_amitton Probus

Newsletter: In February 2001, the first Newsletter was published. It was a joint
effort by Robert Goakes and John Ladbrook, using Robert’s home computer. Robert
chose the title “Times” and he continued to publish it until he moved to the Gold
Coast. Then Mildred Crombie volunteered to take over.

Incorporation: The club resisted incorporation for many years but finally the
concerns about liability became too great. So after a marathon effort by club secre-
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tary Maurie Carlson, incorporation was achieved in September 2001.

Office Bearers: Following are the Office Bearers since accreditation:

‘car | President | Secretary | Treasurer | Activities | Program | Membership { Newsletter |
1991 | Mike Mike
Tiffin Tiffin
1992 | Laurie Jim
Jones Gayton
1993 | Aru Jim
Gayton
1994 | lex Jim
Lowien Gayton
1995 | Ron Vince
Close Schmidt
1996 | Peter Vince
Green Schmidt
1997 | Lester Vince Les
Padman Schmidt Lowien
1998 | Ross Robert Lex Lester
Lovell Goakes Lowien Padman
1999 | John Robert Lex Lester
McGinley | Goakes Lowien Padman
2000 | Dudley Robert Pat Lex Lester
Dick Goakes Cranitch Lowien Padman
2001 | John Maurie Pat Lex Lester Lois Bob
Ladbrook | Carlson Cranitch Lowien Padman Kenny Goakes/
Mildred
Crombie
2002 | Alan Maurie Pat John Lester Lois Mildred
Millard Carlson/ Cranitch Ladbrook Padman Kenny Crombie
Laurie
Prentice
2003 | Ngairetta | Jess Leon John Lester Bruce Mildred
Brennan Gibson Papi Ladbrook Padman Kynaston Crombie
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Accreditation ~ 5th March
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Mike Tiffin (President Hamilton Probus Club)
Cliff Alinut (President, Hamilton Rotary Club)
Harold Stephenson, Rotary District Governor, District 960
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THE PROBUS CLUB OF HAMILTON, QUEENSLAND

A short early history
Prepared by Mike Tiffin April 2003

Origins: At a meeting of the Rotary Club of Hamilton held in February 1990 it was
agreed that an attempt be made to form a Probus Club in Hamilton. Members of the
Rotary Club were asked to contact people who would be interested and a foundation
meeting was planned to be held at the Hamilton Hotel on 13th March 1990 under
the chairmanship of Gary Fenner, then president of the Rotary Club of Hamilton.

Those attending that meeting were Gary Fenner, Norman Wilson, Errol Watkins,
Ron Gray, Vince Schmidt, Ron Wright, Peter Green and Bill Johnson. President Gary
Fenner thanked everyone attending and gave a brief outline of the origin and aims
of the Probus Club. Errol Watkins then recounted his attempt to form a local Probus
Club some three years earlier, which had proved unsuccessful.

General discussion then followed and a resolution was proposed that, “A steering
committee be formed with a view to form a Probus Club and that the steering
committee call another meeting to form the Probus Club and elect office bearers”
The resolution was moved by Errol Watkins and seconded by Peter Green. The
steering committee was then elected, comprising Peter Green, Ron Wright, Dennis
Hoey and Norman Wilson. Gary Fenner closed the meeting by thanking everyone for
attending and expressed how much he looked forward to the formation of the club.
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Peter Green, Mike Tiffin and Laur
Three of the Foundation Members
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Lex Lowien and Laurie Jones (President 1992) celebrate Christmas at Merriwee Court
/990

Formation of the Club: Those attending the next meeting held on 24th April at
the Hamilton Hotel were Peter Green, Clarrie Kelly, Laurie Jones, Harold Wearing,
Mike Tiffin, Gary Fenner, Dennis Hoey and Norman Wilson. A resolution was
proposed, “That the Probus Club of Hamilton be formed, and those attending the
meeting, as witnessed by the attendance record, be recognised as foundation
members”. The resolution was proposed by Mike Tiffin, seconded by Laurie Jones and
carried unanimously. It was then agreed that future meetings be held monthly on the
second Tuesday of each month at the Hamilton Hotel, starting at 10am.

The election of officers was then discussed and it was proposed that, “Mike Tiffin
be the interim president”. Moved by Harold Wearing, seconded by Laurie Jones, and
carried unanimously. 1t was agreed that all other positions be left vacant until future
meetings, and that Norman Wilson of the Rotary Club be secretary in the interim.

The next meeting was held on Tuesday 12th June 1990 at the Hamilton Hotel.
Those attending were Kandisany Arunachalam, Laurie Jones, Alan Millard, Mike Tiffin
and Ron Wright. Alternative accommodation for the meeting was discussed, and it
was agreed that Mike Tiffin would search for a suitable venue. Both Laurie Jones and
Mike Tiffin spoke of their visits to the Probus Club of Geebung, where they were
welcomed by club members. They were both impressed by the spirit prevailing in the
club and the various activities undertaken. Laurie Jones also spoke on a visit to the
Gold Coast, and the enormous support and popularity the club enjoyed.




Discussion followed regarding opening the club to women members, but at this
Juncture it was agreed to limit the membership to males, until the club was more
established, whereupon further consideration would be given to the matter.

Note: Admission of women was to wait 11 years.

Change of venue: The club was now well established. New accommodation was
found at the Merriwee Court activity centre. This proved to be admirably suitable as
it was air-conditioned, had excellent facilities and refreshments were provided.

Application for accreditation: At the meeting held on October 2nd 1990 it was
proposed that a management committee be elected in November and that
application be made for accreditation. Aru (Kandasany Arunachalam) presented his
autobiography covering his life in Sri Lanka as a doctor of medicine, tea planter and
fruit grower. John McKenna gave a short talk on his hobby of wood turning and
carving and brought along many examples of his work.

Christmas 1990: The year ended on a high note with a delightful Christmas
lunch provided by the able cooks at Merriwee Court and all looked forward to our
accreditation in the New Year.

Accreditation: At last the day of accreditation arrived, the 5th March 1991 at
Merriwee Court, a year after the formation meeting. 1t was a wonderful meeting.
Harold Stephenson, Probus District Representative for Rotary District 460, and Cliff
Allnut, President of the Rotary Club of Hamilton, attended and presented the
certifica.e of accreditation to Mike Tiffin, President of the Probus Club of Hamilton.

The Celebratory Cake
Made by the Cooks at Merriwee Court
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Among the Pineapples at Gympie 199
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The Hamilton Probus Club sponsored the Hamilton Probus Handicap at Doomben, July 199

3

=



The wives of the members attended and witnesed the cutting of a celebratory cake
by Cliff Allnut and Mike Tiffin, after which luncheon was provided by the cooks at
Merriwee Court.

At the time of accreditation the club members were: Kandasany Arunachalam,
Ron Close, Jim Gayton, Arthur Graham, Peter Green, Laurie Jones, Ross Lovell, Lex
Lowien, John McKenna, Vince Schmidt, Mike Tiffin and Ron Wright.

Development of the club: From this point on, activities increased, with monthly
meetings continuing at Merriwee Court. Monthly outings were arranged, principally
organised by Lex Lowien for members of the club and their wives, which cultivated
a strong bond between the members. -

In the beginning a small bus company was involved, which took members to
places of interest chosen by the outings committee, providing morning teas with
home-made savouries and cakes and later a barbecue. These were memorable
occasions.

Very slowly but steadily the memership of the club grew and over the next seven
years, between 1991 and 1998, the following became members: Bill Barlow, Ron
Birchall, Pat Cranitch, Bob Goakes, Mark Hancock, Kevin King, Tom Lavery, John
Ladbrook, John McGinley, Alan Millard, Lester Padman, Jeff Tenby and Don
Zimmerman.

Mixed Club: Following a secret ballot of members at the May 2000 general
meeting, the membership rules changed and the club moved from men-only to
mixed. Pat Lynch, the first female member, joined in June 2000.

In support of Queensland Seniors’ Week in 1999 in John McGinley's yvear as
President, Hamilton Probus arranged a Seniors’ Art Exhibition at Palma Rosa Art
Gallery, which atiracted over 700 entries, judged by Raull Mellish and officially
opened by Sir Walter Campbell

The Lady members made our outings very happy occasions



