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 Hamilton Probus Club Inc.  56018 
   Accredited 14 December 1990   

N e w s l e t t e r  The Times 
President Douglas Fussell Ph. 3630 4900 

Secretary Mrs Margot Kirby Ph. 3262 6693   email: ham.probus.sec@gmail.com 

PO Box 2308, Ascot 4007   Next meeting 9:15am Tuesday 7th March 2017 at Merriwee Court, Oxford Street Hamilton 

Meeting Apologies 
Contact Margot Kirby  
Last minute apologies 
may be made from the 
meeting floor. 
 
Birthdays in March 
 
 
Graham Clay  [24] 
Elaine Jobbins  [24] 
Bette-Anne Swanson  
[24] 
Carmel Dinneen  [25] 
George McKennariey  
[25] 
Brian Loel  [27] 
Margaret Campbell  [30] 
 
Probus Association of  
Queensland (PAQ)
www.paqnetwork.asn.au    

For the password protected 
pages,      

Username: 56018 
Password: d1Q5ub0+P  
Probus South Pacific Ltd. 
www.probussouthpacific.org  

2 0 1 6  C o m m i t t e e  
 
President: 
Douglas Fussell 
 
Secretary: 
Margot Kirby 
 
Treasurer:  
David McEvoy 
 
Vice President: 
Leith Fussell 
 
Immediate Past President: 
Dr Jill Pozzi 
 
Outings Committee: 
Robin Edwards 
Nicki Duveck-Smith 
 
Speaker Program: 
Trisha Anderson 
 
Membership Officer: 
Ian Francis 
 
Newsletter: 
Barry Henzell 
 
Committee: 
John Ladbrook 
Jack Larkin 
 
Auditor: 
Jim Ellison 
 
Almoner 

What a happy 12 months we have had at our Pro-
bus Club. Thank you to all committee members who 
have ensured that this happened. A special thank 
you to those members who have "done their bit" 
over many years and are now standing down - 
Robyn Edwards, Jim Ellison, Margaret Campbell, 
Roy Moore and Pat Gibbes. 
 
To all members who have contributed on door ros-
ter, kitchen roster, and 10  minute speaker roster, I 
thank you, as well as our technical experts, roster 
organisers and our jokes man. 

 
None of this would have happened so smoothly without the work of our 
dedicated secretary, Margot Kirby, who has been immensely helpful to 
me and the committee generally 
 
I wish the President elect, the bride, Leafy Fussell a happy and success-
ful 2017-2018 
 
Thank you, Douglas 
 

President’s  Report 

Edition 176 March 2017 

7th March Regular and AGM Merriwee Court—10am 

13th March Men’s Coffee Vagelis Café—10am 

15th March   Dinner at El & Dora  

28th March Ladies Coffee at El & Dora—10am 

6th April  10:30 am   A morning of music at the old Qld Museum 

11th April Beenleigh Distillery Trip 

10th May North Stradbroke Trip 

21st April 10.30am Annual North side Ecumenical Church Service.    

28th August           Northern Suburbs Bowls 

28 August    Golf Day 

11th December   Christmas lunch at the Royal Qld Golf Club 

Dates to remember 
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What a happy year Hamil-

ton Probus has enjoyed. I 

members of the committee 

for going that extra mile in 

The Treasurer’s Report 2016 

The accounts of the Hamilton Probus Club have been reviewed and audited by Jim Ellison and found to 

be in order and compliant. The auditor’s report is issued separately. 

At the 31.12 2016, the club’s financial position was considerably stronger than a year earlier. The ac-

count balances were as follows: 

Suncorp Everyday A/C:  $2925.88 

Suncorp Saver A/C:         $5099.82 

Petty Cash:                        $21.15. 

At the beginning of 2016 the club membership, on the recommendation of the treasurer and the man-

agement committee, agreed to increase the door subscription and the annual membership fee. This 

resulted in a surplus of income over expenditure of $2734.80, which compares to a deficit of $1761.88 

in 2015. The receipt of grants from the Brisbane City Council totalling $2740, accounted for the sur-

plus. As explained at the February club  meeting, the subsidised Xmas lunch would have consumed the 

surplus if we had not been the recipient of these generous grants for which we are grateful. 

Our principal running expenses are meetings and administration which cost us $6367.66 in 2016; 

which was met by receipts from door and annual subscriptions totalling $6981.60. Outings and func-

tions are run to cover costs as far as possible. Expenditure on events held in 2016 was $14832.96  

which was not covered by receipts of $13655.70. The principal shortfall was on the Xmas lunch which 

was then covered by the BCC grant. 

Financial management of your club has been very satisfactory in 2016 with a healthy surplus bank bal-

ance in operating funds and a stable reserve in a savings account. Your treasurer has no recommenda-

tion for changes in financial policy in 2017. 

Margot’s book Report 

 

Water for Elephants  by Sara Gruen   Orphaned, penniless, Jacob Jankowski jumps a freight 
train in the dark, and in that instant, transforms his future.  By morning, he's landed a job with the 
Flying Squadron of the Benzini Brothers Most Spectacular Show on Earth. A talented writer and sto-
ryteller, Sara Gruen takes readers on a bumpy and tense train ride through history.  It is also a movie. 
 
The Book Thief by Marcus Zusak – a good story 

The Landing by Susan Johnson.  The author lives on the Sunshine Coast and has woven a story 
around the lives of a Sunshine Coast community… a microcosm of a greater society. The author’s eye 
for detail and a quiet wit, makes it an enjoyable read.   

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/24556.Sara_Gruen
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Men’s Shed & Ladies Coffee 

Coffee Time 

The first Ladies coffee morning was held at El & Dora on Tuesday 

28th February.  Eighteen attended and had a very happy morning 

discussing matters of vital importance to the nation. 

It is planned to make this  a regular event on the fourth Tuesday 

Men’s Coffee Vagelis Café—10am  Monday 13th March 

Ladies Coffee at El & Dora—10am  Tuesday 28th March 
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Membership Report 

 

 

You may recall that annual membership fees are due in April.  It may be true for 

some members that a decision needs to be made regarding membership renew-

al.  If you feel that attending every meeting is becoming just that little bit harder 

then possibly it is time to think of transferring to the “Inactive Membership” list.     

Becoming an Inactive Member means that : 

You no longer pay any membership fees 

You will still receive all newsletters and correspondence if you have email ac-

cess 

You are very welcome to come to as many meeting as you choose 

You are very welcome to continue coming to as many outings as you choose. 

If the above interests you then it may be time to give thought about becoming 

an Inactive Member.  If the move is right for you then as well as the above ad-

vantages, you will also open up a position for someone on our waiting list. 

If you are interested in exploring this path then please speak to Ian Francis or any 

member of the Hamilton Probus Committee and we can give you more infor-

mation. 

Name badges 

We ask everyone to wear their name tags to meetings and outings and 
activities.  Newer members wish to know the names of the older members 
just as the older members wish to know the names of newer members. 
 
Magnetic backing strips are available from Ian Francis.  These replace a 
steel pin and therefore will not leave a hole in garments. 

 

Guest Speaker— James Lergessner 

Dr James Lergessner was our guest speaker for 

February. He entertained us with memories of 

“Cloudland”. Many of us are old enough to re-

member the balls, dances and university exams.  

He is a University Professor, Lecturer, report  

writer and if you want a professional obituary, 

he specialises in that too. 

He is the author of many books on historical 

and biographical topics South East Queensland 
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PSPL (Probus South Pacific Limited): Probus is all about friendship, 
fellowship and fun in retirement with social interaction and activities with 
retirees in our community.  We listen to good guest speakers, stay ac-
tive by participating in a wide range of interesting activities and  we ex-
plore our community, our country or the world.  Probus offers a range of 
member benefits.  Benefits include the Probus Member Benefits 
Scheme, Probus National Insurance Scheme, Probus Travel Insurance, 
Probus Getaways and the Active Retirees Magazine plus the Probus 
Support Team at our service at Probus South Pacific office. The http://
www.probussouthpacific.org  is worth exploring. 
 
Probus has its origins in the United Kingdom in the 1960s.  The first Pro-
bus club in the South Pacific region was in New Zealand in 1974. Aus-
tralia soon followed with a Probus Club at Hunters Hill, NSW in 
1976.  The first Probus club for women in the region was the Ladies 
Club of St Heliers, NZ, in 1982. This was closely followed by Bateau 
Bay, NSW later that year.  Today, there are men's, ladies' and combined 
clubs.  Probus is administered by Probus South Pacific Limited, based in 
Parramatta NSW.  It is a worldwide movement in 23 countries. The suc-
cess of the organisation is the wide recognition of Probus as a commu-
nity service program. The Probus philosophy - friendship, fellowship and 
fun - lives on among the  130,000 retirees across Australia and New 
Zealand. 
  
PAQ (Probus Association Queensland) is a service organisation, 
manned by volunteers.  The PAQ site is easily accessed online by goog-
ling 'Probus Queensland'. In this PAQ web site some very useful web 
sites can be found.  It is worth a visit to see what is available. PAQ also 
provides information to clubs about guest speakers, offers, travel pro-
posals, theatre & music performances, health issues etc.  Site Login/

Logout: www.paqnetwork.com.au  Access to Member Services Pages 
login is required using member club's username and password. The new 
information will arrive as soon as it comes through. 
 
PAQ produces the magazine, the Probian, and provides up to date infor-
mation with articles on important issues such as the Advanced Health 
Directive and counteracting threats to your computer, and of course, the 
club news.    The Probian magazine will be available at General meet-
ings. 

 

PSPL & PAQ 

http://www.probussouthpacific.org/
http://www.probussouthpacific.org/
http://www.paqnetwork.com.au/
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Hamilton  Probus Club Outings 

Club of Hamilton Speakers 

Month Guest Speaker 

March 

Vicki Graham is an Exercise Physiologist at the  Stafford Wellness 
Centre and will be speaking about the importance if exercise, care 
if our bodies and an Exercise regime for 'mature adults'. 

 Ten Minute Speakers 

March Colin Miller 

April Gaye White 

May Trish Anderson 

 

All speakers are requested to contact John Ladbrook should they 
require equipment to aid their speech. Please don't wait until the 
last minute, a week's notice would be appreciated. 

Food for  

Thought 

The human brain 
has a memory ca-
pacity equivalent 
of more than four 
terabytes of hard 
drive.  That is a lot 
of information so 
it is not surprising 
we forget things! 

Cicero says 
“Memory is the 
treasury and 
guardian of all 
things” but my 
mind not only 
wanders, it some-
times leaves com-
pletely so I have 
to disagree with 
Cicero!  Do you 
put things into a 
safe place and 
then forget where 
the safe place 
is??? 

Please note, this newsletter is 
deigned for on screen reading 
with an electronic device. 
Distribution is via E-Mail. 
 
We have very small number of 
older members who do not 
have email access. For these 
folk an abridged black and 
white paper version is printed. 
 
Hamilton Probus thanks the 
BCC Hamilton Ward Office for 
providing the paper and 
printing for these. 

Date Outing Details 

Tuesday, April 11th 

Beenleigh Distillery 

  

Hi Friends ----Don’t forget our visit to Beenleigh Distillery. I hope EVERYONE 

can come. 

 *Date---Tuesday, April 11th departing Meriwee Court at 8.30am 

 *Morning Tea Stop (somewhere at Driver's discretion) then on to the Dis-

tillery 

It is Australia's oldest registered distillery and though no longer active, on 

the Tour we will hear tall stories of colourful characters and about  its rich 

heritage. For safety on tour of the Distillery closed in shoes are required. 

 At the end of the tour we taste Samples of Beenleigh’s Famous Rum---I"LL 

DRINK TO THAT !!!! 

*Then it is on to Springwood Feast which is a Buffet Lunch at Springwood 

Hotel. 

 *After lunch we pay a visit to the old Kingston Butter Factory and time is 

allowed to browse the extensive Arts & Crafts on display. 

Have some cash in your Wally in case you find that "Must Have" item. 

        For all that excitement ----it is $50 !!!! 

 I will be collecting names and Monies at our March Meeting 

Cheers Bette-anne.  

Wednesday May 

10th 

North Stradbroke 

Island  

  

Day Trip to Beautiful North Stradbroke Island. A coach trip to 
Cleveland followed by a Ferry ride across our picturesque 
Moreton Bay will revive your senses.   
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The GPO, BRISBANE 

The GPO, situated at 261 Queen Street, is a heritage-listed Post 

Office building. The original building was designed by the colonial 

architect, Francis Drummond Greville Stanley, with an Italianate 

influence, and was opened on 9th September, 1872. It was extend-

ed through to Elizabeth Street in 1908.                                                                                      

An earlier building occupied the site, and had housed female con-

victs, and had been demolished in 1871.   Helidon Freestone and 

bricks were sourced from local materials. The building features 

deep verandahs and high ceilings.   It is said that there is a tunnel 

running under the GPO, the entrance to it is said to be via a trap-

door which was under some carpet on the floor inside the build-

ing behind the mail boxes. A set of stone stairs lead down to the 

tunnel from the ground floor level. The tunnel headed south-

wards parallel to Queen Street towards the AMP Building. Anoth-

er story is that there was a false in the old telegram section at the 

back of the GPO, which lead to a tunnel which ran under Eliza-

beth Street, and went under St Stephen’s Cathedral; and that 

there were shackles on the wall inside the tunnel. Could this have 

been part of the old Female Factory for women prisoners?   

GPO 1931 
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Please note, if you are unable to attend on your rostered day, please arrange a swap with another member from the respective list. 

March 

2017 
   

 
  

   

  

 

April 2017 

 

   

      

   

 

May 2017 

 

 

   

) 

   

   

   

June 2017 

 
  

Robin McLeod  

(ph. 38526374, 0408701665)  

  

Heather Miller (ph. 0400270938)  

  

July 2017 
   

   

   

   

August 

2017 

   

   

   

   

   

September 

2017 

Don Jobbins  

(ph. 38622021, 0418437368)  

  

Lee Horner (ph. 32540237, 0488404205)  

  

   


