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 Hamilton Probus Club Inc.  56018 
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President Mrs Leith Fussell Ph. 3630 4900 
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Meeting Apologies 
Contact Margot Kirby  
Last minute apologies 
may be made from the 
meeting floor. 
 
Birthdays 
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Ruth Clark  [07 
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President’s  Report 

Edition 183 October2017  

 Tuesday 3 October   Club meeting Merriwee Court 

 Tuesday 10 October  Men's Coffee at El & Dora 

 Tuesday 24 October  Ladies Coffee at El & Dora 

  Wednesday 11 October   Tangalooma Whale watching 

 Monday 20 November  City Cat to Regatta Hotel for lunch 

Monday 11 December   Christmas Dinner at Royal     
    Queensland Golf  Club                   

 

Dates to remember 

Spring is in the air! It's hard to believe that the 2017-18 
Management Committee is now halfway through its term 
of office. I am thankful we are such a happy group. This 
not only helps to make everything run smoothly but also 
makes our meetings more enjoyable. 
 
Unfortunately at the last minute Douglas and I were not 
able to go on the Toowoomba trip. I hear it was a wonder-
ful day which Nicki has written about elsewhere in The 
Times. Many thanks to her for her organising skills and 
hard work to make it all happen. 
 

Margaret Ellison is not able to continue as morning tea  

co-ordinator. On Margaret's advice I approached Pam 
Cole who has willingly agreed to take on this responsibil-
ity. I thank her for that and thank Margaret for keeping us 
all fed and watered all through this year so competently 
and cheerfully. Margaret has already started the handover 

and has offered to be in the kitchen with Pam for a couple of meetings.  
 
Leafy 
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Membership Report 

Margot Kirby book recommendation 

 

 
 

Guest Speaker— Dale Arvidsson  

Curator - Brisbane Botanic Gardens Mt Coot-

that, City Botanic Gardens & Sherwood Arbo-

retum . 

I am passionate about the botanic gardens; 

their history and their role in conserving and 

researching flora due to our changing climate 

and human impact.  

 

Education of these messages to the broader 

community and making a difference through 

my work to our environment and how it is perceived by the community is my mission. Horti-

culture, biodiversity conservation, cultural heritage, natural resource management and engag-

ing the community are key areas of focus for my work.  

Brisbane Botanic Gardens were established by Brisbane City Council in 1970, and officially 

opened in 1976. The original botanic gardens, now known as the City Botanic Gardens are 

located in the Brisbane CBD at Gardens Point and were opened in 1855 on the site of the new 

colonies' first food gardens. 

 

Brisbane Botanic Gardens has a diverse collection of over 5000 taxa with an equally focus on 

both Australian Native and exotic flora suited to the subtropics. 

 

The Curator oversees 40 staff in operational, technical and visitor services fields Brisbane Bo-

tanic Gardens and the Living Collection and Master plan 2015 implementation plan at the City 

Botanic Gardens.  

We welcome John Wright to our club. 

John spoke of his life and work as an engineer in 

many places around the world with his wife Su-

san, and as a financial planner. 

John has kindly offered to look after the mem-

bership records previously  done by Ian Francis. 

The database is recorded in Microsoft Access 

and does require  a good understanding of com-

puter systems to maintain the records. Thank you John for undertaking this task. 

The membership stands at 80. 

Barry Henzell 
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Men’s Coffee 

 

Come and join us at El & Dora at 10am on 
Tuesday October 10th.  All members and 
prospective members welcome. 
 
Contact: Barry Henzell 

Mobile: 0407 233 360 

Ladies Coffee 

Please join us at our ladies coffee group. 

No bookings, just turn up. Coffee & eats. 

We meet at 10am on the fourth Tuesday each month 

Next meeting is Tuesday 24th October at  10am 

El & Dora Restaurant 

31 Alexandra Road Ascot (Opposite Oriel Park) 

 

Contact: Helen Henzell 

Mobile: 0409 748 336 

 

Please note, this news-
letter is deigned for on 
screen reading with an 
electronic device. Dis-
tribution is via E-Mail. 
 
We have very small 
number of older mem-
bers who do not have 
email access. For these 
folk an abridged black 
and white paper ver-
sion is printed. 
 
Hamilton Probus 
thanks the BCC Hamil-
ton Ward Office  
providing the paper 
and printing for these. 

Probus Club of Hamilton Speakers 

Month Guest Speaker 

October David Earley - “Flying at the Ends of the Earth” 

It  is his aviation journey, told through the stories about flying 

in remote areas and many countries including Vietnam. 

November Dennis Wayper will speak about Joan Sutherland  

 Ten Minute Speakers 

October John Comerford 

November David Duveck-Smith 

 All speakers are requested to contact John Ladbrook should 
they require equipment to aid their speech. Please don't wait 
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Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers 

We were 29 and all went well.  And so lucky to have the most beautiful day here and in Toowoomba.  Lucky too, to have Graham 

as our Driver once again. Stopped near Clivia Society for a yummy Morning Tea.  A representative of the Society gave us an Or-

ange Clivia plant to raffle on the coach.  Very thoughtful and apt. 

Such a contrast between the dry, bare hills and footpaths and the lush, nurtured gardens and parks.  What a sensational mass of 

colours and plants.  Not a sign of the soil beneath just flowering towers of snapdragons, Petunias, Azaleas, Primulas, Clivia -  in 

pale yellows, cream and orange , Poppies, Pansies ( even the "black ones in the Park at our last stop) Heartsease and Violas.  

The full array of the colours of each species amassed just so,  to highlight all its own shades and the nearby species spectrum too. 

The most glossiest of green bushes with one in particular looking as though it had been waxed. 

Lunch at Picnic Point with view over the Lockyer Valley very pleasant repast of Pork Belly followed by Apple Tart. 

We were on and off the coach 7 times to look at Award Winning Gardens - many of whom had won Awards in different Catego-

ries one even including Vegetables and Salad Fare.   All very interesting -  giving even the hopeless gardener -me- food for 

thought and possible ideas. 

Margaret Campbell won the Clivia Raffle and very thoughtfully re gifted it to me which was a thrill. 

Well, it was a busy day on and off - on and off, yet I found it strangely relaxing. 

 A Happy Day ! 

Photos by Trish Hickey 

Photos by Trish Hickey 
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Hamilton  Probus Club Outings 

Month Details 

Wednesday 

11th October 2017 

Organiser:  

Nikki Duveck-Smith 

Classic Whale Watching Cruise  

Hello there me Hearties ! Hope you are all gearing up and rarin' to go on our next ad-
venture . 
 
Wednesday. 11 October 2017.   At 10.00 am the boat leaves from 220 Holt Street, 
Pinkenba. Which is  a right turn along Kingsford Smith Drive just past French 
Street.  There is special Tangalooma  off street parking at $15.00 for the day - or -
  outside the gate and on the road  for nix.  Best idea either way is to carpool and/or 
take a short drive soon and do a recce. 
 
Launch takes just 75 minutes to Tangalooma where we hop off our launch near a 
coffee shop for about 1/2 hour.   We then board the Cruise Vessel that takes us out 
far enough to  view the passing Whales and to enjoy a light lunch.  We spend a few 
hours here just relaxing and enjoying the day and our Probus camaraderie .  Hopeful-
ly, we will see masses of these gentle creatures( I've never even seen one). 
 
We return to Tangalooma for a  wander,  an hour,  then at 4.00pm we board the 
Launch and return to Holt Street. 
 
I do hope as many as possibly can will come and enjoy the day  -  and at a much lower 
price than previously offered..  Now just $105.00 pp.  
Please ring me, 0403 467 131 (no landline)  .  You could pay at the October meeting 
but I have to give them final numbers just 3 days after that 

Monday 

20th November 2017 

Organiser:  

Bette-Anne 

CITY CAT TRIP TO REGATTA HOTEL FOR LUNCH 
 
Because of ongoing Construction and limited parking at Brett’s Wharf we will 

catch the City Cat from Northshore Hamilton. We will catch the 10.30am 
Cat and suggest you arrive there by10am so that you have plenty of time to 
park and walk to Terminal. 
 
 Bring your GO CARD or you can pay with cash on the Ferry. It takes about 
one hour 15mins to get to Regatta Terminal—(a fabulous Ferry Ride) we will 
arrive at Regatta at11.45. 
 
Lunch is booked for 12Midday and we have an inside table considering it 
should be very hot Mid-November and also Regatta want to keep their outside 
tables for Walk up diners. 
Lunch prices seem to range from $15—$22 and Pizzas are also available—I 
will have some copies of the menu printed for your perusal. 
 
No Monies needed up front---just pay your own way for what you would like to 
eat. 
 
John and I did a reconnaissance trip and it was really enjoyable—Hope you 
can make it --- 
 
Robyn Edwards will answer your queries whilst I am overseas---Return No-
vember 10th 
Cheers Bette-Anne. 

 

Monday  

11th December 2017 

Christmas Luncheon at RQGC.  Details closer to the date 
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Hamilton Probus Club—General Meetings Annual Roster 

October 

 2017 

   

  

   

   

   

November  

2017 

   

   

   

  

   

  

December 

2017 
   

Don Jobbins 

   

   

   

Door Roster Hospitality Roster 

Convener  

Barry Henzell Ph: 0407 233 360 

Convener  

Margaret Ellison ph: 38681495,  

0448 149 500 

 
 
 
GUEST SPEAKER: DENIS WAYPER, ‘A TRIBUTE TO JOAN SUTHERLAND’. HOW DID THIS DOWN-TO-
EARTH, MODEST GIRL FROM SYDNEY BECOME ONE OF THE MOST WELL-LOVED AND FAMOUS SING-
ERS OF OUR TIME?  
 
Notes on talk given to another group. 
 
Our Guest Speaker  Denis Wayper, who spoke about his main interest outside his work, which is mu-
sic. He held us spellbound for three quarters of an hour telling us about Operas in which our beloved 
singer, Dame Joan Sutherland had performed in the many famous Opera Houses of the World. He 
told us that Joan’s opening performance had been in the Tales of Hoffman performed in Sydney and 
how she had performed for the last time in the iconic Sydney Opera House. He told us how she and 
her husband, Richard Bonynge as conductor had worked together for many years. Denis played 
many excerpts from some of her many appearances in many famous World Opera Houses. For her 
finale performance she sang ‘Home Sweet Home’. A really awe inspiring talk which, judging from the 
applause at the end, our members had thoroughly enjoyed. 

Guest speaker for November 
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Definition of old age: When you bend down to tie your shoelaces, you look around to see if there is any-

thing else you should do while you are down there. 
 
W C Fields had an uncle who died in a vat of whisky, He died bravely though, he fought off seven men 

who were trying to save him. 
 
Never:  give a sucker an even break. 
 
Whilst travelling through Afghanistan, we lost our corkscrew. Had to live on food and water for several 

days. 
 
I was in love with a beautiful blonde once, dear. She drove me to drink. That's the one thing I'm so in-

debted to her for. 
 
I didn't squawk about the steak, dear. I merely said I didn't see that old horse that used to be tethered 

outside here. 
 
I never voted for anybody. I always voted against. 
 
Back in my rummy days, I would tremble and shake for hours upon arising. It was the only exercise I got. 
 
Don't say you can't give up drinking. It's easy. I've done it a thousand times. 
 
I'd rather have two girls at twenty-one each, than one girl at forty-two. 
 
Some contemptible scoundrel stole the cork from my lunch … 
 
If a thing is worth having, it's worth cheating for. 
 
And it ain't a fit night out for man nor beast. 
 
I cook with wine, and sometimes I even add it to the food. 
 
A rich man is nothing but a poor man with money. 
 
Always carry a flagon of wine in case of snake bite and furthermore always carry a small snake. 
 
If at first you don’t succeed try, and try again. Then quit. There is no point in being a damn fool about it. 
 
 
William Claude Dukenfield (January 29, 1880 – December 25, 1946), better known as W. C. Fields, was an American comedian, 

actor, juggler and writer. Fields' comic persona was a misanthropic and hard-drinking egotist, who remained a sympa-
thetic character despite his snarling contempt for dogs and children.  

The Wisdom of W C Fields 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juggler
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persona
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Misanthropy
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Egotist

