624 446) 
 Heather MILLER  (ph. 0400 270 938) 

September 

2018 

Don JOBBINS (ph. 3862 2021, 
 0418 437 368)  

Anne GOOLEY  (Ph.  3868 2949,  

0475 981 003) 

Gaye WHITE  (ph. 0404 193 404) 
Lorrie MILES  (ph. 3262 4970) 
Margaret ELLISON  (ph.3868 1495, 0448 149 500) 
  

October 

2018 

   

  

Julia FRYAR:      (ph. 3262 6848,  0403 954 178) 
  
Ruth CLARK:   (ph. 3865 7110,   0408 747 669) 
  
Anne CLAY:  (ph. 3268 5513,   0438 177 720) 

November 

2018 

 

   

   

Carmel DINNEEN:  (ph. 3630 5489 
  
Phyllis OMMENSEN:  (ph. 3868 4017)  0438 762 521) 
 
Sonja COMERFORD:  (ph. 3257 4810  

December 

2018 
   

   

Glen MCDONALD:  (ph.0409 868 880) 
  
 Margaret ELLISON (ph. 3868 4017, 0438 761 521                   
  
 ROBIN McLEOD:  (ph.  3852 6374,  0408 701 665) 

Answer to page 6 quiz   -  No. 3 


