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Next meeting 9:15am Tuesday 5th December 2017 at Merriwee Court, Oxford Street Hamil-

President’s Report

What a wonderful presentation by Denis Wayper last
meeting. It almost seemed as though Joan Sutherland
was right there with us in the Hall at Merriwee Court! As
the December General meeting will be Trish Anderson's
last hurrah as Speaker Co-ordinator | would like to thank
her for providing such a great group of speakers to in-
form and entertain us throughout the year. Many thanks
too to Colin Miller who will be finishing in December as
our able Activities Co-ordinator but hopefully will not be
lost to the Committee.

Thankyou Bette-Anne Swanson for organising the Citycat trip to lunch at the
Regatta last week. It was a happy relaxed day and brought back many memories
too. Thanks to the Henzell’s, both Coffee Groups continue to be popular. The
women meet on Tuesday 28th November at El and Dora for the last time this
year and the men will be re-convening next year.

At our house last week we celebrated the final 2017 Committee Meeting with
champagne and of course we will soon be having our last General Meeting for
the year. As always the year's final activity will be Christmas Lunch on Monday
11th December.

| wish all our members, active and inactive, all the joys of Christmas and a safe
and happy holiday period.

Leafy

Dates to- remember

5th December Regular meeting

11 December  Christmas Dinner at Royal Queensland Golf Club



Membership Report

Membership remains unchanged with a full compliment of 80 members.

Your membership officer ha not been idle, searching far and wide for prospective
new members. He was spotted recently at The Gasworks chatting two ladies who
could be suitable. They were devoting their time and energy collecting for the

Cancer Fund.

Men’s Coffee

- Our next meeting will be on 13th February at El &
\ﬂ; 3% | Dora at 10am. All members and prospective

e o
“- members welcome.

Thank you to all who have attended during the

year and we look forward to continuing the tradition in 2018.

Contact: Barry Henzell
Mobile: 0407 233 360

Ladies Coffee

Thank you to all who have attended the last coffee mornings
|| during the year. | think they have been a great success and |
\J look forward to continue the gatherings in 2018.

Next meeting is Tuesday 27th February at 10am
El & Dora Restaurant
31 Alexandra Road Ascot (Opposite Oriel Park)

Contact: Helen Henzell
Mobile: 0409 748 336
Email: hhenzellegmail.com



Guest Speaker— Dencs Wy per
Joan Sutherliand 7Talk

Denis has joined the interesting band of ex-workers
some four years ago. Having retired and found so
many things to do, he often says, and hears others
say it too - "I don't know how I had time to work!"

Formerly he worked as a project engineer in the
forest products industry in southeast Queens-
land for 17 years. After that he worked in the
Queensland state government for 25 years,
mostly in the Industry Department and the Co-
ordinator-General's office. His main role over
this time was as a project manager assisting
major projects through the state's environmen-
tal impact assessment process. So he has seen
many of the state's major private sector industrial development projects come to fruition
( and some that didn't ).

His major interest outside of work is music, mainly as a pianist and organist, which he has
been doing for six decades. He fulfils regular organ duties at Aspley Uniting Church, Bris-
bane and has been playing church service organ music for over 30 years. He has played a
number of major organs in Australia England and South Africa, including concerts in Bris-
bane City and suburban churches. On a recent trip to England he played the Organ at West-
minster Abbey, and other Cathedrals, churches and Schools in southern England. Other thrill-
ing experiences are to have played the organs in the Sydney Opera House and the Melbourne
Town Hall.

Denis and his wife Kaye have long been interested in Opera and have attended all of the seasons
of Opera Queensland, since the 1970s. So the topic of today's presentation on Joan Sutherland is
of great interest to him, and he hopes you enjoyed it.

Hamilton Probus Club—General Meetings Annual Roster

Convenor Barry Henzell Convenor Pat Cole
Phone: 0407 233 360 Phone: 3630 2508
December 2017 Lee Horner Robin McLeod (ph. 38526374 , 0408701665)
(ph. 32540237, 0488404205) Elizabeth-

Anne Peters (ph. 32625657, 0412082452)
Ann Clay (ph. 32685513)

Don Jobbins (Ph 3862 2021)



Regaita Hotel Lunch

On Monday November 20th, 24 of our Probus Members rode the City Cat Ferry along the
twists and turns of the Brisbane River to the Regatta Hotel----a very enjoyable ride.

We ordered lunch in the Cafe Area and everyone seemed happy with the food .l was!!

The Regatta has such history---remember when two women locked themselves on to the Bar
demanding the right to be served there if they wished. One of these ladies was Sigrid
Thornton's mother | believe.

Because of time restraints (i had a funeral to attend) | was not able to enjoy the ride back
down river---but | hope everyone went outside to feel the wind through their hair to get the
full experience---Cheers Bette-Anne.
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Please note, this newsletter is
deigned for on screen reading
with an electronic device.
Distribution is via E-Mail.

We have very small number of
older members who do not
have email access. For these
folk an abridged black and
white paper version is printed.

Hamilton Probus thanks the
BCC Hamilton Ward Office
Book suggestions for this

Clul- of Hamiltov Speakers

Month Guest Speaker

December |Noel Stallard—Poet (see page 6)

Ten Minute Speakers

December |No speaker this month

All speakers are requested to contact John Ladbrook should they
require equipment to aid their speech. Please don't wait until the
last minute, a week's notice would be appreciated.

Noel Stallard—December Guest Speaker

After 35 years of Teaching, Noel Stallard now
takes Australian Bush Poetry to the schools in
the city and country areas. He is a writer and
performer of Bush Poetry and he has a strong
belief that if we want to know “who we are and
where we are going” we also need to

know “who we were and where we came
from” — thus the importance of our Australian
Heritage Poetry.

Noel is in demand for writing and perfor-
mance workshops and festival and function

performances. He is a recognised Judge of
written and performance competitions.

His successes include Australian Performance Champion in 2003, Queensland
Champion in 2004,and many other performance awards including three Golden
Damper awards in Tamworth in consecutive years. In 2011, at the Australian
Bush Laureate Awards Noel was presented with the prestigious Judith Hosier
Golden Gumleaf Award for his outstanding contribution to Bush Poetry.

His latest book “Aussie Verse - Noel Stallard” won the 2012 Book of the Year at
the Australian Bush Laureate Awards

Homilton Probus Clul- Outings

Month Details

December 11th  Christmas Dinner at Royal Queensland Golf Club



The Comerford Files

AMITY, New Farm.

SR £ Amity is a single storeyed

: timber residence fronting the
Bulimba Reach of the Bris-
bane River at New Farm. The
M house was built between

K 1392 and 1900 for Thomas
Welsby (1858-1941), a promi-
= nent Brisbane businessman,
politician, historian and sportsman. He named it “Amity”, probably after John Ox-
ley’s ship of that name.

Welsby was born in Ipswich in November, 1858, educated in Scott’s School in Ips-
wich and the Ipswich Boys Grammar School. He worked for the Bank of NSW and
the Australian Joint Stock Bank in Brisbane, before leaving to practice s a public ac-
countant. He was instrumental in the formation of the Engineering Supply Compa-
ny of Australia in 1903, and was a Director of the Royal Bank of Queensland. He had
interests in Mining and Railways. He stood for the Queensland Legislative Assembly
several times, but unsuccessfully. He won North Brisbane in 1911, and held Mer-
thyr 1912-15. He operated a shipping partnership, and audited the Brisbane Munic-
ipal Council Accounts in 1903.

Amity is a single storeyed chamferboard residence, and has verandah on 3 sides of
the house. The front section of the house has a central hall with the north-east
main entry consisting of a panelled timber door with leadlight sidelight and fan-
light. The sidelights feature Thomas Welsby initials TW entwined, with the fanlight
featuring the name Amity. The building has vertically boarded walls, boarded ceil-
ings with ceiling roses, panelled timber doors with fanlights, and timber skirtings,
architraves and cornices. The grounds are terraced to the northeast leading to the
river. Two large palms are located in the north grounds, one at each end of the
property, with the northern palm surrounded by a large strangler fig.

Welsby was born in New Farm, and remained in the area all his life. The house was
sold in 1952 to the CSR Company, as a residence for the Sugar Refinery Manager.
On the northern side of the house was the then Brisbane naval base, HMAS
“Moreton”, long-since demolished. The house was eventually sold to the Common-
wealth Government for the use of the Base Commandant. Thomas WELSBY died at
New Farm on 3 rd. February, 1941, and was cremated. His wife had died in 1903,
and their only son died in early childhood. Their 2 daughters survived him.






Please note, if you are unable to attend on your rostered day, please arrange a swap with another member from the respective list.



