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 Hamilton Probus Club Inc.  56018 
   Accredited 14 December 1990   

N e w s l e t t e r  The Times 
President Mrs Leith Fussell Ph. 3630 4900 

Secretary Mrs Margot Kirby Ph. 3262 6693   email: ham.probus.sec@gmail.com 

PO Box 2308, Ascot 4007   Next meeting 9:15am Tuesday 6th June 2017 at Merriwee Court, Oxford Street Hamilton 

Meeting Apologies 
Contact Margot Kirby  
Last minute apologies 
may be made from the 
meeting floor. 
 
Birthdays June 
Eleanor Brown  [01] 

John McGinley  [02] 

Beth Papi  [13] 

June Roberts  [17] 

John Conroy  [24] 

Jill Pozzi  [27] 

Mini Curtis  [30] 

Bernard O'Neill  [30] 

Probus Association of  
Queensland (PAQ)
www.paqnetwork.asn.a
u    

For the password protect-
ed pages,      

Username: 56018 
Password: d1Q5ub0+P  
Probus South Pacific Ltd. 
www.probussouthpacific.org  

2 0 1 7  C o m m i t t e e  
 
President: 
Leith Fussell 
 
Secretary: 
Margot Kirby 
 
Treasurer:  
David McEvoy 
 
Senior Vice President: 
David McEvoy 
 
Immediate Past Presi-
dent: 
Douglas Fussell 
 
Outings Committee: 
Colin Miller 
 
Speaker Program: 
Trisha Anderson 
 
Membership Officer: 
Ian Francis 
 
Newsletter: 
Barry Henzell 
 
Committee: 
John Ladbrook 
Jack Larkin 
 
Auditor: 
Peter Nichols 
 
Almoner 
Margot Kirby 

 

President’s  Report 

Edition 179 June 2017 

 5 June  Bridgeman Downs Trivia Quiz day  

 13 June Men’s Coffee at El & Dora 

 16 June Pizza in Kalinga Park 

 27 June Ladies Coffee at El & Dora 

 19 July Visit to Maleny and Montville 

 17 August Club breakfast—The Tuckshop 

 15 September Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers 

 11 October  Whale watching 

 November City Cat to Regatta for lunch 

28 August  PAQ Bowls at Northern Suburbs (arranged by PAQ) 

18 September  Rotary Golf Day – Nudgee  (arranged by PAQ) 

Dates to remember 

How sad it was to hear of Mildred Crombie's death. Mil-

dred joined Hamilton Probus in 2000- one of the first three 

women in the previously all male club. She took on respon-

sibilities in the Club early on, and remained a member till 

2015.During this time she had one year on the Hospitality 

Committee and three years as Newsletter Editor- learning 

as she went. Her greatest achievement in Probus was as 

archivist, producing an excellent account our first 20 years. 

A document which is given to all new members. Mildred 

was much loved everywhere she went, and this was very apparent at her funeral 

on Monday 22nd May. Six of us were there from Hamilton Probus. 

Margo recently attended a workshop for secretaries organised by PAQ and she 

and I also went to a similar day organised by PSPL. Both of these were helpful.  

The men's coffee group has moved venue to El and Dora at Oriel Park on the sec-
ond Tuesday of the of the month. Everyone welcome (Douglas says no sheilas). 
My congratulations to Ruth Clark on organising her first outing, a most successful 
visit to Straddie. We have some wonderful outings and speakers for the rest of 
the year and I congratulate the organisers involved.  Leafy 
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Membership Report 

 

Membership is at the maximum allowable 
under our constitution.  Currently there are 
16 people on the waiting list. 

For any member who would like to have a 
magnetic clip rather than the pin clasp, 
please see Ian Francis at a meeting.  The mag-
netic clips are available for $2.00. 

We welcome Peter Nicholls.  Nominators Annette Hallett and Ruth Clark.  Peter 
related his life story in about two minutes. We trust that Peter will enjoy his 
membership. Peter has accepted the position as auditor. Thank you. 

Men’s Coffee 

The conversation at the Men’s coffee mornings is stimulating.  The usual topics such 

as current affairs elicit viewpoints from all directions.  It is thought 

provoking to hear what our companions are contributing. 

More interesting yet is getting to know our fellow coffee drinkers 

more.  It is a thoroughly enjoyable morning.   If you are available to 

attend, the next meeting is 10am on Tuesday 13th June at El & Dora.  

See you there! 

The lawyer says to the wealthy art collector tycoon: “I have some good news and, I have 

some bad news…”  

  

The tycoon replies: “I’ve had an awful day, let’s hear the good news first?  

  

The lawyer says: “Well your wife invested $5,000 in two pictures this week that she fig-

ures are worth a minimum of $20 to $30 million.”  

  

The tycoon replies enthusiastically: “Well done…very good news indeed! You’ve just made 

my day; now what’s the bad news?”  

  

The lawyer answers: “The pictures are of you with your secretary.  

  

Ladies Coffee 
Please join us at our ladies coffee group. 

No bookings, just turn up. Coffee & Dora’s scones. 

We meet at 10am on the fourth Tuesday each month. 

    Helen 

Next meeting is Tuesday 27th June at  10am 

El & Dora Restaurant 

31 Alexandra Road Ascot (Opposite Oriel Park) 
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Hamilton Probus Club Trip to North Stradbroke Island 

 

 

A cheerful positive group of forty five assembled and despite the weather every-
one produced a happy smiling face.  We boarded the coach dry, anticipating a 
great day ahead.  And that is what everyone helped to create, a wonderful day 
amid cloud, sprinkling rain, promises from the sky of sunshine, but only promis-
es, in some places a capricious wind, and then towards the end of the day a 
good soaking rain for about fifteen minutes. 
 
On the way to the lake, Sam the driver took us past the Cemetery.  It wasn’t a 
day to be walking through wet and muddy lawns. I think most of us were disap-
pointed not be spending time on those poignant grounds.  To be honest, to 
spend time in the cemetery and go to the museum to view the Grave Markers or 
Pegs would require more time than was available. 
 
Lunch at Sea Shells Café: Delicious Fish and Chips served in record time.  A glass 
or two of our favourite tipple was a ready pick me up. I’m sure most would rec-
ommend this place for a good meal. 
 
Point Lookout Gelato shop was closed, ‘oh no’, we were all looking forward to 
this treat. Anyway a walk was in order here and “Straddies” must see attraction 
lured many of us to take a short walk to view the spectacular panoramic views 
of beaches and Pacific Ocean.  Some of us just sat down in front of the Bakery to 
have a natter and Ice Cream. 
 
Sunstate provided a spotless Coach, a very well informed driver who was tuned 
in to our group.  He shared some personal details with us of his boyhood on the 
Island, one or two stories of the habitats, showed us Scribbly Gums and pulled 
over to let us see lovely views and interesting places. Above all he was a 
‘comfortable’ driver, taking his time so that we felt secure.  Thank you Sam. 
 
Thank you too to the entire group; it was all of us together that made the day a 
very happy success. 
 
Ruth Clark 

Guest Speaker— Stephanie White 

Stephanie addressed the members on the services 

offered by “Five Good Friends”. 

They will help with a personalised help plan. They have a 

network of helpers. An app. Is available to monitor who is 

coming to help and when. 

They have trades people (for $35ph) to assist with domestic assistance, personal 

care, home assistance, companionship, transportation and handyman assistance. 

They will design a personal plan and match you to the best help. 

More information can be found on: www.fivegoodfriends.com.au  
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Point Lookout 

Stradbroke Island 

Photos by Trish Hickey 



 

5 

Hamilton  Probus Club Outings 

Club of Hamilton Speakers 

Month Guest Speaker 

June 

Nordic Walking - New Farm Physiotherapist Stephen Mahony ex-

plains the theory of Nordic Walking as well as the Health benefits - 

(bringing poles for us to try)                                         

July 
Councillor David McLachlan - Councillor for Hamilton Ward - talk-

ing about local issues in our suburbs  

August Vivienne Royle to speak on  Fundraising Trek in Bhutan. 

September Dale Arbidsen - curator of the Botanical  Gardens  

October David Hearly - helicopter pilot.  

November Dennis Wayper will speak about Joan Sutherland  

 Ten Minute Speakers 

June Robyn McLeod  

July Brian Loel  

August Mini Curtis 

September David McEvoy 

 

All speakers are requested to contact John Ladbrook should they 
require equipment to aid their speech. Please don't wait until the 
last minute, a week's notice would be appreciated. 

Please note, this newsletter is 
deigned for on screen reading 
with an electronic device. 
Distribution is via E-Mail. 
 
We have very small number of 
older members who do not 
have email access. For these 
folk an abridged black and 
white paper version is printed. 
 
Hamilton Probus thanks the 
BCC Hamilton Ward Office for 
providing the paper and 
printing for these. 

Month Details 

Friday 

16th June 2017 

Pizza in the Park. Kalinga Park 9..45am for 10am. 

BYO chairs and drinks. Food provided Cost $12 (Robin Edwards) 

Wednesday,  

19th July, 2017  

Pickup time 8.30am from Merriwee Court and return approx. 4.30pm. 

All inclusive cost $65.00 per person. 

 

Morning tea/comfort stop at Mary Cairncross Park. 

We then proceed to Maleny for time to explore and shop. 

On to lunch at Le Relais Bressan French Restaurant. This consists of a 

two course lunch with coffee/tea included. (Drinks are extra and payable 

when ordered. (Mini Curtis) 

Thursday 

17th August 2017 

Club breakfast  - 8am The Tuckshop, Gerler Rd Hendra. (Doug Fussell) 

Friday 15th  

September 2017 

Toowoomba Carnival of Flowers (Nikki Duveck-Smith) 

Wednesday 

11 October 2017 

Whale watching (Nikki Duveck-Smith) 

November TBA City Cat to and lunch (Robin Edwards)  
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BRISBANE CITY HALL                                                           

For many years the Brisbane City Hall 

was the tallest building in Brisbane. 

Although there was a strong desire to 

construct a new City Hall, there were 

many years of debate concerning the 

best location for it.  Charles Jen-

kinson, the Lord Mayor in 1914, is 

credited with having finalised the de-

cision to construct the City Hall at Al-

bert Square, selling the alternate site 

to the Catholic Church to construct 

the Holy Name Cathedral on that site 

in the Valley.  The first foundation stone was laid on 3rd February, 

1917. However, it was later found to be out of alignment, so it was 

removed, and subsequently lost. The second foundation stone was 

laid on 29th July, 1920, by Edward, Prince of Wales (later King Ed-

ward VIII). The building was designed according to the Italian Re-

naissance style, symmetrical and formal.  

The site was swampy ground, through which ran a creek from what 

was the site of the Roma Street Rail Yards, and pumping was re-

quired to keep the site dry. Construction commenced in 1924.  Alt-

hough not complete, the Hall was occupied from 3rd January, 1928.  

The City Hall was officially opened on 8th April, 1930, by the Lord 

Mayor, William Jolly.        

  The City Hall has an imposing clock tower, rising 91m above ground 

level, based on the design of St Mark’s Campanile in Venice. When it 

was finished the four clock faces were the largest in Australia. Each 

clock face is 5m in diameter, the hour hands are 6’ long and the mi-

nute hands are 10’ long. The clock has Westminster Chimes, which 

sound on the quarter hour. Control is by a master pendulum, which 

is a duplicate of the Slave Clock at the entrance to the Royal Obser-

vatory at Greenwich.  Above the clock is an observation platform, 

open to the public and accessible by a lift, which for many years 

afforded spectacular views of Brisbane.                                                                                      
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The 4,600 pipes organ was built in 1892 by Henry Willis & Sons Organ Builders 

in Liverpool, UK, for the Brisbane Exhibition Building in Bowen Park (which lat-

er became the old Museum), and removed from 

there to the City Hall in 1927.                                                               

Early in the 21st century serious problems in the 

building were identified: subsidence, concrete cancer, 

a lack of reinforcing in the concrete and old wiring.  

The Hall consequently closed on 31st December, 

2009, for a 3 year restoration project, and reopened 

to the public on 6th April, 2013.  This work involved 

the complete dismantling of the organ for storage 

during the renovations.                                                                                                                                                     

The sculptured pediment above the portico and entrance, known as the tym-

panum, was carved by the noted Brisbane sculptor, Daphne Mayo, early in the 

1930’s. There is some controversy surrounding the theme of the tympanum 

which depicts the settlement of Queensland.  The sculpture is 16.5 metres 

long and 3m high in the centre.  It was unveiled 8 months after the official It It 

was unveiled 8 months after the official opening of the Hall. 

The Struggle of the Emperor Moth 

The emperor moth is the most majestic among moths. Its wings span out majestically when it flies. 

On its journey to maturity, the  caterpillar becomes a pupa in a large cocoon which has a very narrow 

neck. In order to free itself from the cocoon, the emerging moth must squeeze itself through the nar-

row neck. 

One day, a man found the cocoon of an emperor moth. He took it home so that he could watch the 

moth come out of it. He sat and watched the moth struggling to force its body through the narrow 

opening. At one point it seemed to stop making any progress at all. It appeared as if it had gotten as 

far as it could and go no further. It just seemed to be stuck. 

Touched by its struggle, the man being kind, decided to help the moth. He took a pair of scissors and 

snipped into the neck of the cocoon. The moth them emerged easily. But it had a swollen body and 

small, ineffective wings. He expected that the wings would enlarge and expand to be able to support 

the moth’s large body. This didn’t happen, in fact, this deformed moth spent its time flapping and 

crawling around without ever becoming the majestic emperor moth it could have been. A few days 

later it died. 

What the man in his kindness and haste did not  understand was that the restrictive neck of the co-

coon and the moth’s struggle to get through the tiny opening forced fluid from the moth’s body into 

its wings so that it could be free and ready for flight. Freedom and flight could only come after the 

struggle. His interference, though well meant, deprived the moth of the very process that would allow 

it to reach its potential. 

You see, the struggles of life, heartaches and pain are a necessary part of the making of the individual. 
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Please note, if you are unable to attend on your rostered day, please arrange a swap with another member from the respective list. 

June 2017 

 
  

Robin McLeod/Barry Henzell 

(ph. 38526374, 0408701665)  

  

Heather Miller (ph. 0400270938)  

  

July 2017 
   

   

   

   

August 

2017 

   

   

   

   

   

September 

2017 

Don Jobbins  

(ph. 38622021, 0418437368)  

  

Lee Horner (ph. 32540237, 0488404205)  

  

 

October 

2017 

   

  

   

   

   

 

November 

2017 

   

   

   

  

   

  

December 

2017 
   

   

   

   

   


