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 Hamilton Probus Club Inc.  56018 
   Accredited 14 December 1990   

N e w s l e t t e r  The Times 
President Mrs Leith Fussell Ph. 3630 4900 

Secretary Mrs Margot Kirby Ph. 3262 6693   email: ham.probus.sec@gmail.com 

PO Box 2308, Ascot 4007   Next meeting 9:15am Tuesday 1st August 2017 at Merriwee Court, Oxford Street Hamilton 

Meeting Apologies 
Contact Margot Kirby  
Last minute apologies 
may be made from the 
meeting floor. 
 
Birthdays August 

Norma McTaggart  
[01] 
Lorrie Miles  [03] 
Robin McLeod  [04] 
Shirley White  [09] 
John Comerford  [10] 
Margaret Ellison  
[11] 
Barry Aubrey  [14] 
Kenneth Drewe  [22] 
Margot Kirby  [22] 
Michael Powell  [29] 
Annette Hallett  [31] 
For the password protected 
pages,      

Username: 56018 
Password: d1Q5ub0+P  
Probus South Pacific Ltd. 
www.probussouthpacific.org  

2 0 1 7  C o m m i t t e e  
 
President: 
Leith Fussell 
 
Secretary: 
Margot Kirby 
 
Treasurer:  
David McEvoy 
 
Senior Vice President: 
David McEvoy 
 
Immediate Past Presi-
dent: 
Douglas Fussell 
 
Outings Committee: 
Colin Miller 
 
Speaker Program: 
Trisha Anderson 
 
Membership Officer: 
 
 
Newsletter: 
Barry Henzell 
 
Committee: 
John Ladbrook 
Jack Larkin 
 
Auditor: 
Peter Nichols 
 
Almoner 
Margot Kirby 

 

President’s  Report 

Edition 181 August 2017  

  8 August Men's Coffee Coffee at El & Dora 

 17 August Club breakfast— El & Dora 

 22 August Ladies Coffee at El & Dora 

28 August  PAQ Bowls at Northern Suburbs (arranged by PAQ) 

 15 September Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers 

18 September  Rotary Golf Day – Nudgee  (arranged by PAQ) 

 11 October  Whale watching 

 November City Cat to Regatta for lunch 

11 December  Christmas Dinner at Royal Queensland Golf Club                   

Dates to remember 

Sadly, two of our Inactive Members have died in recent 

weeks -Trevor Gibson and Eleanor Brown. Trevor had a long 

association with Hamilton Probus dating back to 2002. Our 

thoughts are with Jess and her family at this sad time and 

also with Eleanor's family. Eleanor also joined in 2002. A 

number of old friends from Hamilton Probus attended Tre-

vor's funeral at Albany Creek and Eleanor's funeral at St Au-

gustine's. 

Our guest speaker in July, Councillor David McLachlan, who represents Hamilton 

Ward in the BCC, gave an interesting PowerPoint presentation on recent 

achievements in Council Parks and Gardens. He also responded to many ques-

tions pertaining to the local area. 

The recent trip to the Maleny / Montville  area, organised by Mini Curtis was a 

happy day in beautiful surroundings. The lunch at Le Relais Bressan was deli-

cious and we enjoyed wandering through the townships. 

Our next activity on 17th August  at 8am is the annual breakfast to be held at El 

and Dora, Oriel Park. Please note the change of venue from The Tuckshop at 
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Men’s Coffee 

 

Come and join us at El & Dora at 10am on 
August 8th.  All members and prospective 
members welcome. 

Ladies Coffee 

Please join us at our ladies coffee group. 

No bookings, just turn up. Coffee & eats. 

We meet at 10am on the fourth Tuesday each month. 

    Helen 

Next meeting is Tuesday 22nd August at  10am 

El & Dora Restaurant 

31 Alexandra Road Ascot (Opposite Oriel Park) 

 

Contact: Helen Henzell 

Vale Eleanor Brown 

Eleanor Brown, a much loved retired member of our club, passed away 
on July 13th, aged 93. 
 
She will be fondly remembered for the vibrant personality, her love of 
beautiful things, particularly art and flowers, her love of life and her won-
derful humour. 
  
Eleanor had all her schooling at St. Margaret’s Anglican School., one of 
the few remaining pupils of that era. 
 
She became a physiotherapist, married a much decorated Scotsman 
who fought with the Gurkas in Burma. Later in her life she bought aa As-
cot corner shop which she called Victor Scott and there she sold beauti-
ful things, many would still adorn our houses today. 
 
For her family and friends she has left  lovely memories. 
 
Margaret Campbell 
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Vale Tevor Gibson 

Royal Australian Engineers farewell a sapper legend 

Today’s sappers joined with those of past generations to farewell a true legend of the Corps, Brigadier Trevor Gibson (ret’d), at 

his funeral in Brisbane last week.  Brigadier Gibson was the RAE’s last WW2 star ranked officer. 

While dozens of past members of the Corps packed the small chapel at Albany Creek Crematorium, the casket was carried by a 

bearer party made up of members of 11 Engineer Regiment and 2 Combat Engineer Regiment.  Also representing the Corps 

were CO of 11 Engineer Regiment, Lt Col John Anderson, and WO1 Sean Chainey. 

Brigadier Gibson, who was 92 at the time of his death, served in Wewak and Rabaul during WW2, as well as in Singapore and 

Vietnam during the Vietnam War.   

Growing up in Perth during WW2, he attended Perth Modern School where he was School Captain, Dux of the School, and Cap-

tain of the 1st XV.  He was commissioned out of Duntroon in 1944, before seeing action in Papua New Guinea. 

After the war he served in a variety of posts, as well as earning a degree in civil engineering from the University of Western Aus-

tralia. He was Deputy Commander, Australian Army Staff, Far East Forces, and Deputy Commander, 3rd Task Force in Townsville, 

as well as being Honorary Aide de Camp to Her Majesty the Queen. 

Mourners heard that he was a level headed, practical, and someone who never lost his temper, no matter what the situa-

tion.  His friend and colleague Lt Col Bill Humble (ret’d) described Brigadier Gibson said of him, “He was a man of integrity.  He 

was honest, a pillar of rectitude.” 

His family, said that he was good at everything, but always self-effacing.  For many years his son believed that his job was to 

polish the two cannons outside the headquarters, because that is what his father told him he did. 

After a 36 year career, Brigadier Gibson left the Army in 1980, and became General Manager of the St John’s Ambulance in 

Queensland until 1992, and was thereafter a part-time member of the Administrative Appeals Tribunal.  He was also a long-

standing member of the Clayfield-Toombul RSL. 

He took pride in being a father figure to those who worked with him, both in the Army and outside it 

Brigadier Gibson is survived by his wife of 68 years, Jess, as well as by sons Greg, Mark, and Anthony and their families. 

Hi-res photos may be accessed on the links below. 

https://files.mycloud.com/home.php?brand=webfiles&seuuid=b5041247cd44ec1e4dd356ea1e880c76&name=Gibson_1 

I hope this isn't in "bad taste"  (  my mother was a full bottle on this subject , but some of her stand-

ards have slipped a little as technology crept in....) 

I am somewhat overwhelmed by the generosity and kindness of many Probus friends, and thought 

maybe, if  there was to be a "Gibson notice" in the newsletter, I would be forgiven! 

 Hope so!   Jess 

A heartfelt message of thanks 

So many of our Probus friends have comforted me and my family with kind and generous words of 

affection and support, that I am encouraged to appeal to your understanding if I find it difficult to 

respond individually. 

Many of you made the effort to attend Trevor's farewell at Albany Creek, and your presence was 

gratefully appreciated. It must have been really difficult for some. 

 Your hugs were wonderful! 

  I look forward to many more outings and gatherings in the future. 
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New Member—Paula Chandler 

Margot Kirby book recommendation 

 

 
We welcome Paula as a new member of our Probus club. 
 
I am sure that Paula will be a great member and an asset 
to the club. 

Guest Speaker— Councillor David  McLachlan  

Its and Pieces about books. 

Mark Brandi’s literary crime debut novel, Wimmera, is the 2016 Winner of the 

Crime Writers’ Association Debut Dagger – and this month’s New Australian 

Writing feature title. Set in rural Victoria, it’s a story about childhood, trust 

and shadows from the past. It’s clear that the reader is in the hands of a mas-

ter storyteller. 

The shortlisted books for the Miles Franklin Literary Award  are: An Isolated 

Incident by Emily Maguire (Picador);  The Last Days of Ava Langdon by  Mark 

O’Flynn (UQP), Their Brilliant Careers by Ryan O’Neill (Black Inc.), Waiting by 

Philip Salom (Puncher & Wattmann);  Extinctions by Josephine Wilson (UWA 

Publishing).  Each of the short listed authors receive $5000, and the winning 

author will be announced on 7 September. 

https://www.readings.com.au/system/uploads/assets/0004/3710/

f31053be0826da7ab707e2f38aa46244.pdf  -  Ctrl and click over this link and 

you will open their latest newsletter.  Readings (Melbourne has a very good 

newsletter about books if you like exploring. 

We were privileged to welcome Councillor David McLach-

lan as our guest speaker. 

David addressed a number of matters relating to local area.  

He advised the State Government had taken over planning 

of the Portside residential area. He also advised that the 

Council has been given back the racecourse car park to be 

redeveloped as parkland. It was suggested that a band-

stand be considered. 

He has been a member of Council’s Civic Cabinet since 2008, as Chair-

man of City Businesses and Water Supply, Chairman of Field Services 

and, after the 2016 election, Chairman of the Environment, Parks 

and Sustainability Committee. 
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 Maleny / Montville   

Great visit to the Sunshine Coast on 19 July. Beautiful weather (out of the 

wind) and a great lunch at the French Restaurant. Those of you  who did not 

come missed a wonderful day full of fun and fellowship. Make sure you go on 

the next couple of outings!!  Colin Miller 

Pictures by  Trish Hickey 
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Hamilton  Probus Club Outings 

Club of Hamilton Speakers 

Month Guest Speaker 

August 

Vivienne Royal to speak on  Fundraising Trek in Bhutan with the 

Renew Charity, raising funds for girls from inaccessible regions to 

attend  Boarding School.                               

September Dale Arbidsen - curator of the Botanical  Gardens  

October David Hearly - helicopter pilot.  

November Dennis Wayper will speak about Joan Sutherland  

 Ten Minute Speakers 

August Mini Curtis 

September David McEvoy 

 

All speakers are requested to contact John Ladbrook should they 
require equipment to aid their speech. Please don't wait until the 
last minute, a week's notice would be appreciated. 

Please note, this newsletter is 
deigned for on screen reading 
with an electronic device. 
Distribution is via E-Mail. 
 
We have very small number of 
older members who do not 
have email access. For these 
folk an abridged black and 
white paper version is printed. 
 
Hamilton Probus thanks the 
BCC Hamilton Ward Office 
Book suggestions for this 

Month Details 

Thursday 

17th August 

CHANGE OF VENUE  Breakfast will now be at El and Dora at 

8am. El and Dora is opposite at Oriel Park  Douglas will be 

waiting for your money at the August meeting! $20 per person 

Friday 15th  

September 

2017 

Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers.  See Nicki to confirm your seat 

on the bus!  Nicki will also be available to part you and  your 

money! $69 per person 

Wednesday 

11 October 

Whale watching (Nikki Duveck-Smith) 

Expect $125pp.  

November 

TBA 

City Cat to and lunch (Robin Edwards)  
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In 1895 the Sisters of the Society of Sacred Advent opened a boarding school 

for girls at Nundah, in a former boys’ school, Eton High School. In 1907 the 

School moved to Toorak House in Hamilton. Three years later the School 

moved again to Albion Heights, where it moved into “Donatello”, which was 

built in 1886 for Patrick Durack.  It was renamed St Margaret’s House, and the 

School became the Church of England High School, and has remained on that 

site ever since. “Donatello” was used as the Community House for the Sisters 

until 2012, when they moved into Retirement Units.  

 Under the leadership of Sister Teresa (1918-1925) the school grew rapidly, and 

acquired the adjoining property, “Avoca” in 1918 to provide extra accommoda-

tion.

 

             

                           

 

 

MOOLOOMBURRAM 
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“Avoca” was originally named “Mooloomburram”, and had been built in 1886 by Andrew Petrie. The 

name of this building, which is today the main administration building, is preserved in the stained glass 

window over the front entrance.                                                               

 Andrew Petrie moved from the house in 1894, and it was rented to John Dunmore Campbell until 

1901, when he moved to the adjoining property “Donatello” (now Community House). The Sisters pur-

chased “Donatello” from the Campbell’s in 1910. The Petrie building was renamed “Avoca”, probably 

by the Cameron Family, who lived in the house from 1910 to 1918, when it was acquired by St Mar-

garet’s.  The school has a non-selective enrolment policy, and currently caters for 810 students from 

Pre-Preparatory to Year 12, including 170 boarders.   

 Since World War II a great deal of expansion has occurred: a new assembly hall (Eton Hall), extra class-

rooms and dormitories, a gymnasium, the School Chapel, a boarders’ recreation block, and a library 

and science laboratories.  A separate Primary School building, Chaseley Wing, was opened in 1992. In 

1995, the year of the School’s Centenary, the Phillip Harris Sports Centre was built to support an exten-

sive range of sporting activities. Cultural pursuits have always been an integral part of life at St Mar-

garet’s. In 2003 a new Arts Centre was built to foster students’ creative talents in the visual and per-

forming and performing arts.                                                                                                                                                                                  

My sincere thanks and appreciation to Ms Bronwyn Perry, School Archivist, for providing the photo-

graphs and further history St Margaret’s.   

 

August 

2017 

   

   

   

   

   

September 

2017 

Don Jobbins  

(ph. 38622021, 0418437368)  

  

Lee Horner (ph. 32540237, 0488404205)  

  

October 

2017 
   

  

   

   

   

November 

2017 
   

   

   

  

   

  


